DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 26 March 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   Cllr M Curtis –  Chairman


Cllr M Billing




Cllr R Clayton



Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk




Apologies:
Cllr J Garnett




In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






Mr P Florentine, Waste Manager, Craven






District Council (to Minute 5 only)




Local Electors: 6
1. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 26 February 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 26 February 2014 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.

2. Matters Arising 
(i) Telephone Kiosk  The Clerk reported that quotations for the repair work had been requested.
(ii) Railway Cottages  A response from the planning department as regards the new extension at Whistlestop Cottage had yet to be received.
3. Tour de France

The Clerk reported that the welcome banner had been ordered from the District Council, as agreed at the last meeting, but that the bunting design, being specific to the Tour event and therefore not re-usable, had not been ordered.  A letter had been sent to the Devonshire Estate requesting assurances as regards their security plans for campers at the site, but a response had not yet been received.  It was also noted that details of Le Petit Depart event to be held on 1 June had been received from the District Council.
At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Florentine then reported on the District Council’s plans for communities to help clear up after the event.  It was proposed that supplies of bin bags and litter grabbers would be delivered to the village in the week leading up to the event and special collections of the filled bags would be made the following week.  It was agreed, after discussion, that the Clerk would contact Alison Turner, caretaker at the Village Hall, to organise reception and storage of the bags and grabbers.  Cllr Clayton offered to coordinate the volunteer litter picking effort, with requests for volunteers to be printed on the reverse of the barbecue tickets. 
4. Bins on Lane by Church

The Clerk reported further on proposals put forward by Mr Hargreaves to develop the recycling and waste bin site on the lane by the church.  

Arrangements had now been made to have the clothes recycling bin removed, and the remaining bins were to be replaced with refurbished ones.  Preliminary costings for plans to move and screen the area had been received, and it was anticipated that the works would cost in excess of £1600.  Highways had no objection to the verge of the lane being used as set out in the draft plans for the site, and the planning authority had confirmed that either the Council or Mr Hargreaves, as land owner of a portion of the proposed development site, could apply for planning permission for its change of use.

After discussion, it was agreed to tidy up the existing site further by exchanging the four small household bins with one larger one, and Mr Florentine undertook to check whether this could be supplied.  In view of the likely costs of the scheme, and the probable requirement for planning permission for it, Mr Hargreaves offered to take on responsibility for pursuing it as part of his forthcoming development application for the Old Quarry site as a whole.

5. Planning Applications
Bolton Abbey/Embsay Steam Railway – Retrospective Permission for Extension to Miniature Railway -   No comments to be made.
6. Consultations
Transparency Code for Local Councils  It was reported that local councils were invited to contribute to an online consultation on proposals for a new transparency code under the new audit framework set up under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  It was noted that the requirements of the Code were already being met by the Council.
7. Village Green Grass Cutting Contract
It was agreed to renew the contract with ISS Facilities for cutting the village green over the 6 months from May to October 2014, on the basis of 2 cuts per month, for a fee of £251.06 + VAT.  This represented an increase of 3% compared with costs in 2013.

8. Internal Audit
The re-appointment of Mr Charles Burton as Internal Auditor to the Council for audit of the financial accounts 2013/14 was approved.

9. Membership Subscriptions
It was agreed to renew the subscriptions to the Society of Local Council Clerks for a fee of £64 (compared with £63 in 2013/14) and to the Yorkshire Local Councils Association for a fee of £111 (£109 in 2013/14).

The Clerk was also authorised to renew the subscription to Rural Action Yorkshire when it fell due.

10. Correspondence

(i) SLCC News  The Clerk reported that, following the enactment of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the new audit framework was to be implemented.  It was also reported that local councils were no longer required to make payments by cheques signed by two signatories, and could therefore set up electronic banking systems if they wished.  This was discussed, but it was agreed to retain the current banking arrangements for the immediate term and keep this under review for the future.
(ii) Parishes Liaison Group  The next meeting was due to be held on 26 March.
(iii) White Rose Update  The newsletter was circulated for information.  Future copies would be circulated by email, and key issues would be reported to the Council as necessary.
(iv) Yorkshire Festival 2014  A brochure for the event was tabled for information.

(v) Yorkshire Dales Leader Programme  Drop-in community consultation events were to be held on 2 and 3 April in Pateley Bridge and Settle respectively.

11. Superfast Broadband
The Clerk reported on a suggestion, put forward by local electors David Little and Ann Ramsden, that the Council start to press more vigorously for superfast broadband to be introduced into the village within the County-wide roll-out.  Mr Little had offered to help advance the village’s case to be a higher priority for inclusion in the programme, and would attend County and District meetings on the Council’s behalf, if convenient.  

After discussion, it was agreed to invite representatives from Nynet and the District Council to attend the next meeting to report on progress on the roll-out programme.

12. Village Green
The Clerk reported that a complaint had been made to the Council regarding the erection of a shed and associated screening fence for a recycling bin at Besom Cottage.  The structures appeared to have been placed on the registered Village Green land.  This would be queried with North Yorkshire County Council, and the Clerk was also asked to contact the planning authority at the District Council to check on permitted development rights for the property.

13. Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was convened to be held on 21 May and the Notices were signed by the Chairman.

14. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 16 April 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Chairman
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