DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 16 July 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   Cllr M Curtis –  Chairman


Cllr M Billing




Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett



Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






Local Electors: 9
1. Apologies for Absence
None.

2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received from: Cllrs Billing, Garnett and Plunkett

Matter to be discussed: Maintenance of Lane by Church

Nature of Interests: Cllrs Billing and Garnett – financial interests in property; Cllr Plunkett – financial interest of relative

Reason for Requests: That the number of members otherwise prohibited from taking part in the meeting would impede the transaction of the business.

Dispensation Requests approved.

3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on 21 May 2014
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Council held on 21 May 2014 were taken as read, and, with members noting the dissenting comments put forward by a local elector (which were to be considered under Matters Arising – see Minute 4 below), approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising from Annual Parish Meeting
(i)
Maintenance of Lane by the Church
The Clerk reported that, following discussions at the Annual Parish Meeting, further advice had been sought from North Yorkshire County Council, who had confirmed that the lane was a bridleway with private rights of access for the owners of properties on it.  As such, the County Council was responsible for maintaining the lane as a bridleway and ensuring that it remained accessible for walkers and horse-riders.  Adjoining landowners were responsible for maintenance of the hedges and trees along the lane, but further advice as regards the ownership and maintenance of verges remained outstanding.  
Cty Cllr Heseltine noted that he had requested a written report from officers which, when available, should provide clarification of outstanding issues as regards the condition and management of the lane as a right of way.

Mr Redman, noting that he did not believe he had undertaken to consult with the village (as recorded in the Minute of the Annual Parish Meeting), then affirmed that, in the meantime, he would ensure that weedkiller was no longer applied to the verges, but that he would continue to maintain the verges as he considered appropriate with effect from the weekend of 19/20 July.  He also used the opportunity of the meeting to inform Cllr Garnett, as owner of the hedges and trees, that he intended to resume trimming and cutting back of the hedges over the forthcoming weeks.
(ii) Verges on Donkey Neddy
It was reported that Highways could not maintain the verges on Donkey Neddy as this roadside did not meet their criteria for inclusion in the grass-cutting schedule.  After discussion, the Clerk was asked to write again to explain the village’s safety concerns in more detail.  The letter would be copied to Cty Cllr Heseltine, who offered to intercede on the Council’s behalf. 
(iii) Maintenance of other village roadside verges
The Clerk reported that a quotation for cutting the roadside grass verges in 2015, when this service was to be withdrawn by the County Council, had been received, and the cost would be in the region of £300 per cut.  This was noted, and options, including the possibility of setting up a rota of volunteers drawn from the village, would be considered further at a future meeting.
5. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council on 21 May 2014
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 21 May 2014 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

6. Matters Arising from Annual Council Meeting 
(i) Tour de France  The Chairman thanked the Village Hall Committee, and others involved, including Mr Bates, for all their hard work in organising events in the village to ensure that the weekend of the Tour de France was such a success.  
(ii) Council Insurances 2014/15  The Clerk reported that insurances had now been arranged with Came & Co. for an annual premium of £265.
(iii) Annual Return  The Annual Return had been submitted for external audit.
(iv) Superfast Broadband  Posters had been displayed in the village, encouraging villagers to register their interest in fibre services.
(v) Bins on lane by church  It was reported that the blue clothing recycling bin had now been removed, and that planning permission for the screening work would be requested as part of the application for development of the Old Quarry site in due course.
(vi) Telephone kiosk The Clerk reported that a quotation for repairs was expected shortly.
7. Development on Village Green
The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from the planning authority to the effect that they were not currently proposing to take enforcement action as regards the erection of the shed outside the residential curtilage of Besom Cottage.  This advice from officers had been discussed and confirmed with Ward Cllr Knowles-Fitton.
During the ensuing discussion, it was also confirmed that the County Council, as Registration Authority, was only the holder of information held in the Common Land and Village Green Registers, but they had provided guidance available from DEFRA which set out the means by which village greens could be protected from unlawful development.

Concerned lest this development should set a precedent in the event of any future encroachments, members agreed to write to the owner of the property to request that he remove the shed, as an unlawful development, from the village green.  Cllr Plunkett agreed to draft the letter.
8. Council Data Management and Storage
The Clerk presented a costed proposal for purchase of a laptop computer, together with associated software, licence package and mouse for a total cost of £415.90 (inc VAT).
It was resolved:
“THAT the acquisition of computer hardware and software for the purpose of storing and managing Council data be approved, and that the Clerk be authorised to arrange payment for the necessary items in line with the quotation received of £415.90.”
9. Planning Applications
(i) The Bungalow, Railway Cottages  It was noted that retrospective planning permission had been granted.
(ii) YDNPA Local Plan It was noted that YDNPA’s Local Plan was currently available in draft form online for comment.
10. Consultations
(i) Transparency Code for Small Authorities  It was reported that a second stage of consultation on audit arrangements for small authorities following changes to the audit regime introduced by the Local Audit and Accountability Act was currently in progress.
(ii) Openness Regulations  It was reported that a draft plain English Guide on the Openness Regulations 2014 had been made available for consultation and the Regulations were due to be passed shortly.
11. Correspondence

(i) White Rose Update  The Update had been circulated electronically for information.
(ii) SELRAP  The magazine “At a Glance” and an update on SELRAP’s appeal had been circulated for information.
(iii) Waste Recycling  Posters had been displayed in the village giving notice of charges for the disposal of rubble and hardcore.  
(iv) YLCA  The Annual Report was circulated for information.

(v) Lights Out 4 August A “Lights Out” Day was to be held on 4   August to commemorate the First World War.

(vi) Laterlife Challenge  We are asked to help publicise the Laterlife Challenge, an invitation to retired people to record their experiences of making the most of retirement years.  Details would be posted on the website.

(vii) Review of Polling Districts  The District Council were consulting on polling districts.  The village hall in Draughton would be confirmed as an appropriate venue.

(viii) Craven Community Champion Awards 2014  It was noted that nomination forms were now available.

12. Traffic on Donkey Neddy
The Clerk reported that a complaint had been received from a local resident as regards a recent increase in inappropriate use of the route through the village by heavy traffic.
At the request of the Chairman, Mr Chew reported further on his concerns with safety for traffic, including cyclists, using Donkey Neddy.  After discussion, it was agreed to write to Highways to draw these concerns to their attention and to request that they monitor usage of the lane.  It was also agreed to draw to their attention the condition of the drains on the road, which led to frequent flooding after rainfall. 

13. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 24 September 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Chairman
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