DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 19 January 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman 


Cllr R Clayton


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr D Jones


Cllr M Billing



Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  For Minutes 1 and 2 only:

District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton


Mrs S Rigby )



Mr C Wray   ) – Beamsley Parish Meeting



Mr P Rigby - PACT



   For Minute 3 only:

Members of Village Hall Management Committee –

Mr C Burton

Mrs A Plunkett

Mrs T Moon

Mrs A Turner (and Minute 4)

Additional Local electors –  Minutes 1 and 2 only – 7, Minutes 1-4 – 2

1. Chelker Wind Turbines

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from the planning authority advising that the Planning Committee meeting at which the application would be considered had been scheduled for 13 February, and enclosing additional information from the applicant responding to representations made concerning the proximity of the turbines to nearby residential properties.  

After discussion concerning the possible organisation of speakers against the application at the Planning Committee meeting, the Clerk read out a draft address, which had been prepared for Cllr Billing to deliver.  This was discussed and approved in broad outline, with suggested amendments and additions, and the Clerk was authorised to finalise the document, in consultation with the Chairman and Cllr Billing.  
The Clerk was also asked to contact the Planning Committee Clerk in order to confirm arrangements for speakers and to confirm the timing and venue for the meeting.

2. Ward Councillor’s Address

Cllr Knowles-Fitton explained to the meeting Government proposals to provide the District Council with additional funds, amounting to 2½ of the current tax base, in order that council tax could be frozen for a further financial year in 2012/13.  This would have the effect of eroding the local tax base for future financial years, in the event that Council tax increases might then be required.  The offer was under consideration, and local electors were invited to comment on it direct to the Ward Councillor.

3. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 4 June 2012
Members of the Village Hall Management Committee joined the meeting to discuss arrangements for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations on 4 June 2012.  

It was noted, after discussion, that the Committee were proposing to organise the celebrations as one of their annual fund-raising events, promoted by means of ticket sales with the prices set at £5 each (£3 for children).  It was proposed that the distibution of flyers, followed by door-to-door ticket sales, would start from mid-April.
4. Dog Fouling on Bridleway
At the invitation of the Chairman, Mrs Bates reported that she and another local elector had contacted the Council to draw attention to the increase in dog fouling along the bridleway and public footpath on the route towards Bolton Abbey.  The District Council’s dog warden had been alerted to the problem, and had offered to provide new signs.  After discussion, it was agreed to display the new signs prohibiting dog fouling along the lane at key points, and to publicise the problem by means of the village email distribution system in the first instance.  If problems persisted, all dog owners in the village would be contacted in writing.

5. Minutes of Meeting held on 15 December 2011 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 15 December 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

6. Matters Arising

(i) Maintenance Matters  The Clerk reported that Mr Rasche had offered to contribute up to two-thirds, or a maximum of £300, towards the costs, estimated at £450, of maintaining the sycamore tree on the green, provided the Council agreed to take responsibility for the remainder of total costs and for organising planning permission for the work.  After discussion, the Clerk was asked to confirm to Mr Rasche that the Council would have no objection to the works being carried out if he wished to proceed, and would organise planning permission, but would not have funds available to contribute to the costs.

(ii) Superfast Broadband  The Clerk reported that the internet provider supplying superfast broadband in the area, LN Communications, had yet to provide an update on progress.  Details would be reported to the Council as and when available.  

(iii) Footway Lights  It was reported that a detailed quote was awaited from the electrician.  
7. Planning Applications
(i) Draughton House  Application for proposed works to trees approved.
(ii) Wayside Office  Plans for conversion of the office unit to two live/work units approved.
(iii) Chelker House Farm  Plans for new dairy unit.  No comments to be made.
8. Consultations

(i) Highways and Transportation  Discussion of the County Council’s current survey on transport issues was deferred to the next meeting.
9. Correspondence
(i) SELRAP  The latest SELRAP newsletter was circulated for information.

(ii) Police Community Support  The Clerk reported that the Police Community Support Officer, Gary Battison, had offered to attend a future Council meeting to talk about his work.  This had been arranged for the April meeting.

10. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on Thursday 23 February at 7.30pm.
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm.

Chairman
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