DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 18 September 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.50pm
Present:   Cllr R Clayton – in the Chair (from Minute 2)


Cllr M Billing





Cllr J Garnett
Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr M Curtis



In attendance:  





Mr M Keebles, Addingham Civic Society





Local Electors - 3
1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman of the Council, it was resolved (Proposed: Cllr Plunkett; seconded: Cllr Garnett) that Cllr Clayton, Vice-Chairman of the Council, be appointed Chairman of the Meeting.
2. Registered Interests
Having a registered interest in Agenda item 9 (Old Quarry Planning Application) (Minute 11 below refers), pursuant to paragraph 10 of the Code of Conduct dated 12 December 2012, Cllr Garnett gave notice of his intention to withdraw from the meeting when the matter arose.

Pursuant to paragraph 13 of the Code, Cllr Plunkett disclosed an interest relating to the financial interest of his relative, and referred to his written request for dispensation from the restrictions on participating in the discussion and on voting on the matter.  It was unanimously resolved (Proposed: Cllr Billing; seconded: Cllr Clayton) to grant the dispensation on the grounds that the number of members otherwise prohibited from taking part in the meeting would impede the transaction of the business.

3. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 17 July 2013
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 17 July 2013 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising 
(i) Road Safety  The Clerk reported that PCSO  Smith had been given details of local road safety concerns. This was noted.
(ii) Highways Issues  A meeting had been held with Highways and further advice regarding the drainage schemes in the village was to be provided.  It had been reported that the verges down Donkey Neddy were not currently included on the cutting schedule, as this part of the lane was beyond the speed control area and therefore not regarded as part of the village.  
(iii) CDC Community Events  Cllr Billing reported that she and the Chairman had attended the Yorkshire Day Celebrations on behalf of the Council.  This had been a well-attended and well-organised event.
(iv) Tour de France  It was noted that a workshop was to be hosted by the District Council on 26 September.  This would be attended by Mr Bates and a report would be made to the next meeting.
5. Financial Report for Half Year to 30 September 2013 
The Clerk presented the financial report for the half year period to end September 2013, together with a statement of projected expenditure for the full financial year.  It was noted that a small overspend for the year was likely, because it was expected that expenditure on the planned footway lights maintenance would fall to be met in full this financial year, but that the overspend, in large part, would be financed by the grant provided under the Local Council Tax Support Scheme.
It was then RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Garnett; Seconded: Cllr Plunkett) that a contribution of £100 be provided to the Village Hall Committee to help towards the costs of the community event for the Rector’s farewell service held on 1 September.

It was reported that an offer to purchase the Council’s ride-on mower had been received from ISS Facilities.   It was felt that disposal of the mower could be considered, provided contractual arrangements for future years could be agreed with ISS.  The Clerk was authorised to investigate this further, and report back to the next meeting with recommendations.

6. Bench and trees by bus stop
The Clerk reported on a request to have the bench by the bus stop re-sited near the church and village hall.  However, in the light of representations put forward by villagers, it was agreed not to pursue this request at present, unless it was clarified in the form of a written submission.  The Clerk was authorised to look into the costs of trimming back the trees overshadowing the bench and bus stop.
7. Planning Applications – Farfield Farm Waste Tipping Site
It was noted that the meeting of the planning authority (North Yorkshire County Council) at which this proposal would be decided had been postponed until 22 October in order that full and proper consultation could take place.  

The form and content of the Council’s comments on the proposal were discussed and agreed.  The Clerk was authorised to finalise the wording of the comments, and Cllr Billing agreed to attend the planning committee meeting to read out the address on behalf of the Council.

8. Other Planning Applications
(i) Extension at Leardene, West View  Noting that the nearest neighbour had no objections to the proposal, the Council agreed to record no objections.
(ii) Sunnybank – application for tree maintenance – no comments had been made by the Council.

9. Consultations

(i) Rural Bus Service Subsidy  It was agreed that a letter raising queries relating to the entitlement of school children to free transport would be sent to the County Council.
(ii) Rural Communities Financial Settlement Petition  Councillors noted that petitions were being organised by local communities for submission to the government.
10. Correspondence
(i) YLCA  The White Rose Update for August had been circulated for information.

(ii) CDC Timetable for Officer Attendance at  Local Council Meetings The District Council had requested notice of any invitations for officers to speak at parish council meetings.  In view of the current interest in the Local Plan, it was agreed to invite Stephen Brown to attend a future meeting.
(iii) Parishes Liaison Group  It was noted that Police Commissioner, Julia Mulligan, was due to address the next meeting of the Parishes Liaison Group on 30 October.
(iv) Planning and Code of Conduct  The District Council were offering a training session on planning and the code of conduct on 25 September.
(v) RAY  The AGM was to be held on 12 October.
(vi) NYCC Briefing Note on Housing for the Elderly  This would be re-circulated.
11. Planning Application – Housing Development at Former Quarry behind Draughton House
Cllr Garnett withdrew from the meeting.

It was noted that the consultation papers for the proposed housing development behind Draughton House had been received late by the Council, as a result of an administrative error on the part of the planning authority.  In view of the resulting short timescale for consultation, members had met informally to discuss the proposal at a pre-meeting held on 1 September.

The Clerk reported that, following this informal discussion, the planning department had been notified of a number of comments and queries, including a key concern that the proposed development would fall outside the development limits of the village.  
After full discussion, these comments were affirmed for formal submission to the planning committee.

It was noted that the planning committee meeting at which the proposal would be decided was to be held on 23 September.  A site visit was to be held in the morning preceding the meeting, and Cllr Clayton, together with the Chairman, if available, would attend if possible on behalf of the Council.
12. Forthcoming Village Hall Events
Cllr Billing reported that a Quiz Night was to be held on 19 October and that a Christmas Fund-Raiser Event would take place on 20 December.

13. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 16 October 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   Apologies from Cllr Billing were noted.
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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