DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Meeting held on 4 July and Parish Meeting held on 8 August 2022
Clerk’s Report 
Matters Arising, Ongoing Business and Planning Matters
Matters Arising for information
Camping site
The site owners suspended works on the field pending preparation of a planning application for the new access track from the main road; neighbours in receipt of letters from Camping and Caravan Club notifying them that the site will not proceed.
Traffic concerns

Developments awaited, following the request made by our NYCC Ward Representative for a review of safety at the top of the village.
Training courses

The Chairman has attended a YLCA training session during the summer.  The Clerk attended the YLCA conference on 23 September.
Matters Arising for consideration (ongoing business – as listed on agenda)  
Draughton History Project 

The project continues and Cllr Neale will report in more detail at the meeting.  Maintenance of Village Milestones

An oral report will be made at the meeting by Cllrs Neale and Davies, and, if thought fit, proposals to apply for grant from the District Council Ward Representative’s fund will be presented.
Maintenance of trees on Green

To be considered, in light of proposals put forward for targeted replanting and other improvements to wooded area.  Note: the outcome of discussions of this item to inform later consideration of grant funding requirements and priorities to be agreed in the Action Plan 2023/24 (agenda items 8 and 9)
Draughton Vergers 
Orders for additional equipment, as previously discussed, yet to be finalised.  A report also to be presented as regards possible additional maintenance of the new mower.
Planning

Old Quarry site (Ref. 2022/24036/FUL) – consent granted
Tree works at 11 Meadowcroft (Ref. 2022/24362/TPO – no comments made.
Field House Farm – applicants’ appeal lodged 7 July.  Council submitted comments and Inspector’s decision awaited 

East Berwick Farm (Ref. 2021/23575/VAR) – applicants’ appeal against refusal of consent for changes to windows ledged 5 July (Council had not commented)
Railway site (Ref 2020/22012/FUL) – no developments to report (enforcement officers were to arrange a meeting on site to assess condition with Railway site-owners)
Housing development at top of village – no further updates to report

Village Design Statement – Council has previously requested an agenda item to give further consideration to proposals for development of a village design statement, picking up on initiatives flagged in the Government’s White Paper published in 2020 for a series of planning reforms, including aims for “better” design.  In Craven, the background for this is the current status of the Local Plan.  The new unitary authority, North Yorkshire Council, has announced its intention to review the Local Plan over the 5 year period from May 2023, when it takes over planning responsibilities from the district councils in the county.  
Although the Parish Council has had powers for some time, if it chooses to use them, to develop a village design statement, and a Neighbourhood Plan since 2011, such a statement or Plan would need to be consistent with the principal authority’s Local Plan and would therefore need to be worked on over the same timescale.  During this timescale, it is expected that more elements of the 2020 White Paper will be brought forward, possibly in the form of regulations and almost certainly in the form of an updated Planning Framework (NPPF) to replace the one introduced last year.  The Government’s current policies are focused on growth and development, particularly, in this context, in relation to the provision of more housing.  The primary purpose of a village design statement, being produced alongside the new Local Plan, which itself will have to be consistent with Government policies, would be to set out design standards for new housing in the village and would indicate the community’s positive preferences for such local developments. A statement or a Neighbourhood Plan would then be a reference document for would-be developers looking to acquire potential sites locally.
In order to pay for the development of a village design statement with grant funding, it would need to take the form of a Neighbourhood Plan.  This could be a relatively simple document, containing just the design statement, plus plans for responding to climate change challenges, if appropriate (although there is provision in law for a much wider scope for the document). Grants to bring Neighbourhood Plans forward are available as Locality funding (provided by the Government).  Council would need to set up a working group, with members drawn from the community, to progress work on the Plan, which could eventually be adopted by means of a village referendum.

However, as the new unitary authority’s review gets underway, and opportunities are provided for public consultation, it is recommended that Council continue to monitor the situation and participate in consultations at this stage, but that no immediate action is taken as regards the development of a Neighbourhood Plan.  The process is time-consuming and by no means straightforward; it can also be controversial for local people. Council may therefore wish to consider whether to consult with villagers as a first step in this process in order to gauge local views about new housing developments for the community.  
Council will also wish to record any proposed action on this issue in the Action Plan 2023, a draft of which is provided for later consideration on the agenda.
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