DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on Monday 25 April 2022 in the Village Hall at 6.30pm
Present:   
Cllr A Mole – Chairman


Cllr R Binks


Cllr T Coupe


Cllr B Davies



Cllr R Neale


Cllr A Turner


Mrs J Markham – Clerk
Absent: Cllr Garnett

In attendance: 

Cty Cllr R Heseltine, District Cllr D Pighills
Public: 6
1. Apologies for Absence

Received from Cllr Garnett; reasons for absence approved.
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable pecuniary interest (previously registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter. Additional Interests disclosed: None. 

Dispensation Requests received: None.
3. Draughton Action to Zero
The Clerk reported on proposals received from consultants bidding to work on a community climate action Feasibility Study, to be funded using grant awarded by the Community Lottery Scheme.
After discussion, support for the project was confirmed, Cllr Davies dissenting, and it was agreed to request further information from both firms of consultants in order to ensure that the bids could be assessed on a comparable basis.
4. Tree Maintenance
The Clerk reported on the arborist’s recent triennial inspection of the trees on the village green and noted that the planning department’s Trees Officer had advised that dysfunctional ash trees could be removed, as recommended by the arborist, without the need for planning permission.

It was RESOLVED:

“THAT works to remove dysfunctional and unsafe ash trees on the village green, for costs as quoted of £450, be approved and that the Clerk be authorised to make arrangements with the arborist accordingly.”
5. Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22

The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor had conducted his annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures.  It was reported that he had no matters to raise with the Council, that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective, and that accounting information shown in the Annual Return had been correctly stated.

The Auditor’s Report, the Statement of Receipts and Payments 2021/22 and the Bank Reconciliation to 31 March 2022 were received and noted.    

Taking the assurances of the Internal Auditor into account, it was then RESOLVED:

(1) “THAT the Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 be approved for signature by the Chairman and Clerk.” 

(2) “THAT the Accounting Statements 2021/22, as signed by the Responsible Financial Officer, be approved for signature by the Chairman.”

(3) “THAT the Clerk be authorised to set the period for the exercise of public rights, and to publish information on the website, as required under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.”

6. External Audit 2021/2022
The Clerk noted that, pursuant to s.9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, since neither gross income nor gross expenditure for the year of account ending 31 March 2022 exceeded £25000, the Council was eligible to certify itself as exempt from limited assurance review by external auditors.  It was accordingly RESOLVED:

“THAT a Certificate of Exemption be completed, notifying the external auditor that during the financial year 2021/2022 the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.” 

7. Register of Assets
The updated register of the Council’s asset holdings, as circulated to Members, was noted.

8. Date of next (Annual) Council Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Monday 16 May 2022 at 7.00pm in the village hall.  

The meeting closed at 6.55pm.
Chairman
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