DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 17 July 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.50pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – in the Chair


Cllr M Billing





Cllr R Clayton

Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr J Garnett



In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine
Mr M Keeble, Addingham Civic Society (Minute 1 only)

PCSO N Smith, North Yorkshire Police

(Minutes 1 and 2 only)






Local Electors - 1
1. Farfield Farm – Planning Appliation – Tipping of Inert Waste 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Keeble, Addingham Civic Society, reported that the County Council’s Planning Committee had not yet made a decision on the proposed waste tipping development site at Farfield Farm.  The planning officers had recommended refusal of planning permission, as the proposal, which was to be considered as a landfill operation, rather than as for the purposes of agricultural improvement, did not comply with planning policies nor with the North Yorkshire Waste Local Plan and ENV1 of the Craven District Local Plan.

A meeting had been held on 4 June, followed by a site visit on 12 July, and the next meeting was convened to be held on 6 August.  Addingham Civic Society was requesting that the Parish Council, as a statutory consultee, should speak at the meeting in opposition to the proposals, in line with the letter of objection previously registered with the planning authority.  (Minute 2(i) of the meeting held on 22 March 2012, and Minute 2(iii) of the meeting held on 18 April, refer; the letter subsequently sent to the planning authority is attached to these Minutes as an Annexe.)
The Clerk reported that notice of the recent meetings and site visit had not been provided to the Council, and this would be raised as a matter of considerable concern with the relevant planning officer.  In view of the lack of notice, councillors were not in a postion to attend the next meeting, and requested that it be re-convened at a later date, to allow more time for preparations to be made.   In the event that the meeting should go ahead on 6 August, it was agreed to request that a representative from Addingham Civic Society read out a written statement on behalf of the Council.  The Clerk was authorised to liaise with Mr Keeble to organise this, if necessary.
2. Report by North Yorkshire Police Community Support Officer
PCSO Smith introduced herself to the meeting, and noted that, having recently assumed responsibility for this area of the County, she would be reporting to the Council on a regular basis.  She reported that in the month of June there had been one incident of theft in Draughton which had been satisfactorily dealt with.
The Council briefed PCSO Smith on road safety concerns at the junctions from the A65 into the village.
3. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 19 June 2013
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 19 June 2013 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising from Meeting of the Council on 22 May 2013
(i) North Yorkshire Local Account  The Clerk read out the County Council’s reply to the consultation submission on the Local Account (services for elderly people).  This was noted.
(ii) Garden Waste  Following his presentation to the June meeting, Mr Florentine had confirmed his intention to provide copy to the Craven Herald detailing revised guidelines for the garden waste scheme.
(iii) Planning  The Clerk reported that the Tree Officer did not consider it appropriate to attend a meeting of the Council, but she had confirmed that the application to remove the beech tree at 5 Spring Rise had been made because of the proximity of the tree to the property.
(iv) Local Plan  Papers from the session on the Local Plan held on 27 June were circulated.  Cllr Billing, who had attended the session on behalf of the Council, reported that 0.6 hectares of land in the village had been designated for employment land.  A report would be made to the Council in September by the District Council planning officers.
5. Highways Issues 
The Clerk reported that Highways were investigating the inclusion of the two Draughton drainage schemes (the one on the lane by the Church, and the other on Heights Lane) in the Capital Programme 2014/15, and a further report would be made to the next meeting.  Mr Redman requested that access arrangements for residents be clarified for the period when works were in progress.
A response had been received from Highways to the Council’s request for an inspection of the road markings on Low Lane, and it was considered that the lines at the junction did not as yet require repainting.

The recent poor performance of Highways contractors working on verge trimming was discussed, and the Clerk was asked to write to raise villagers’ concerns.  Highways would also be requested to include the verges further down Low Lane on the schedule.

Mr Redman noted that he would be taking steps to trim back the hedges on the lane by the church, but this would be done sympathetically.  He was asked to liaise with the landowner, Cllr Garnett.

6. SELRAP
The Clerk reported that the annual subscription to SELRAP was due.  The Council affirmed their continuing support for the organisation, and authorised the Clerk to make the payment of £15 (as budgeted).

7. Planning Applications
(i) 1/2 The Croft  - it was noted that planning permission had been granted for an extension linking the two properties.
(ii) Chelker  The Clerk reported that an email had been received from the planning department to the effect that work would begin to remove the existing turbines from the site during the summer.
8. Correspondence
(i) YLCA  The latest information note and papers of the Annual Joint Meeting held on 20 July were circulated for information.

(ii) Woodland Trust  Local Councils were being invited to apply for a pack of free trees from the Woodland Trust.  Details of the scheme would be placed on the website, so as to gauge the likely level of support from villagers, and a report would be made to a future meeting.
(iii) CDC Champion Awards 2013  A notice publicising the awards, for which nominations were now being invited, had been displayed on the noticeboard.  Details would also be placed on the village website.
9. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 18 September 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. *  
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Chairman
*Note: A meeting will be convened in August, if necessary, for the consideration of any urgent planning applications.
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