DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 19 September 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr M Billing



Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett


Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk
In attendance:  


Cty Cllr R Heseltine 
Local Electors - 4

1. Minutes of Meeting on 18 July 2012
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 July 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Farfield Farm  Cty Cllr Heseltine reported that a decision was yet to be made by the planning authority.

(ii) Code of Conduct  The Clerk reported that copies of the new Code had been circulated and a copy had been placed on the website.  Members had returned notice of their interests to the Monitoring Officer at Craven District Council, for entry into the Register of Interests.
(iii) A65 Road Safety  The Clerk reported that both Highways and Yorkshire Water continued to look into safety concerns for vehicles travelling alongside Chelker Reservoir on the A65.

(iv) Other Highways Matters  It was noted that action had been taken by Highways on matters recently raised for their attention.   However, the issue of drainage and verges erosion up Heights Lane remained outstanding, and further information had been submitted to them as regards the frequent occurence of flooding on the bridlepath to Bolton Abbey.  At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Rasche explained this in more detail.  The Clerk was asked to contact Highways again and invite an inspector to meet with Mr Rasche and Mr Redman for further review of the matter.  Highways would also be asked again to look into maintenance of the pavement between the Dales Care Centre and the Old Post Office.
(v) Sustainable Communities Act  The Clerk noted that no further progress appeared to have been made with Leiston-cum-Sizewell’s proposals for amendments to the legislation to empower local councils, and it was agreed not to pursue the matter any further at this stage, but to continue to monitor the passage of any amendments to the Act.
(vi) Consultation on payments by parish councils  The Clerk reported that a response to the consultation had been made, expressing support for proposals to enable parish councils to make electronic payments.

(vii) Broadband  It was noted that the County Council were working to improve services across the whole of the County, and no action needed to be taken by individual communities at present.  Details had been placed on the website, and would be updated as necessary.
3. Standing Orders
The Clerk introduced recommendations for revisions to Standing Orders, following a review to ensure its provisions were consistent with those of the new Code of Conduct adopted at the last meeting.  It was unanimously resolved to approve the revisions, as drafted, and the Clerk was authorised to draw up an amended version of Standing Orders incorporating the revisions, and to circulate copies to members.
4. Footpaths around Draughton Village
Having registered an interest, Cllr Garnett submitted a written request for dispensation from the Code of Conduct restrictions on participating in the discussion and on voting on the matter.  It was resolved to grant the dispensation on the grounds that his participation would be in the interests of persons living in the area (Proposed: Cllr Billing; seconded: Cllr Clayton).

The Clerk then reported that, following discussions at the last meeting, a definitive map of local footpaths had been received from the County Council’s Footpaths Officer.  The Footpaths Officer had advised that an application made by the Council in 1985 for a Modification Order for a footpath from Low Lane to the bridlepath remained outstanding and had requested further instructions.  After discussion, and inspection of the plans, it was agreed to write to those of the original signatories to the application still resident in the village to ascertain their views, and in the meantime, to request further background information from the County Council.
5. Other Village Developments
At the invitation of the Chairman, Cllr Clayton reported that proposals for Jubilee flower troughs to be erected at each of the entrances to the village from the A65 were currently being drawn up, and would be brought to the next meeting.  

The Clerk reported on a suggestion put forward by Mr Walker for maintenance work to be carried out around the bus stop on the Village Green to remove weed growth.  Villagers present at the meeting offered to undertake this work on a voluntary basis, and this was welcomed by the Council.
6. Financial Report for half-year to 30 September 2012
The Clerk presented the financial report for the half-year period to end September 2012, together with a statement of projected expenditure for the full financial year.  It was noted that a small surplus for the year was likely to be generated, as budgeted expenditure on the Jubilee and on maintenance of the mower and strimmer had not been required.
7. Planning
(i) Berwick Intake - Agricultural Building  Planning permission had been granted. 
(ii) Haynholme - Extension  Having registered an interest in this matter, Cllr Billing withdrew from the meeting.  Cty Cllr Heseltine reported that permission had been refused under the scheme of delegation; the Clerk was asked to request copies of the decision notice and other relevant papers.

Cllr Billing rejoined the meeting.
(iii) Thornber Laithe – Extension  Cty Cllr Heseltine reported that this application had also been considered under the scheme of delegation and conditional approval had been granted.  Again, copies of the papers would be requested.

(iv) Yellow Cottage – Tree Order  No comments to be made.

The Clerk then reported on a new service now available from Ordnance Survey for local councils to use mapping technology online to help with the consideration of planning proposals.  A licence had been granted to the Council and the potential use of the system would be discussed further with the Council’s website adviser, Mr Allen.
8. Consultations
(i) Garden Waste Recycling  The Clerk reported on proposals to be put forward for consultation by Craven District Council to introduce an annual subscription charge of £24 for households wishing to use the brown bin garden waste collection service.  It was agreed that the adverse reaction of all those present at the meeting to these proposals would be reported back to District Cllr Knowles-Fitton.
(ii) District Council Budget 2012/13  This would be considered at the next meeting, following receipt and circulation of full proposals.
9. Correspondence
(iii) SELRAP  The new publication, At a Glance, was circulated for information.
(iv) District Council Housing Workshop  A Workshop, hosted by the District Council, had been held on 10 September.  

(v) External Audit  The Clerk reported that Littlejohns LLP had been appointed as external auditor for 2012/13.  There was to be no charge to the Council for this service.
(vi) NYPA Roadshows  A series of community safety roadshows were being held in September and October, the nearest being in Harrogate on 27 September.
(vii) Community Planning Workshops  An additional 3 Community Planning Workshops were to be held in Sutton, Settle and Bentham in October and November.

10. Chelker
It was reported that Yorkshire Water had announced their intention not to appeal the decision to refuse planning permission for two new 75m wind turbines at Chelker Reservoir.  A decision as regards the removal of the existing turbines from the site remained outstanding.

11. Christmas Tree
The Chairman noted that she would investigate the procurement of a Christmas Tree for the Churchyard this year.

12. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 17 October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.

Chairman
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