DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 16 March 2017 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr R Clayton – Vice-Chairman (in the Chair from Minute 5(ii))


Cllr M Billing


Cllr R Neale



Cllr S Plunkett (in the Chair to Minute 5(i))
Mrs J Markham – Clerk
In attendance: District Cllr D Pighills

Members of public: 1
1. Election of Chairman
In the absence of the Vice-Chairman, it was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Billing; seconded Cllr Neale): “THAT Cllr Plunkett be and he is hereby elected Chairman of the meeting with immediate effect.”

2. Apologies for Absence

Received from Cllr Bell; absence approved.
3. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable pecuniary interest (previously registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 February 2017
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 23 February 2017 were taken as read, approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.
5. Matters Arising
(i) Housing Development off Main St  It was noted that the planning application for 9 houses had been withdrawn.
At this point, the Vice-Chairman joined the meeting, and took the Cbair

(ii) Transparency Fund  The Clerk reported that an application for grant funding of £432 had been made in respect of the staff costs of maintaining compliance with the Transparency Code.
(iii) Parking at top of village A letter had been sent to the Dales Care Home, requesting that staff and visitors be advised not to park opposite the village green.  The situation would be monitored and followed up at future meetings as necessary.
The remaining matter arising, as noted on the agenda, was considered separately for decision (Minute 6 below).

6. Grass Cutting 2017 Season
The Clerk confirmed that the contract for the cutting of the village green had been agreed with ISS Facilities, and notices had been placed on the website and on the village noticeboards, advising residents that the Low Lane and Main St verges were not to be cut by contractors this year.  No feedback had been received to date.
The Clerk also reported on quotations for servicing of the mower and strimmer, and reported that arrangements had now been made for the machines to be collected for service on 31 March.

After discussion, it was agreed to invite volunteers to join a team for cutting the village verges, and Cllr Neale offered to organise this.  Cllr Plunkett and the Vice-Chairman  also offered to help, and to perform the first couple of cuts of the season from April. 
7. Electronic Banking 
The Clerk introduced a report on possible procedures for electronic banking for the Council.
After discussion, it was agreed that no action would be taken to move to a system of electronic banking at present, until such time as fully secure and cost effective arrangements were more readily available for local councils, but that developments in the services offered would continue to be monitored.
8. Financial Matters

(1) The month’s accounts were approved for payment, and cheques signed as required.
(2) A reimbursement of £75 to the Clerk, in respect of a payment (for maintenance of the Council’s computer) authorised by the Clerk in consultation with the Vice Chairman pursuant to Financial Regulation 4.1, was approved.

(3) Costings for the supply of energy to the footway lights were received.

It was RESOLVED: “THAT the contract with North Yorkshire County Council for procurement of energy supplies for the footway lights be renewed at an annual cost of £124.29”

(4) Quotations for the renewal of insurances 2017 were received.

It was RESOLVED: “THAT, with effect from 1 June 2017, the insurances be renewed with Zurich for a premium cost of £206, and that the Clerk be authorised to execute the contract documentation accordingly.”

9. Consultations and Correspondence
(i) Correspondence  Newsletters and emails circulated for information were noted.  A letter from Craven District Council, publicising the agenda for the next Parishes Liaison meeting to be held on 22 March at 6.30pm, was discussed.  District Cllr Pighills noted that all householders were shortly to receive leaflets confirming details for the new commingled recycled waste collection service. 
(ii) Public Rights of Way Network  Proposals contained in an online consultation on the public rights of way network was discussed and the proposed role for parish councils in the process was noted.  
(iii) North Yorkshire Police Property Fund It was noted that a fund was available for community projects.  This would be researched further and a further report made to the next meeting.
10. Date of next Council Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Thursday 20 April 2017 at 7.00pm in the village hall. (Please note start time.)
The meeting closed at 8.00 pm.
Chairman
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