DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 13 June 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett


Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk
Apologies : 
Cllr M Billing

In attendance:  Mr C Burton, Internal Auditor

1. Co-option
It was resolved (Proposed: Cllr Clayton; seconded: Cllr Garnett) that Mr S Plunkett be and he is hereby co-opted to the Council with immediate effect. 

Cllr Plunkett’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office, including an undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct, was signed and received by the Clerk.

2. Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting on 16 May 2012
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 May 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

3. Minutes of Annual Council Meeting on 16 May 2012
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 16 May 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising

(i) Chelker Wind Turbines  It was reported that the planning authority was continuing to give consideration to requests to have the existing turbines removed from the site, on the grounds that they appeared to be no longer operational.
(ii) Appointment of parish members to Standards Committee  It was agreed to vote for Cllrs Chatwin, Hart, Robinson and Stewart, and the Clerk was authorised to complete and return the ballot paper accordingly.
(iii) Farfield Farm  The Clerk reported that a decision was due to be taken by the planning authority in August.

(iv) Lobwood Hydro Unit It was reported that, if approved, the temporary planning permission would run for a 12 month period.

(v) Footway Lights  The Clerk reported that advice had now been received from Highways maintenance team, recommending that no action be taken until a further inspection had been carried out in 6 months’ time.  This was agreed.

(vi) Authorised Signatories  It was noted that Cllr Clayton had now been added to the list of authorised bank signatories.

5. Annual Return and Statement of Receipts and Payments 2011/12  
The Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, reported on the annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures and noted that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective and that accounting information shown in the Annual Report had been correctly stated.  Taking these assurances into account, the Council then approved the Annual Return, including the Annual Governance Statement, for submission to external auditors, Mazars LLP.  It was noted that it was proposed to appoint Littlejohn LLP as auditors with effect from September 2012, and that, under revised regulations, a limited assurance approach, with no charge to small bodies, was to be adopted.  
The Chairman thanked Mr Burton for his work as internal auditor during the year.

6. Code of Conduct
The Clerk advised that, with the current Code of Conduct ceasing to have effect from 30 June under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011, successor arrangements to ensure high standards of members’ conduct would need to be put in place.  

After discussion, and until such time as a revised Code to be issued by the District Council could be considered, together with guidance due from the Government as regards the definition of “disclosable pecuniary interests”, it was resolved to adopt the model Code provided by NALC (in the form attached as an Appendix to these Minutes), to take effect from 1 July 2012. 
7. Jubilee Memorial
Cllr Clayton introduced proposals to place flower troughs at each entrance to the village from the A65 to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  It was proposed that they would be built and maintained by volunteers.  The Clerk was asked to consult Highways and investigate the costs of an appropriate memorial plaque, and to report back to the next meeting.

8. Road Safety on A65
The Council discussed the recent accidents on the A65, when on three occasions, vehicles had crashed into Chelker Reservoir.  It was agreed that concerns should be raised with Yorkshire Water, as regards the possible contamination of the reservoir, and with Highways, as regards the possibility of installing crash barriers along this stretch of the A65.

9. Consultations

(i) Major Infrastructure Planning Regime  Cllr Plunkett reported on a Government consultation on proposed changes to the planning regime, in respect of proposed major infrastructure developments, such as large wind farms.  
(ii) Public Rights of Way Framework  A consultation on proposed changes to the processes for managing rights of way was to run until 6 August 2012.  The proposals would be reviewed further by Cllr Plunkett and a report made to the next meeting.
10. Correspondence
(i) Craven Community Champion Awards It was noted tht nominations for the awards could now be made to the District Council.
(ii) Police and Crime Commissioners  A briefing note on the process for electing a Commissioner was circulated for information.
(iii) Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge  The Clerk reported that parish councils were being invited to nominate outdoor recreational spaces as Queen Elizabeth II Fields.
11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 18 July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Chairman
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