DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 13 December 2018 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm
Present:   
Cllr M Billing – Chairman

Cllr A Mole


Cllr R Neale

Cllr A Turner



Mrs J Markham – Clerk
Public: 2
1. Apologies for Absence

None
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable interest (previously registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Relevant Interests disclosed: None.
Additional Interests disclosed: None.

3. Casual Vacancy

It was reported that a response was still awaited from a local elector who had previously expressed an interest.  This would be followed up, and subject to any response received early in the New Year, consideration would be given at the next meeting to advertising the vacancy, pursuant to the Council’s Co-option Policy.
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 November 2018
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 7 November 2018 were taken as read, approved as a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters Arising 
(i) Road Safety Signs  The Clerk reported that the residents of Railway Cottages were not in favour of having the second sign installed on the verge outside their property.  After discussion, it was agreed to put it on the verge on Donkey Neddy approaching the village, and Cllr Mole undertook to make arrangements.
(ii) Traffic Speeding It was noted that there would be no financial cost in setting up a Community SpeedWatch Scheme in the village. 
(iii) Memorial Garden and Dog Waste Bins  The Clerk reported that a grant application has been submitted to the District Council.  It was agreed that an informal meeting would be held at the proposed site for the Memorial Garden to discuss requirements further, within the budget set by the grant application.
(iv) Winter Gritting and Verge Cutting  Cllr Neale presented a report on recent expenditure of grant funds for the Draughton Vergers project, as authorised at the September meeting.  He noted that additional equipment could be required during the winter, and a request for expenditure would be made to the meeting in February.
(v) Tree Maintenance on Village Green The Clerk reported that planning permission to have the tree works carried out had now been granted (see Minute 6(ii) below), and 2 quotations for the minor works had been received, within the total of expenditure previously estimated and approved at the meeting held on 13 September (Minute 5(iii) refers).
It was RESOLVED:

“THAT Skipton Tree & Woodland be instructed to carry out maintenance works to the cherry tree beside the bus stop for a payment, as quoted, of £67.”
6. Planning

The Chairman reported that a planning refusal notice had been received for the proposed lifting of the live/work restriction on the Water Mill at Draughton Bottom (Ref (Ref 2018/19479/VAR).

The following planning matters were noted and discussed:

(i) Housing development at top of the village (Ref 2018/18883/FUL) – no further developments reported.

(ii) Village Green – tree works (Ref 2018/19797/TCA) – approval granted.
(iii) 5 Spring Rise – tree works (2018/19933/TCA) – no comments to be made.

7. Draft Budget and Precept 2019/20
The Clerk tabled an updated copy of the draft Budget Statement 2019/20, following receipt of the recommended NALC Salary Award for Local Council Clerks 2019/20. This was presented to the meeting and the recommendations confirmed by Council.  The draft Budget Statement, amended since the date of the last meeting in order to make provision for the costs of the Memorial Garden and proposed minor maintenance costs, was then discussed.
It was noted that, if approved, the precept would give rise to an increase of £2 (2.5%) in the charge for an average Band D property, compared with the charge in 2018/19.  
It was RESOLVED:

“THAT the draft Budget 2019/20, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes as an Appendix, be approved, and that it be used as the basis for setting the Parish Precept 2019/20 in order that sufficient funds be made available for budgeted expenditure, taking account also of the level of funds available as carried forward from previous financial years and with a view to managing any potential increase in local taxation, and that the Clerk be authorised to complete the precept form accordingly and arrange for its signature by the Chairman and two other members.”

8. Other Financial Matters
A The month’s accounts were approved for payment, including reimbursement of costs for grit bin scoops, covered in part by grant monies remaining from the Draughton Vergers project, and cheques were signed as required.
9. Consultations, Correspondence and Members’ Discussion Forum
Newsletters and emails circulated for information were noted.   It was reported that the next District Council Liaison meeting was to be held on 28 January, and that a consultation on the new governance arrangements for the North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service was in progress. 
Cllr Neale raised for discussion the recent roadworks to repair the surface of the entrance routes into the village from the A65. It was noted that a few residents had complained about unclear signage; this had been reported to Highways at the time, and it was suggested that, if any such roadworks were proposed in future, Highways should be provided with local guidance to help ensure appropriate access into the village at all times.

10. Date of next Meeting
Date of the next meeting – 16 January 2019 at 7pm.  
The meeting closed at 7.45pm.
Chairman
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