DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Friday 18 December 2015 in the Village Hall at 6pm
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis – Chairman



Cllr M Billing

Cllr R Clayton


Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






Local Electors – 4 
1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr W Bell
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 November 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 18 November 2015 were taken as read, approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising 
(i) Superfast Broadband The Clerk reported on a telephone conversation with SFNY, in which it had been confirmed that Draughton was still included in phase 2 of the rollout project and that recent works to investigate the siting of a cabinet at Draughton Bottom had been connected with this.  The Clerk was asked to contact LN Communications again to check on progress with the provision of wireless superfast broadband.
(ii) Local Green Space The Clerk reported that an application had been made for the designation of the lane from Croft House Farm to Haynholme as a Green Space in the Local Plan.  In response to the queries of a resident, it was confirmed that its inclusion as such in the Local Plan, if it were judged to be eligible by the planning authority, would be subject to public consultation at a later date.
5. Road Safety
Following recent accidents at the Western junction from the village onto the A65, Cllr Billing had suggested that the Council consider requesting a lower speed limit along the Draughton bypass section of the A65.

A report setting out the background, and examining a number of issues for consideration, had been circulated, and was presented by the Clerk. 
After discussion, it was RESOLVED (proposed: Cllr Clayton; seconded: Cllr Plunkett):

“THAT an approach be made to the 95 Alive Speed Partnership to investigate the costs of installing flashing speed warning indicators along the A65 Draughton bypass, and that the Clerk be authorised to complete the formwork accordingly.”
In the context of considering the possibility of acquiring customised road signage, the Clerk reported that a quote of £25 per sign had been obtained by Mr Allen.  After discussion, it was decided not to pursue this option at present.

6. County Councillor’s Locality Fund
The Clerk reported that no additional proposals had been put forward for application to be made to the County Councillor’s Locality Fund, but, with reference to one of the proposals discussed at the previous meeting, a resident had confirmed support for acquisition of a defibrillator, noting that one was not available at the Dales Care Home.

It was agreed therefore to re-affirm an expression of interest in applying to the Locality Fund for part-funding for the purchase of a defibrillator for the community, and this was noted by Cty Cllr Heseltine.  The Clerk was asked to consult with the Care Home with a view to identifying a suitable site for the installation of the machine. The Care Home would also be invited to provide a financial contribution towards the remainder of the purchase cost.

7. Draft Budget and Precept 2016/17 
The draft Budget 2016/17 and Precept proposals were presented for approval.

It was RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Plunkett; seconded: Cllr Billing):

“THAT the draft Budget 2016/17, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes as an Appendix, be approved, and that it be used as the basis for setting the Parish Precept 2016/17 in order that sufficient funds be made available for budgeted expenditure, taking account also of the level of funds available as carried forward from previous financial years and with a view to managing any potential increase in local taxation, and that the Clerk be authorised to complete the precept form accordingly and arrange for its signature by the Chairman and two other members.”

8. Other Financial Matters

(1) The month’s accounts were approved for payment as follows:

(i) Clerk’s salary – 3 months September-December

(ii) Expenses - £24.47

(iii) Village Hall – £30 (3 meetings September-December)

(iv) Reimbursement to Cllr Bell for Christmas tree - £48

(v) Reimbursement to D Goldie for lights - £12

(2) It was RESOLVED (proposed: Cllr Clayton; seconded: the Chairman): “That a hi-vis jacket for the volunteer litter-picker in the village (costing up to £30) be provided, and that the Clerk be authorised to arrange for the purchase of a suitable item from a local supplier”.
(3) The Clerk reported that VAT reclaimed up to the end of November amounted to some £518.16.

9. Correspondence
(i) Citizens Advice Bureau  The annual report of the CAB had been received, and was noted.  Members re-affirmed the commitment to provide an annual donation of £50 for the organisation, as budgeted each year, and payment was approved for 2015/16.
(ii) E-Correspondence  Newsletters circulated for information: Craven District Council News, North Yorkshire Now, SLCC Bulletin,  RSN Weekly News Review and RAY news.
10. Date of next Council Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 13 January 2016
The meeting closed at 6.50pm.

Chairman
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