DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 16 December 2010 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr R Clayton – in the Chair 

(from Minute 2)


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr D Jones
Apologies:
Cllr M Curtis


Cllr M Billing



Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  


County Cllr Robert Heseltine

Local Electors: 1
1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman of the Council, it was resolved that Cllr Clayton be appointed Chairman of the Meeting.

2. Minutes of Meeting on 18 November 2010
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 November 2010 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeing.
3. Matters Arising 
(i) Little Red Bus  It was reported that Cllr Barrington was working on the timetabling to include Draughton on one of the Little Red Bus routes, and would write further in due course.
(ii) Bridleway  The Clerk reported that there had been two recent incidents on the bridleway, the first concerning parking on the lane on 27 November when offensive language had been daubed on a car belonging to attendees at a village hall event, and the second  involving an accident leading to a pet fatality, which had raised potential safety concerns for pedestrians using the lane to walk their dogs.  These incidents were noted with concern, and it was agreed that use of the bridleway would continue to be closely monitored.
(iii) Localism  It was noted that Cllr Jones had agreed to act as the nominated point of contact for Localism and planning issues, and this had been confirmed with the District Council.  A reply had been received from Julian Smith, MP, acknowledging the concerns put forward as suggested issues for discussion by the Parliamentary Group on Parish Councils and, in the meantime, the Localism Bill had been published on 13 December.  A summary had been circulated for councillors and this would be discussed at the next meeting.
(iv) Winter Maintenance  The Clerk confirmed that, subject to national policies, as long as sufficient gritting stocks remained available, and as long as use of publicly-provided grit was not indiscriminate, grit bins provided by Highways would be refilled as and when required.  
(v) Waste PFI  It was noted that the County Council had awarded the contract to Amey Cespa.

(vi) Community Grants – Craven CAB  The Clerk reported that a letter supporting Craven CAB had been sent to the District Council.
4. Chelker Wind Turbines
The Clerk noted that the planning authority had not responded as regards Kelda’s breach of the planning condition attached to approval for erection of the monitoring mast, and that Cllr Knowles-Fitton had agreed to check on this further.  
5. Budget and Precept 2011/12
The Clerk presented a revised Budget 2011/12, recommending a zero increase in the Precept 2011/12. 

It was proposed, in line with notification received from the NALC that no national pay award for clerks was to be made this financial year, that the Clerk’s remuneration remain unchanged at £8.344p per hour for 19 hours’ work per month.

The Council agreed to set a zero increase in the Precept 2011/12, and noted that Highways had confirmed that, as a cost-saving measure, the footway lights could be switched off temporarily next year.  However, after discussion, it was agreed that adjustments to budgeted costs for legal and professional fees should instead be made to achieve this, in order that the footway lighting service could be maintained.  In this context, it was noted that the dispute with Npower regarding the recovery of costs for a previous financial year, in which invoices appeared to have been issued in error, remained ongoing.

It was accordingly RESOLVED:

“That the revised draft Budget 2011/12, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes as an Annexe, be approved, and that it be used as the basis for setting the Parish Precept 2011/12.”

6. Planning Applications
Southfield, The Spinney – Tree Order – No comments to be made.

7. Consultations

(i) Craven District Council Plan 2011  The draft Plan had been circulated and would be discussed more fully at the next meeting.

(ii) Planning Local List  The Clerk circulated a copy of the Local List, which would be discussed at the next meeting. 
(iii) Rural Services Network  The Clerk reported on the results of a recent survey “Call for Evidence – Building the Big Society”.  Copies of the full survey would be circulated for information. 
(iv) Yorkshire Dales Public Transport Users Group  The outcome of the County Council’s consultation on Sunday and Bank Holiday transport services had been published, and the proposed withdrawal of services had been approved, in spite of widespread concern.

8. Correspondence
(i) Affordable Housing Guide   This had been circulated for information.

(ii) Citizens Advice Bureau  The Annual Report was circulated for information.  The Clerk noted that the annual (budgeted) contribution of £50 to support Craven CAB was to be made.
9. Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 20 January 2011 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Chairman
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