DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 19 May 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M E Curtis – Chairman (from Minute 2)

Cllr R Clayton 


Cllr M Billing


Cllr J Garnett
Apologies:
Cllr D Jones


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  Local Electors: 4
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor E M Curtis be and she is hereby re-elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Garnett, seconded by Cllr Clayton.

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance was received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Billing.

3. Minutes of Meeting on 14 April 2011
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 April 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.

4. Matters Arising

(i) Electricity supply  It was noted that Npower’s invoice had been paid, although the company had not responded to the request to confirm its accuracy.  The Clerk reported that Scottish Power’s invoice for supply of electricity to the telephone kiosk, in the sum of £48.64, had also been paid.  It was agreed that a review of the Council’s suppliers would be carried out during this year, and the Clerk was asked to report back to a future meeting.
(ii) Rural Action Yorkshire The renewed Certificate of Membership had been received, and their magazine, Country Air, was circulated for information.

(iii) Little Red Bus  The Clerk reported on a proposal to include Draughton on the Embsay/Skipton route on a Wednesday morning, leaving the village at 9am and returning at 12 noon, and this was discussed.  It was agreed to assess demand for the service in the village by publishing notices and publicising it at the monthly tea parties and through the Church.
5. Chelker Wind Turbines
The Clerk reported on recent developments, and read out letters, forwarded by MP Julian Smith, from both the Chief Executive of Craven District Council and MP Greg Clark, both of whom had noted the Council’s points regarding the turbine planning application.  A date for the planning committee meeting to consider officers’ recommendations was expected to be set once the committee members had been appointed, following the District Council elections earlier in the month.
The Council’s draft address to the planning committee had been worked on by Cllr Billing and the Clerk.  It was agreed that the revised draft would be passed to the residents.
6.  Annual Return and Statement of Receipts and Payments 2010/11
The Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, reported on the annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures and noted that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective and that accounting information shown in the Annual Report had been correctly stated.
Taking these assurances into account, the Council then approved the Annual Return, including the Annual Governance Statement, for submission to external auditors, Mazars.

The Council thanked Mr Burton for his work as internal auditor during the year.

7. Register of Interests
Councillors confirmed that there had been no changes to the interests recorded in the Register of Interests held on the Council’s behalf by the District Council.

8. Planning Applications
West Beech, Meadowcroft –Works to Trees – Approved.

9. Consultations

It was noted that a consultation on the County Council’s renewal of bus contracts in Craven was in progress.
10. Correspondence
(i) Yorkshire Local Councils Associations  The annual meeting was being held concurrently with our own.  The Council’s apologies had been provided.

(ii) Skibeden Waste Management Site  It was noted that the opening hours of the site had been reduced to save costs.  A poster giving details had been placed on the village noticeboard.

(iii) Craven Summer events  Notice had been received of four events taking place over the summer in Craven.  These would be publicised on the noticeboards.  

(iv) Training on planning and the code of conduct  A training event on planning and the code of conduct was to be provided by the District Council on 23 May in Langcliffe.  The Clerk was asked to notify Cllr Jones of this date.
(v) A Guide for Councillors  The Clerk introduced, for circulation, an updated SLCC publication, A Guide for Councillors.
11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 23 June 2011at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Chairman
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