DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 25 February 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis - Chairman



Cllr R Clayton




Cllr M Billing


Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Local Electors - 2
1. Apologies for Absence
None
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

3. Members of Council
The resignation of John Garnett from the Council, with effect from 28 January, was noted.

The Clerk reported that notice of the casual vacancy had been posted on the noticeboards and on the village website for the required period of time, and that a poll had not been demanded.  

It was accordingly resolved to fill the vacancy by co-option, a vote for which would be taken at the next meeting.
4. Minutes of the Council Meeting on 21 January 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 21 January were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters Arising 
(i) Besom Cottage Trees  The Clerk reported that a Tree Preservation Order was not to be made, and the sycamores could now be removed (see Minute 6 below).  The arborist had been informed accordingly.
(ii) Winter Weather The Clerk noted that a letter had been sent to Julian Smith, MP, advising him of the problems experienced by residents with properties accessed by minor roads left untreated in winter weather, and it had been acknowledged by his office.  Local contractor, Graham Holmes, had quoted £50 plus the cost of the grit for each treatment of the village roads, including Heights Lane.  The Clerk was asked to contact him direct to ascertain total costs, including grit, and to report back to the next meeting.  In the meantime, Mr Redman suggested that a complaint be made to Highways as regards the non-treatment of the priority route at the top of the village during the most recent week of icy conditions.  This was agreed.
(iii) Cutting of roadside verges  The Clerk reported that County contractors, in discussion with Skipton Town Council, had asked for confirmation of the service required.  A quotation had then been requested, on the basis of a continuation of the current service, but with a reduction from 6 cuts to 5 per season.
(iv) ACRE funding for rural communities  The petition had been signed on behalf of the Council, and the government had now confirmed that funding would be continued.
(v) Parish Rural Sounding Board  It was noted that Cllr Billing had agreed to join the online facility in order to take part in surveys on behalf of the Council.
6. Upgrade of website
The Clerk reported that further discussions had been held with Westbrooks regarding the proposed upgrade to the website.  Mr Allen of Westbrooks explained that a basic upgrade could be provided for a cost of £150-£200, and he recommended that the site also be modified to take commercial advertising.  He offered to test the local market for this and report his findings to a future meeting of the Council.

In the meantime, it was resolved (Proposed: Cllr Clayton; seconded Cllr Billing) that a basic upgrade of the village website be carried out, and the Clerk was authorised to agree costs (in line with estimate of £150- £200) with Westbrooks Designers.
7. Lane by Church – Cattle Grids
With the agreement of the Chairman, Mr Redman raised an issue concerning the cattle grids up the lane by the church.  The fence beside the grid nearest his property had fallen into disrepair, thus no longer providing a necessary barrier between the gate and the grid, and this was considered dangerous for horse-riders.  Mr Redman proposed that the cattle grid be filled in, on the basis that it might no longer be required for the control of livestock.  It was thought that the grid further up the lane might also now be redundant, and this would be checked with Mr Garnett.  The Clerk was asked to get advice on these proposals from the Highways bridleways officer.

8. Planning Appplications
Besom Cottage – Tree Works – A Tree Preservation Order would not be made. 

9. Correspondence

(i) Craven District Council Standards Committee Nominations were invited for parish council members for election to the Standards Committee.

(ii) Commons Registration Regulations  The Regulations, updating the registration system and providing for a transitional period for applications for amendments, had been issued.

(iii) RAY A winter weather roadshow was to be held in Northallerton on 4 March and an event on community resilience would be held on 26 February in Settle.  A leaflet giving information on community activities was circulated.
(iv) Superfast Broadband  A Rural Services Network bulletin on Superfast Broadband had been circulated for information.
(v) SELRAP The AGM was to be held on 9 March.

(vi) Parishes Liaison Group The next meeting would be held on 24 March at the District Council offices.  It would be attended, if possible, by Cllr Billing and the Clerk.
(vii) YLCA- Inspiring Yorkshire  An event to raise awareness of the rights of local communities was to be held on 18 March in Ilkley from 9.30am.
(viii) Neighbourhood Watch  Local representative, Denise Hirst, was to notify the parish clerk of police and community safety notices so that the alerts could be circulated around the village using the village email address list.  

(ix) Bolton Abbey Mystery Play  Bolton Abbey were to stage a Mystery Play on 4/5 July 2015.  Details had been published on the village noticeboards and on the website.

10. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 18 March 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Chairman
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