DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 15 December 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman 


Cllr R Clayton


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr D Jones


Cllr M Billing



Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine


Local Electors – 1
1. Minutes of Meeting held on 17 November 2011 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 17 November 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Maintenance Matters  The Clerk reported that Highways had been asked to repair the manhole cover at the end of The Spinney.
(ii) Superfast Broadband  The Clerk reported that the internet provider supplying superfast broadband in the area, LN Communications, was working on a possible route by which the signals could be “bounced” from property to property to reach Draughton.  

(iii) CAB  It was reported that CAB had written to thank the Council for its continuing support.
3. Chelker Wind Turbines

The Clerk reported that the Council’s letter of objection had been submitted to the planning authority and copies sent to all the planning committee members and other interested parties.  Recent developments were then discussed.  It was reported that YDNPA had now objected to the turbine plans on landscape grounds, and that the applicant was challenging the objection made by English Heritage.  A date had not as yet been set for the planning committee meeting, but it was likely to be held in February.  The Clerk read out a card from the Leigh family, thanking the Parish Council for their support to date.
4. Precept  2012/13
The Clerk reported that following the decision taken at the November meeting to approve the Budget 2012/13 and use it as the basis for setting next year’s precept, a letter had been received from the District Council advising the Council to precept for possible election expenses of £881.87 in the event of parish elections being held in 2012.  Further advice had been sought, and, noting that expenses would only be incurred if vacancies on the Council were to be contested (and even if they were, the expenses would not be charged to the parish if District Council elections were held at the same time), it was RESOLVED that the Budget 2012/13, as approved at the meeting held on 17 November 2011, be confirmed, and that the Clerk be authorised to set the Precept with reference to it and notify the District Council accordingly.
5. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 4 June 2012
It was reported that the Village Hall Management Committee were to develop detailed proposals to organise a Hog Roast in the village to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on 4 June 2012.  Cllr Billing invited the Council to work with the Management Committee, and it was agreed that a joint meeting would be held immediately following the next meeting of the Council on 19 January.  It was noted that the District Council had circulated details of the proposed nationwide beacon-lighting ceremony, as discussed at the meeting held on 20 October.
The Clerk noted that, in line with the decision taken at the meeting held on 17 November 2011 to set a budget for the Council’s contribution to the event, a deposit of £150 had been paid to the Spitting Pig, Yorkshire.

6. Footway Lights
The Clerk reported that a detailed quote for replacement or removal of the defective lights was expected shortly.  It was noted that a credit note had been received from the District Council in respect of the incorrect invoice issued for previous maintenance works to the lights, and the Clerk was authorised to settle the invoice in payment for works to the remaining five lights in the sum of £184.08.

7. Planning Applications
(i) Fairleigh  Application for proposed works to trees approved.
(ii) West Berwick Farm  Revised plans for wind turbine.  No comments to be made.
(iii) Wayside Office  Proposal to convert office unit to two live/work units.  Pursuant to para.12 of the Code of Conduct, Cllr Garnett declared a personal interest in the matter, and withdrew from the discussion. No comments to be made.
8. Consultations

(i) Highways and Transportation  The Clerk reported that a further survey on transport issues was in progress, and documentation was circulated for review.  A decision on the response would be made at the next meeting.
(ii) Street Cleansing Review  The results of the District Council’s Street Cleansing Review were noted.

9. Correspondence
(i) Localism Act 2011  A briefing on the Act, set out in the White Rose Update, was circulated for information.

(ii) Planning proposals under the Act  The Clerk reported that all organisations suppporting Leiston-cum-Sizewell’s proposed amendments to the Localism Bill had received a formal reply, indicating that there would be further discussions with the Town Council to see if there was any further action required.
(iii) Standards of Conduct  A legal briefing note was circulated for information.
10. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on Thursday 19 January at 7.30pm.
The meeting closed at 8.05pm.

Chairman
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