
Draughton Parish Council
Climate Change Project
DAZ Working Group

Notes from Initial Meeting held remotely with Locogen on 7 June 2022

Present 
Draughton: R Neale (Chairman), C Burton, B Davies, J Garnett, I Rathbone, J Markham (Clerk)

Locogen: E Ballantyne, A Crum
Introduction: RN noted that a paper (attached), prepared by the Working Group, had been sent to consultants, and the queries raised in it would be used as a checklist for discussions at this initial, or “kick-off”, meeting for the project.  The Group’s key objective was to establish the feasibility of available technological solutions (eg pv cells, wind turbine) for the generation of power for use in a community scheme.  Subsidiary objectives, listed in the paper, were also put forward for consideration by consultants if funding for the project allowed.
Discussion of Queries: Locogen consultants outlined initial responses to the queries raised as follows:

1. As initially specified and now confirmed, the work of consultants would focus on community power generation and its use. (NB – in this regard, a desk-top exercise to assess and report on carbon usage and reduction by a “generic” (typical) village house would probably add little overall value to the study within the quoted costs.) 
2. Given the current framework for operation of the National Grid, it would not be possible to set up a power-sharing scheme within the community for direct use of energy from community owned power generators (although this could change by legislation currently passing through Parliament).  However, it was likely that locally-generated green energy sold to the National Grid, as presently set up in the area, would be available for relatively local use. 
3. The structure and means of operating community energy schemes would be relevant for consideration within the scope of the report as it could be possible for locally-generated energy to be sold to the Grid and for the profits to be shared back amongst participating village households.
4. In broad terms, the feasibility of project plans to own and run community generating facilities would depend on the costs of connection to the National Grid (which could vary from £20k to £2m). 
Agreed Content/Scope of Study Report:
1. The project would assess the use of currently available technology within the current regulatory framework with a view to recommending the most effective means of achieving the project aims with least impact on the local community (in terms of costs and physical installations).
2. The technical feasibility of wind turbines and PV cells would be covered (as set out in the attached paper) at a strategic level, to the extent necessary for the Parish Council and the community to reach informed decisions on next steps (if any).  
3. The analysis would be presented in terms and language readily accessible for non-technicians.  
4. High-level answers to additional questions (the paper’s “wish-list”) and points of detail would be addressed in an appendix to the report.  This would include, subject to budget constraints, the feasibility of hydro power, use of ground source heat, participation in other community schemes and ground-level solar panels.
Timescale for Study:

Early September – production of draft report

Sept/Oct – public consultation, including an online event led by Locogen, followed by editing/amendment of draft

Mid/late October – production of final report

Actions:

1. Circulate notes of meeting to attendees - JCM

2. Assemble any further information as necessary from the community – Locogen, using JCM as contact in first instance
3. Regular feedback as work on study progresses
Clerk to the Parish Council:  Mrs Jane Markham

                                               The Pines, Draughton, Skipton, BD23 6DU

                                                Tel:  01756 711305

                                                Email: jane.markham@lineone.net


