DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 24 June 2010 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr D Jones – Chairman (from item 2)


Cllr J Garnet


Cllr M Billing

Apologies:
Cllr M Curtis


Cllr R Clayton

Mrs J Markham – Clerk

1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council, it was resolved:

“That Councillor D Jones be and he is hereby elected as Chairman of the Meeting with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Billing, seconded by Cllr Garnet.

2. Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting and of Council Meeting, both held on 20 May 2010
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 20 May 2010 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.
3. Matters Arising 
(i) Parking in the Village  The suggestion made at the Annual Parish Meeting to introduce an “honesty box” parking system in the Village was discussed.  It was also noted that Highways had agreed with the idea of discouraging parking around the church and village hall as and when required by means of cones and signs, rather than by laying permanent road markings on the lane by the church.  Taking both matters into account, it was felt that an honesty box would tend to encourage parking by visitors and walkers, although the parking area on the setts had been intended for users of the church and village hall and for local parking. For this reason, it was agreed not to pursue the idea of an honesty box, but to write to both the church and village hall to ask them to control parking in the area, whenever an event might require it.
(ii) Parish Plan and Infrastructure Audit - Transport  The Clerk reported that Kate Senior, at Craven District Council, had offered to attend a future meeting of the Council to discuss local transport suggestions, and other issues arising from the parish plan.  This would be arranged.

(iii) Parish Plan – Cycle Path  The meeting with Sustrans was to be held on 2 July.

(iv) Parish Plan – Playing Field  It was reported that the Cricket Club had agreed arrangements with Mr and Mrs Hargreaves of Draughton House for seasonal use of part of their field for cricket training.  This was welcomed, and the Clerk was asked to pass on the Council’s thanks and to keep the Hargreaves up to date with developments.
(v) Telephone Kiosk  The Clerk reported that shelving had now been installed in the kiosk, and that newspapers were being delivered there.  After discussion, it was agreed to set up preliminary arrangements for the delivery of other items, including foodstuffs, in order to assess local demand for this service.  The Clerk was asked to discuss this with the newsagent.

(vi) Chelker Wind Turbines  The Chairman of the Meeting reported on an article in the Craven Herald indicating that Yorkshire Water were reviewing their options for the site.  District Cllr Knowles-Fitton had confirmed, following a meeting with the company, that they were intending to submit revised planning proposals. 

4. Council Insurances 2010/11
The renewal of insurance policies with Allianz for a premium of £366.76 (including an additional cost of £20 premium to provide property all risks cover up to a maximum liability of £2000 for the telephone kiosk) was approved.
5. Footway Lights
The Clerk reported on a recent meeting with Highways at which the location and number of the five footway lights belonging to the Parish Council had been confirmed.  

After discussion, and a full review of the energy and maintenance costs of providing this service, it was agreed that, with the exception of the light by the bins on the lane from the church, the lights were not positioned in places where the cost could be wholly justified.  The Clerk was asked to research the cost of disconnecting them and to report back to the next meeting.

6. Council Subscriptions – Rural Action Yorkshire
Cllr Billing confirmed that the information provided by RAY, and the access to grant funding bodies and other advisory services, continued to be useful, and renewal of the subscription 2010/11 was approved at a cost of £35.

7. Planning Applications
Tree Order – 4 Spring Rise  Cllr Jones declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the matter.  The Clerk reported that the application had been approved by the District Council.
Tree Order – Southfield  It was agreed to make a comment on the notice to ensure that the owner of the tree had no objections.

8. Consultations
North Yorkshire County Council Transport Strategy  The Strategy was noted, and after discussion, the Clerk was asked to write to the County Council confirming the relevant local issues, namely the safety concerns at the A65 junctions and the inadequacy of the x84 bus service for local needs, and to draw attention to proposals for a cycling and walking route into Skipton.

9. Correspondence
(i) Standards Committee It was agreed to vote for Cllrs Jaquin and Rooze as the parish council representatives on the Standards Committee.
(ii) Sustainability4Yorkshire  It was noted that a new grant fund had been set up for Green Communities projects (carbon reduction plans.)
(iii) Leader Events  Cllr Billing agreed to attend the Leader Event on 6 July on behalf of the Council.

(iv) Dept of Communities and Local Government  The Coalition Government’s programme of priorities and intentions for communities and local councils was noted.

(v) Sunday bus services  Timetable revisions were noted, and it was reported that the service was now being operated by Yorkshire Pullman, instead of by Jacksons of Silsden.

(vi) YLCA Annual Meeting  This was to be held on 17 July.

10. Hire of Village Hall
Cllr Billing reported that the Village Hall Management Committee had requested that the Council consider paying a hire charge for use of the Village Hall for monthly meetings.  This would be considered at the next meeting.

11. Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 22 July 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Apologies for this meeting were received from Cllr Garnett.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Chairman
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