DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 9 September 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present:
Cllr R Clayton - in the Chair


Cllr M Curtis (from Minute 2)



Cllr J Garnet 
Cllr D Jones
Mrs J Markham – Clerk




Apologies:
Cllr M Billing



In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine





Mr M Fox (Kelda Water Services)






Attendees, including Local Electors: 25





(Minutes 1 and 2 only)

1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman of the Council, it was resolved that Cllr Clayton be appointed Chairman of the Meeting.
2. Wind Turbines at Chelker Reservoir – Revised Proposals
The Chairman of the Meeting welcomed all present and thanked Mr Fox, representing Kelda Water Services, for attending.  He introduced the purpose of the meeting, which was for the Parish Council to gauge local 
opinion as regards the proposed new planning application to be submitted by Kelda Water Services for three 80m-high wind turbines at Chelker Reservoir.  This, in conjunction with the voting slips being sent in by villagers in reply to the Council’s letter of 20 August, would inform the Council’s position in responding to consultation on the application.
At the Chairman of the Meeting’s invitation, Cllr Jones went on to outline the background to the new proposals, referring to the decision taken by the planning authority in 2009 to refuse the previous application by Yorkshire Water for two 125m-high turbines, and noting the subsequent decision taken on appeal to refuse an application for turbines at Brightenber Hill, Gargrave, on grounds primarily relating to the proximity of a residential property to the machines.  He noted that a Bill had recently been introduced in the House of Lords aiming to set minimum distances between on-shore turbines and residential properties, a distance of 1500m being proposed for turbines of 50-100m in height.  At Chelker, some 11 houses and farms were sited closer than this to the proposed new turbines. 
At this point, the Chairman of the Council joined the meeting, but declined to take the Chair.

Cllr Jones explained that Kelda Water had provided a scoping report for their proposals to the planning authority, and, following a period of informal consulation, were looking to submit their planning application in the autumn.  Mr Fox confirmed this timescale, and also confirmed that he could make copies of the scoping report available, through the Clerk, on request.  In response to a number of queries, he also noted that all householders in Draughton, including the residents at Chelker, should already have received an initial letter and leaflet, explaining the consultation process.  He agreed to ensure that this had taken place and to send out additional letters wherever required.
The Chairman of the Meeting then invited further comments and questions from the floor.  During the course of discussion, the point was made that the new application, in terms of its likely detrimental effects for the health and welfare of nearby residents in particular, would be no different from the plans submitted in 2008.  It was noted, however, that, following the change of central government, policies to give more weight to the views of local communities were under consideration; not only this, but, in the light of the Brightenber decision, the precedent had been set for refusal of wind turbine planning applications on grounds of proximity to residential dwellings.  Cty Cllr Heseltine, with the support of the meeting, noted his view that Kelda Water should give very serious consideration to the outcome of the informal local consultation, and, if local opinion seemed to be against the development, should not then proceed to submit a planning application.
On a show of hands, the meeting unanimously voted against the proposals for new wind turbines at Chelker.  The Chairman of the Meeting asked Mr Fox, on behalf of Kelda Water, to note this decision, bearing in mind the context in which it had been taken, but noting that, for its part, the Parish Council was receiving a clear indication of the views of the local electorate and would be likely to support these views when responding as a statutory consultee during the planning application process.
The Chairman of the Meeting thanked all present for attending for this item.
3. Planning Application – Lane End Farm
Cllr Garnett withdrew from the meeting, declaring a personal and prejudicial interest in the matter.  

No comments were raised on the application and it was agreed to support it.  Cllr Garnett rejoined the meeting.

4. Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next ordinary meeting of the Council was confirmed to be held on 23 September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Chairman
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