DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 20 October 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr R Clayton – Chairman (from Minute 2)


Cllr D Jones


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr M Billing


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr M Curtis
In attendance:  
District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton 

(Minute 2 only)


Local Electors – 7 (Minutes 1 and 2 only)
Mr P Rigby – CPRE/PACT 

(Minutes 1 and 2 only)
Mrs S Rigby – Beamsley Parish Meeting (Minutes 1 and 2 only)
1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman of the Council, it was resolved that Cllr Clayton, Vice-Chairman of the Council, be appointed Chairman of the Meeting.

2. Chelker Wind Turbines

It was noted that the revised planning application for two 75m-high turbines had now been received and was being reviewed.  It was generally agreed that the revisions did not amount to any significant changes as far as the impact of the development on residential amenity was concerned.  The proposals would still result in two large turbines being sited within 500m of 6 family homes.

At the request of the Chairman, District Cllr Knowles-Fitton commented on the application, and noted that the District Council were organising a briefing from the planning inspectorate.  This would be held at a public meeting and representatives from the Parish Council would be invited to attend.

After discussion, it was resolved that an extraordinary meeting of the Council would be convened to be held on 3 November to give an opportunity for full public debate of the revised application within the village and neighbouring communities.  The Clerk was asked to prepare publicity material for this, and to send a brief holding response to the planning authority.
The Chairman of the Meeting then thanked all who had attended for this item, and concluded that the Council would continue to support the residents at Chelker and the views of the local communities, and would be responding to the application accordingly.

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 22 September 2011 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 22 September 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.

4. Matters Arising

(i) Maintenance Matters  The Clerk reported on progress on a number of maintenance  matters raised at recent meetings:
· Tree trimming – Mr Rasche had been informed of the quoted cost for maintaining the sycamore on the Green.

· Bus Stop Bin – further details regarding the size and type of post had been requested.  
· Parking at field layby on A65 – Highways had notified the local police of the issue.
(ii) Superfast Broadband  The Clerk reported that the internet provider supplying superfast broadband in the area, LN Communications, had been contacted, and had asked for help in identifying a route by which the signals could be “bounced” from property to property to reach Draughton from, in the first instance, Bradley and Carleton.  Halton East had expressed an interest in joining the project to link up broadband services locally.  Cllr Garnett suggested an alterntive route from Bolton Abbey.  This would be passed to LN Communications, and they would be invited to send a representative to a future meeting of the Council to explain their services in more detail.
(iii) Winter Maintenance  The Clerk noted that Merritt & Fryers had quoted £80+VAT for 1 tonne of winter grit.  It was agreed that the Council would give further consideration to purchasing a supply for the village when and if required during the winter.
(iv) Footway Lights – Energy Supply  The Clerk reported that notice had been given to transfer responsibility for supplying power to the footway lights from Npower to NYCC with effect from I November 2011.

(v) Yorwaste  Halton East had written to thank the Council for their support.

5. Financial Report to 30 September 2011 and draft Budget 2012/13
The Clerk introduced a report on expenditure for the financial year to 30 September 2011, and projected expenditure for the full financial year 2011/12, and noted that expenditure was broadly in line with the Budget 2011/12.
The Council then considered a first draft of the Budget 2012/13, including proposals to finance the replacement of two of the footway lights.

It was noted that NALC had not recommended any increase in Clerks’ salary scales for the current financial year, and the situation was unlikely to change next year.  It was then agreed that the draft Budget, amended as discussed, would be presented to the next meeting for further consideration and for approval of the Precept 2012/13.

6. Consultations

(i) Review of Parliamentary Consitituencies  The consultation by the Boundary Commission was due to run until 5 December, and comments were to be provided on line.  
(ii) Polling Stations  The District Council were undertaking a review of polling stations.  No changes were under consideration for Draughton.

7. Correspondence
(i) Fire Service  The latest accounts statement was distributed for information. 

(ii) White Rose Update  This was circulated for information.
(iii) Community Led Planning  A training course was to be held in Silsden on 9 November.
(iv) Rural Action Yorkshire AGM  This was to be held on 29 October.  Cllr Billing reported that she had resigned as Trustee of RAY, but recommended that the Council continue its membership of the body.
(v) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  The Clerk reported on proposals for a nationwide beacon-lighting ceremony to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on 4 June 2012.  After discussion, it was agreed to offer a contribution to the Village Hall Management Committee to help them organise an event on the date; the Clerk was asked to look into the costs of ordering a hog roast.
(vi) Event Promotion  Details of two forthcoming events, the Skipton Town Race and The Great Santa Fun Run, had been posted on the village noticeboard.
8. Date of Next Meeting
The next meetings of the Council would be held as follows:

Extraordinary Meeting – 3 November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Ordinary Meeting – 17 November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chairman
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