DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 16 May 2012 in the Village Hall immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M E Curtis – Chairman (from Minute 2)

Cllr R Clayton 


Cllr M Billing


Cllr J Garnett


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine

Local Electors: 6
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor E M Curtis be and she is hereby re-elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Garnett, seconded by Cllr Clayton.

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance was signed and received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Billing, seconded by Garnett.

3. Declarations of Acceptance of Office
Declarations of Acceptance of Office, including an undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct,  were signed and received by the Clerk from all re-elected councillors.  It was noted that under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011, the existing Code of Conduct would cease to have effect from 30 June 2012.  The Council would, at a future meeting, determine arrangements for promoting and maintaining high standards of conduct by members.
4. Minutes of Meeting on 18 April 2012
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 April 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.

5. Matters Arising

(i) Farfield Farm  It was noted that the Council’s written response to the planning application, objecting to the proposals to tip non-agricultural waste on land at Farfield Farm, had been submitted.
(ii) Village Green The Clerk reported that contractors, ISS Facilities, had started work on maintaining the Green.

(iii) Footway Lights  The Clerk reported that an updated inspection report had not yet been received from the County Council.

(iv) Audited Accounts  It was noted that the report of the internal auditor, Charles Burton, would be made to the next meeting.

6. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
The Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (adopted on 18 March 2010), including the procedure for complaints and grievances in Standing Order 26, were reviewed and noted.
7. Inventory of Assets
The Clerk presented an inventory of the Council’s asset holdings, and these were reviewed and noted.

8. Insurances 2012/13
It was agreed to renew the Council’s insurances for 2012/13 with Allianz Insurance plc in the sum of £404.76 (£399.93 in 2011/12).

9. Publication Scheme
The Council’s publication scheme for handling requests for information from public and press was reviewed and noted.

10. Register of Interests
Councillors confirmed that, following their re-election, their interests recorded in the Register of Interests held on the Council’s behalf by the District Council had been updated.  It was noted that, under the Localism Act 2011, there would be a requirement for the compilation of a new Register, recording Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, and revised forms for completion would be circulated to members shortly.
11. Authorised Signatories
It was noted that, with the retirement of Cllr Jones, the list of signatories authorised to sign cheques for the Council needed to be amended.

Accordingly, it was resolved that Yorkshire Bank (“the Bank”) should hereby be authorised to honour all cheques, orders or withdrawals signed by any two of the following:

Cllr Curtis

Cllr Clayton
Mrs Markham

in accordance with the specimen signatures provided to the Bank in the form required, and otherwise in accordance with the Bank’s terms set out in its Business Customer Mandate.

12. Community Development Initiatives
At the invitation of the Chairman, Cllr Billing reported that the work of the Village SOS Campaign, seeking to promote community enterprise, would continue to be monitored.
13. Planning Applications
Lobwood Hydro Unit  It was agreed to respond to the consultation with a request for confirmation of the timescale for the temporary permission applied for.

14. Correspondence
(i) Standards Committee  It was noted that nominations were being sought for parish council representatives on the new Standards Committee of the District Council, being established under the Localism Act 2011.

(ii) Queen’s Speech Policy Briefing  A Briefing Note prepared by NALC on legislative plans included in the Queen’s Speech 2012 was circulated for information.

(iii) Business Support and Networking Programme  It was noted that the Programme to October 2012, issued by the District Council, was to include events on the development of broadband.

15. Co-option of Member
Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, it was RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Billing; seconded: the Chairman) that the public and press be excluded from the Meeting temporarily due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed concerning possible candidates for co-option.
After discussion, it was agreed that a decision to co-opt the fifth member of the Council would be taken at the next meeting.
16. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 13 June 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Apologies were received from Cllr Billing.
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Chairman
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