DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 18 March 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis - Chairman



Cllr R Clayton




Cllr M Billing


Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: 





Mr G Holmes, Gritting Contractor 

(to Minute 5 only)

Local Electors - 1
1. Apologies for Absence
None
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

3. Co-option to Council
The Chairman called for nominations to the casual vacancy on the Council.  The Clerk presented a completed consent to co-option form signed by Mr W Bell.

The nomination of Mr Bell, duly seconded, (nominated by: the Chairman; seconded by: Cllr Plunkett) having been received, and there being no other nominations, it was unanimously resolved that Mr W Bell be, and he is, hereby co-opted as councillor to the casual vacancy on the Council with immediate effect.

The Clerk undertook to organise the completion of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and the Declaration of Interests form outside the meeting.

The Chairman proposed that a letter be sent to John Garnett, retired councillor, to thank him for his work for the Council, and this was agreed.

4. Winter Weather
Further to discussions at the previous two meetings, the Clerk reported that a reply to the Council’s letter raising concerns regarding the clearance of snow and ice in the village had been received from MP Julian Smith.  His reply had forwarded a copy of a letter from Mr Bowe (Corporate Director, Highways), which was read out to the meeting.  The County Council’s winter weather procedures were explained in the context of the recent access issues for residents in the Draughton area, and it was confirmed that, subject to the availability of resources, minor routes should continue to be cleared once main routes had been treated, with the objective of clearing them within 72 hours.   

The Clerk also reported that a complaint had been sent to Highways as regards the gritters’ omission of the priority (bus) route at the top of the village during the snowy period in mid to end January, and this had been acknowledged.
The Chairman welcomed Mr Graham Holmes, local gritting contractor, to the meeting.  He reported that, contrary to the County’s stated winter weather policies, he had not been required to treat his circuit of minor roads in the area at all during the last two years, and that it was, therefore, no longer viable for him to continue to provide the on-call service.   There followed a full discussion of possible alternative options for a local service to be provided.  It was agreed that every effort would continue to be made to press for the County Council’s policies as regards snow and ice clearance in the area to be carried out effectively. 

5. Village Green Grass Cutting Contract
It was agreed to renew the contract with ISS Facilities for cutting the village green over the 6 months from April to September 2015, on the basis of 2 cuts per month, for a fee of £257.33 + VAT.  This represented an increase of 2.5% compared with costs in 2014.

6. Minutes of the Council Meeting on 25 February 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 25 February were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

7. Matters Arising 
(i) Besom Cottage Trees  The Clerk reported that the sycamores had now been removed and the logs left over had been made available for local residents to collect.
(ii) Website  It was reported that Westbrooks had started work on a basic upgrade for the site, within estimated costs of up to £200, as authorised at the previous meeting.  In answer to a query, the Clerk confirmed that the site would be monitored over the next month to check the number of visits being made to it. A report would be made to the next meeting.
(iii) Cattle grids on lane by church  The Clerk reported that John Garnett, who, as local farmer and landowner was the principal user of the lane for agricultural purposes, had confirmed that he did not object to the filling in of the cattle grids, and the Highways Rights of Way Officer had also confirmed that the work could be carried out.   Mr Redman thanked the Council for looking into the matter, and re-affirmed that the work would be carried out shortly.
8. Community Spring Clean
The Clerk reported that the District Council were inviting communities to take part in a volunteer-led litter-pick on 21 March.  A poster publicising this had been displayed on the village noticeboard.  In view of the timescale, it had not been possible to organise a group to take part on the specified date, but Ann Ramsden had offered to help set up some form of comparable local initiative at a future date.  
9. Internal Audit
The re-appointment of Mr Charles Burton as Internal Auditor to the Council for audit of the financial accounts 2014/15 was approved.

10. Membership Subscriptions
It was agreed to renew the subscriptions to the Society of Local Council Clerks, to the Yorkshire Local Councils Association, to Rural Action Yorkshire, and to SELRAP, and the Clerk was authorised to make payments to the organisations accordingly, provided that the membership fee in each case was in line with budgetary provision.

11. Planning Applications

Greystones, Silsden Moor – Proposal for 100kw wind turbine noted. No comments to be made.

12. Consultations
It was noted that the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority had opened a consultation on their Local Plan Infrastructure and Housing Policies.  The papers were circulated at the meeting and comments, due by 1 May, would be discussed at the April meeting.
13. Correspondence

(i) Craven District Council Waste Collection Points It was noted that the District Council were piloting a new system for centralised waste collection points in two communities in the district.  Waste Manager, Paul Florentine, had offered to attend a future meeting to explain procedures further.
(ii) Parishes Liaison Group The next meeting would be held on 24 March at the District Council offices.  It would be attended, if possible, by Cllr Billing.
(iii) Craven Area Committee  The next meeting was to be held on 19 March.

(iv) Le Petit Depart  Posters to advertise the cycling event on 31 May had been issued for display on the village noticeboards.

(v) E-Newsletters  The District Council newsletter and the North Yorkshire Now newsletter had been circulated for information.

14.  Schedule of Meeting Dates 2015/16
The schedule of proposed meeting dates for 2015/16, as amended in respect of the May date (see Minute 15 below), was approved.

15. Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was convened to be held on Thursday 21 May.  The Notices would be signed by the Chairman outside the meeting.

16. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 15 April 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Chairman
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