DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Monday 3 April 2023 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm
Present:   
Cllr R Binks - Chairman 

Cllr T Coupe 

Cllr J Garnett

Cllr B Davies 
Cllr R Neale

Cllr S Petty

Cllr A Turner


Mrs J Markham – Clerk
In attendance: 


North Yorkshire Cty Cllr R Foster

Public: 
2
1. Apologies for Absence
None
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already to be registered for filing in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable pecuniary interest (to be registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Relevant Interests disclosed: None
Additional Interests disclosed: None.

3. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6 February 2023 
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6 February were taken as read, and the Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  

4. Matters Arising 

The Clerk’s report, for information, was received. It was noted that a list of extant planning concerns had been provided to the County Ward Representative to ensure that relevant files remained open as the new unitary authority assumed responsibility for the planning function.   
The Clerk reported that a final meeting to sign off the Parish Charter between NYC and the region’s parishes was to be held on 9 May.  

5. Scheme of Delegation
It was RESOLVED:

(1) “THAT decisions taken by the Clerk since the date of the last meeting under the Scheme of Delegation dated 7 June 2021, as reported to Council and published on the Council’s website, be ratified.”

(2) “THAT the Scheme of Delegation dated 7 June 2021 remain in force until such time as the Council should determine otherwise.”

6. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk’s Report on ongoing items of business was discussed.

The following matters were discussed, noted and agreed as follows:

(i)    Draughton History Project – Cllr Neale reported on the ongoing development of the Folk History of Draughton.  The village volunteer working with him on the project, present at the meeting, noted that he was planning to visit both the archives in Bradford and also Network Rail’s records held in York in order to research further details for chapters currently being progressed.  It was expected that the publication could be completed during 2024. 
(ii)    Coronation Celebrations –Cllr Turner reported on the events planned for the street party on 7 May.
7. Climate Change - Church and Community Initiatives

The notes of the meetings of DAZ Working Group held on 20 February and 13 March were taken as read.

Cllr Neale and the Clerk reported on developments from the date of the last meeting.  
Work continued on investigations into the options indicated by the consultants’ feasibility report, and a “surgery” was to be held with the local Distribution Network Operator on 19 April to clarify capacity for the connection of renewable generators to the National Grid.  Discussions also continued with 2 local businesses to identify major “customers” for locally produced green energy.

The Council’s project was being publicised through regional and national networks; Cllr Neale had attended a recent engagement meeting between parishes and the Yorkshire & Humber Climate Commission, and his request raised there, for the drafting of a “map” of local schemes throughout the region to help encourage initiatives within the local council sector, would be followed up further with YLCA. Cllr Neale was also due to speak at a forthcoming NALC event.   The Clerk noted that an additional ticket to attend could be booked to support the Council’s role in participating in the event. 
(1) It was RESOLVED: 

“THAT expenditure of £37 be approved for booking one ticket for a member of the Council or the Clerk to attend a NALC Climate Change event on 24 May 2023.”

Confirming proposals to use the Annual Parish Meeting as an opportunity to consult with villagers on the project, the Council discussed a draft flyer for the event.  Further comments would be passed to the Clerk outside the meeting. 
(2) It was RESOLVED:
“THAT expenditure of up to £160 be approved for the costs of printing a flyer to publicise the Annual Parish Meeting and climate action consultation event on 24 April, and that the Clerk be authorised to draft and approve the final copy, liaising with Members as appropriate, and make arrangements for printing and distribution.”

8. Planning
The Clerk’s report on ongoing planning business was presented and noted.  It was noted that consent had been granted for works at Howgill House 
The following matters were agreed as follows:

· The Dales Care Home – tree works – no comments to be made
9. Annual Accounts 2022/23
The draft Receipts and Payments Statement together with the Bank Reconciliation to 31 March 2023 were received and noted.  The Clerk reported that, subject to the completion of the internal audit this year, the Annual Return would be prepared for submission to the next meeting.
10. Contracts 2023/24
A schedule of annual contracts was received and reviewed, and the addition of Community Energy England to the list of subscriptions was approved.  
The annual contracts were then reaffirmed for the financial year 2023/24, and the payment of invoices issued for settlement with effect from 1 April was authorised.
11. Expenditure Proposal – Dales Way
A request put forward by the Dales Way Association for a “guarantee” from the Council to undertake any required future maintenance of a section of the Dales Way public footpath near Bolton Abbey, potentially to be upgraded as part of a safety improvement project being promoted by the Association, was considered.  It was noted that the Bolton Abbey Estate had given consent for the project, but on the basis that an outside body took responsibility for maintenance of the path and its gate.  NYC Highways had refused to commit to this.

Noting that responsibility for maintaining a permissive path would normally lie with the owner of the land, and after full discussion, it was agreed that underwriting the scheme, which could not be regarded as a priority for use of parish precept monies for the local community, would effectively mean taking on a financial obligation for an unspecified level of expenditure over an indefinite period of time, amounting to an ongoing financial risk which would not be appropriate for a small parish council with limited resources. The Clerk was asked to inform the Society accordingly.

12. Consultations, Correspondence and Members’ Discussion Forum
Newsletters and emails circulated for information were noted, including the March Local Government Review together with a pack of information for launch of the new unitary authority, now operational from 1 April.  Cty Cllr Foster reported further on the work of the new authority, noting that the Parish Council could now apply to him for grant towards the cost of upgrading the parish footway lights.  
Notices as regards changes to the system for consulting on spatial strategies for the Craven Local Plan were noted; the adoption of a number of conservation area appraisals (not including Draughton) in February was also noted.
The following items of correspondence-related business, as listed on the agenda, were discussed and matters were noted and agreed as follows:

· Permitted Development Rights – Govt Consultation and comments by RSN and NALC
Government proposals for new permitted development rights for pop-up campsites and renewable energy were discussed and draft notes prepared by the Clerk were approved as the basis for a response to be submitted by the Parish Council in the form of comments to be made to NALC.  

In the context of the discussion, members debated the Council’s position in responding to proposals for the development of temporary holiday accommodation in the village.  It was noted that the regulation of the sector, particularly the increasing use of homes for AirBnB visitors, was unclear, pending the outcome of current work on a Government Green Paper on the matter.  It was considered that, for a small rural community without facilities, a growing proportion of accommodation used by temporary holidaymakers could become an issue going forward. It was agreed to assess residents’ views on this matter further by opening possible discussion at the forthcoming parish meeting.

· NYC Climate Change Strategy – NYC Consultation
North Yorkshire Council’s Climate Change Strategy was considered with reference to the village’s climate change project.  Cllr Foster noted that, as part of the development of this Strategy, NYC’s grant policy was to be issued and opened for applications.

A draft response had been circulated to councillors and was approved for submission to NYC by email participation in the consultation.
· Bus service x64
A member of the public, present at the meeting, explained service reductions, due to be introduced from 17 April.  It was understood that local services were underused and, with cross-border subsidy arrangements for operators in both North Yorkshire and West Yorkshire to consider, were often not financially viable.  Cllr Foster, noting his support for public transport in the area, agreed to monitor the unitary authority’s strategies in this regard, and to report back as necessary.
13. Dates of Next Meetings
It was agreed that the next Council meeting (Annual Meeting) would be held in the Village Hall on 9 May 2023.  
The Annual Parish Meeting was to be held on 24 April.  The Chairman signed the Notices convening the Meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.
Chairman
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