DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 14 September 2017 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm
Present:   
Cllr R Clayton – Chairman 

Cllr M Billing


Cllr R Neale


Cllr Turner
Mrs J Markham – Clerk
In attendance: District Cllr D Pighills

1. Apologies for Absence

Received from Cllr Plunkett; absence approved.

2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a disclosable interest (previously registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Relevant Interests disclosed: Cllr Billing – personal interest in agenda item 9(i) – consultation “Working Better Together”
Additional Interests disclosed: None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 31 July 2017
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 31 July 2017 were taken as read, approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising
(i) Grass-cutting  Cllr Neale gave an update on verges maintenance over the last month and reported on the costs of repairs to the Counci-owned machinery. It was agreed to look into the possibility of using volunteer assistance for future repairs, and to consider replacing, rather than repairing, the strimmer, next time it needed maintenance.  It was resolved to reimburse payment of £10.11 to Cllr Neale for the cost of petrol for the mower.
(ii) Village signs  It was noted that comparative quotations were still awaited, and a report would be made to the next meeting.
(iii) Council Computer The Clerk reported that an online search of prices and models had been carried out, and suggestions for a replacement computer had been put forward by the Computer Repair Shop.  These would be discussed further with the Shop, and Cllr Neale offered to help with the final selection of an appropriate model.
RESOLVED: “That costs of up to £900 for expenditure on a new computer, including the costs of installation of office licence and software suite, be approved.”

5. Planning 
(i) Bolton Rd roundabout (advertising signage) – no comments to be made.

(ii) Meadowcroft House (Tree Works) - it was noted that works had been approved by the planning authority.

(iii) East Berwick Farm (pre-application report) – a report from Cllr Pighills as regards a potential application for a barn conversion was noted.
(iv) Land at the top of the village (opposite the Old Post Office) – it was reported that a second application was to be submitted, and the Clerk was asked to invite the landowner’s agent to the next meeting to present a pre-application consultation.

6. Bank Account
The Clerk reported that a notice had been received from the Council’s current bankers, Yorkshire Bank, advising that transaction charges would be levied on the account with effect from 29 September.

RESOLVED (1): “THAT Barclays Bank PLC (‘the Bank’) be appointed as the Council’s bankers with immediate effect.”

RESOLVED (2): “THAT the terms of the Barclays Customer Agreement be accepted, and that such acceptance be confirmed to the Bank by completion of the Bank’s form of Appointment of Bankers.”

RESOLVED (3): “THAT the following signatories be authorised to give instructions concerning the operation of the Council’s bank account and otherwise communicate with the Bank in each case in writing or verbally, in accordance with the Customer Agreement:

Cllr Clayton

Cllr Neale

Jane Markham (Clerk).”
7. Data Protection and GDPR
The Clerk reported on the likely data protection requirements to be introduced to legislation by EU Directive in May 2018. 
It was RESOLVED: “THAT notification be made to the Data Protection Registrar, and a Data Policy and Privacy Notice be approved with immediate effect.”

The Clerk noted that the website was to be updated to incorporate an automated request for users to consent to the Privacy Policy.

8. Financial Matters

(i) The month’s accounts were approved for payment, including payments authorised at the meeting, and cheques were signed as required.

(ii) The renewal of the subscription to SELRAP, as budgeted, was approved, and payment by cheque was authorised accordingly.
9. Consultations and Correspondence
Newsletters and emails circulated for information were noted, and action agreed as follows:
(i) Parishes Liaison meeting 20 September – Cllr Billing to attend.

(ii) Craven Area Committee 21 September – Cllr Neale to attend if possible.

(iii) YLCA Craven Branch meeting 7 Ocober – details to be circulated; Clerk to attend if possible.

(iv) Craven District Community Governance Review – the Clerk was authorised to complete the questionnaire requesting an increase in the number of councillors to the NALC recommended minimum of 7 in order to improve the effectiveness of decision-making.  It was noted that, if approved by the District Council, the change would take effect on the next ordinary election date.
(v) North Yorkshire County Council consultation “Working Better Together” – after full discussion, the Clerk was authorised to complete the online survey supporting Option 2, the Governance model, under which the Police & Crime Commissioner would take on overarching responsibility for the Fire & Rescue Service. 
(vi) It was noted that a new guide, Finance and Transparency, was available from YLCA, and electronic copies would be circulated to members.
10. Date of next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Thursday 12 October 2017 at 7.00pm in the village hall. 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm.
Chairman
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