DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 18 November 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis – Chairman



Cllr M Billing

Cllr R Clayton


Cllr W Bell


Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






Messrs S and S Hayhurst, 
LN Communications






Local Electors – 23 (Minute 1 only; 

6 from Minute 2)
1. Superfast Broadband
The Vice-Chairman welcomed Mr Hayhurst to the meeting and invited him to explain the wireless superfast broadband service currently being made available in the local area by LN Communications.

During a lengthy question and answer session, it was confirmed that the company would probably be in a position to begin installing the service in Draughton homes in January 2016.  To date, there had been no indication of any change in the timescale for provision of the BT service, which, subject to the investigation of technical issues, could be available by the end of December 2016.  The Clerk was asked to check for any update on the timing from Superfast North Yorkshire.  

As the close of LNC’s presentation, those present thanked Mr Hayhurst for attending.  Further information and forms for registering interest in the service were available for completion outside the meeting.
2. Apologies for Absence

None

3. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 October 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 21 October 2015 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters Arising 
(i) Traffic Safety The Clerk noted that the costs of designing and commissioning village signs would be reported to a future meeting.
(ii) Estate Agent Boards Highways had been notified of the estate agent boards on village verges.
(iii) Mower and Strimmer  A report would be made to a future meeting when Mr Allen was present.
(iv) Planning Notifications  The planning authority had been asked to confirm that paper notices could continue to be sent out for major applications, but a reply had not yet been received.
6. Draft Budget and Precept 2016/17 
The Clerk presented the draft Budget 2016/17, noting that, if approved, budgeted expenditure would give rise to an increase of 2.7%, compared with the budget in 2015/16, but to an increase of 1.9% in the Band D charge, taking into account a small rise in the taxbase for the parish.  It was noted that the Council would probably not be eligible for local council tax grant in 2016/17; it was also noted that 2016 would be an election year, and costs of some £980 could be incurred in the event of a contested election.  
The Budget and recommendation for the Precept 2016/17 would be presented for approval at the next meeting.

7. Craven Local Plan – Designation of Green Spaces
As noted at the last meeting, the Clerk reported that the District Council were inviting applications for local green spaces to be so designated in the Local Plan.  Submissions were requested by 2 December, and papers setting out the methodology for considering them had been circulated.
After discussion, it was RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Clayton; seconded Cllr Plunkett):

“THAT, in response to the Designation of Local Green Space – Call for Sites invitation dated 21 October 2015, application be made to the planning authority for the bridleway from Croft House Farm to Haynholme to be designated as a Local Green Space in the Craven Local Plan, and that the Clerk be authorised to complete the paperwork accordingly.”

8. NYCC Locality Budget
Cty Cllr Heseltine gave details of the new grant funding being made available to each county councillor to help support local community projects.  The Clerk was asked to publish the scheme on the website and on the village noticeboards, together with an invitation to local residents to put forward ideas.  These would be discussed at the next meeting.
9. Planning
Old Quarry – the application had been granted conditional approval.
10. Consultations
(i) NYCC Transport Plan – online comments were invited by 30 November.

(ii) Register of Members’ Interests – a revised simplified form had been circulated by the District Council for comment.
(iii) Devo Local – a paper prepared by the NALC, outlining possible roles for local councils in devolution proposals, had been circulated.
(iv) Minerals and Waste Joint Plan – Preferred Options – online comments were invited by 15 January 2016.  A poster had been displayed on the village noticeboard.

11. Correspondence
(i) Fracking  A meeting was to be held on 20 November at 7pm at the Town Hall to provide a briefing on fracking issues for local communities.
(ii) Police Commissioner  The next surgery was to be held on 10 December from 3-4.30pm at the District Council offices.

(iii) E-Correspondence  Newsletters circulated for information: Craven District Council News, North Yorkshire Now, North Yorkshire Police, SLCC Bulletin,  White Rose Update, RSN Weekly News Review and Digest, RAY Good Neighbours Scheme, Planning Focus and the CDC Champions news issue.
12. Telephone Kiosk
It was noted that the refurbishment of the telephone kiosk had now been completed, and on presentation of the invoice, payment of £780 (inc VAT) to AT Lee Properties was authorised.

13. Christmas Tree
It was RESOLVED (Proposed: the Chairman; seconded: Cllr Billing):

“THAT a Christmas tree (costing in the region of £60) be provided by the Parish Council for the village over the 2015/16 period.”
Cllr Bell offered to source and deliver a suitable tree.

14. Village Green
The Clerk reported that proof of title to the Village Green had been obtained from solicitors for a fee of £6 for a copy of the Land Registry entry. Payment of the invoice to AWB Charlesworth was authorised.

15. Date of next Council Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 15 December [to be confirmed].  
Agenda items:  Budget and Precept 2016/17
A65 Draughton Bypass Speed Restriction
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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