DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 22 May 2013 in the Village Hall immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M E Curtis – Chairman (from Minute 2)

Cllr S Plunkett


Cllr M Billing


Cllr J Garnett


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr R Clayton

In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine



District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton

Local Electors: 3
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor E M Curtis be and she is hereby re-elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Garnett , seconded by Cllr Billing.

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance was signed and received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Billing, seconded by Cllr Garnett.

3. Register of Interests
Councillors present confirmed that their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority, were accurate and up to date.  
The Clerk reported that a link to an electronic copy of the Register had now been provided on the village website, and that a full paper copy of the Register was available to view on request to the Clerk.

4. Minutes of Meeting on 17 April 2013
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 April 2013 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters Arising

(i) Footway Lights  It was noted that work on the footway lights had been authroised.
(ii) Village Green The Clerk reported that arrangements had been confirmed with contractors, ISS Facilities, and the first cuts of the green this season had been made.

(iii) Emergency Locum Clerk  Procedures had been drawn up and copied to the clerk of Embsay Council.

(iv) Planning – Mobile Phone Masts  It was noted that further information from consultants to the scheme was awaited.  In the meantime, a link to an online consultation on the amendment of planning regulations to facilitate the improvement of mobile phone connections had been received from YLCA.  This would be forwarded to members, and, subject to their additional comments, the initial comments supplied to consultants for the Draughton schemes would be copied to YLCA to contribute to their response to the consultation.
(v) Chelker Wind Turbines  It was noted that the planning authority had issued a Planning Enforcement Notice as regards the original planning consent condition requiring the removal of the turbines within 6 months in the event of their cessation of operation.  Advice on the interpretation of this condition had been provided by an industry specialist in Addiingham, and this would be forwarded to the planning officers.  Local witness statements to support the Enforcement action could be required at a later date in the process.  Further reports would be made to the Council as necessary. 
6. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
The Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (adopted on 18 March 2010), including the procedure for complaints and grievances in Standing Order 26, were reviewed and noted.
7. Inventory of Assets
The Clerk presented an inventory of the Council’s asset holdings, including a proposed breakdown of the book value of the assets, and these were reviewed and noted.

8. Publication Scheme
The Council’s publication scheme for handling requests for information from public and press was reviewed and noted.

9. Tour de France
At the invitation of the Chairman, Andy Bates reported on the roadshow held on 9 May.  It was noted that a publication, giving historical detail on local sites through which the tour would pass, was to be provided to the media covering the event, and it was agreed to contribute a piece on the history of Draughton to this, drawing  on the material assembled for the Parish Plan.
It was noted that Addingham was also making arrangements for the coordination of activities in their village.  A meeting was to be held on Thursday 23 May, and this would be attended by Mr Bates, on behalf of the village.  The Clerk also reported that the owner of the field by the railway line at the A59 entrance to the village had expressed an interest in allowing access to his land for parking and camping.

It was agreed that further developments locally and County-wide would be kept under close review and further meetings would be held with the Village Hall Trustees as necessary. 
10. Annual Return and Annual Accounts 2012/13
The Clerk tabled copies of the Statement of Receipts and Payments 2012/13, an unaudited draft of which had been considered at the last meeting.

At the request of the Chairman, Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, reported that he had no matters to raise with the Council, following his annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures, and he noted that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective and that accounting information shown in the Annual Report had been correctly stated.  Taking these assurances into account, the Council then approved the Annual Return, including the Annual Governance Statement, for submission to external auditors, Littlejohn LLP.
11. Planning Applications
(i) New Laithe – noted that the application for a new agricultural building had been approved.

(ii) The Old Chapel – at the request of a local elector, it was agreed to contact the owners of the Old Chapel to suggest that they take action to re-screen their gas tank, following the removal of the ancient yew trees.  The Clerk was also asked to invite the Tree Officer to attend a future meeting of the Council to explain their policies as regards the removal of ancient trees.

The Chairman proposed that notice of planning applications to be considered at future meetings would be circulated by email copy of the link to the application papers on the District Council’s website, rather than by circulation of paper copies, in order that members should have more time to consider them.  This was agreed.
12. Consultations
(i) NYCC Minerals and Waste Management Strategy – Joint Plan  This was discussed.
(ii) Community Infrastructure Levy  No comments to be made.
(iii) NYCC Local Account (Adult Care Services)  Cllr Billing raised a number of issues, and it was agreed to write to the NYCC Health and Wellbeing Board accordingly.  Cllr Billing agreed to draft the response.
13. Correspondence
(i) Craven Area Committee  It was noted that nominations were being sought for co-opted parish council representatives on the Committee.  
(ii) YLCA Craven Branch Annual Meeting  The meeting was being held on 22 May.  
(iii) White Rose Update  This was circulated for information.

(iv) Big Community Switch  It was noted that this scheme was to run until 3 June.  This had been publicised on the village noticeboard.

(v) Chairman of Craven District Council  A letter of introduction from the new chairman of the District Council was noted.

(vi) NALC Report  An update from a recent meeting between NALC and the Minister for DCLG was noted.

14. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 19 June 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Apologies were noted from Cllr Plunkett.
Agenda item – Garden Waste Management – Paul Florentine, CDC, in attendance.
The meeting closed at 9pm.

Chairman
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