DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 24 September 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   Cllr M Curtis –  Chairman


Cllr M Billing




Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett



Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






Local Electors: 2
1. Apologies for Absence
None.

2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

3. Minutes of the Council Meeting on 16 July 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 16 July 2014 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising 
(i) Roadside verges On behalf of the village, the Chairman thanked Mr Redman for his maintenance work on the verges down Donkey Neddy.  It was agreed that overall maintenance of the village verges from 2015 onwards, now that the County Council service had been withdrawn, would be debated at the meeting in November.
(ii) Traffic volumes through village  The Clerk reported that Highways had agreed to monitor traffic flow down Donkey Neddy over the course of a week, and the results of this would be reported to a future meeting.
(iii) Besom Cottage  The Clerk reported that a letter, signed by the Chairman, had been sent to the owner of the property to request that the shed, as an unlawful development, be removed from the village green.
(iv) Annual Return  The audit 2013/14 had now been completed, and notices to this effect had been displayed on the village noticeboard and website.
(v) Superfast Broadband The Clerk was asked to request a progress report from NyNET.
(vi) Council data management and storage  The Clerk reported that a computer and associated software had now been purchased at a cost of £370.68. 
5. Openness of Local Government
The Clerk reported that the Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014 had now been passed, and noted that they provided for members of the public to have new rights to film and report on council meetings using digital and social media.  Local councils were being advised that it would be necessary to amend Standing Orders to permit the recording of meetings.  This was agreed, and it was accordingly RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Plunkett; seconded: Cllr Clayton):
“THAT Standing Order 3 l be removed with immediate effect, and the following replacement Standing Order 3 x be inserted: The recording of Council meetings is permitted under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014.”

The Clerk noted that the local representative body, YLCA, had circulated a draft policy for the recording of meetings, and recommended that councils consider adopting it, if considered necessary.  Cllr Plunkett undertook to produce a customised version of the draft, more appropriate for use in the local community; it was agreed that this would be considered at a future meeting.
It was further noted that the new Regulations provided for the publication of decisions taken by officers of local councils under delegated authority.  A possible amendment to the Publication Scheme had been put forward, and this would be considered further as part of a full review of the Scheme once the new Transparency Code had been finalised (see Minute 6(i) below).  In the meantime, a section would be established on the website for the publication of officer decisions.
6. Consultations
(i) Transparency Code for Small Authorities  It was reported that the Government’s response to the consultation on a Transparency Code for small authorities had now been published, and, once the Code had been finalised, the Publication Scheme would be reviewed and updated as necessary to reflect the new provisions.

(ii) Craven Local Development Plan  The draft Plan had been received and it was noted that it did not currently contain proposals relating to the Draughton area.  Consultation meetings were being offered to communities as necessary.
7. Correspondence

(i) Rural Action Yorkshire  Papers for the AGM to be held on 11 October had been received.
(ii) YLCA Craven Branch  The next meeting was also to be held on 11 October.

(iii) SELRAP  It was agreed to continue supporting the organisation, and the Clerk was authorised to pay the annual membership fee of £15, as budgeted.
(iv) Windfarm development, Brightenber Hill  A letter from Julian Smith MP, providing notice of the inspector’s decision to refuse planning permission for the windfarm development at Brightenber Hill, was noted.  It was also reported that the applicants had requested Judicial Review of the decision.
(v) Craven Parishes Liaison   A meeting of the liaison group was being held concurrently with the Council meeting on 24 September.

(vi) Affordable Housing Seminar Craven parish councils had been invited to attend an affordable housing event on 29 September.

(vii) Operational Policing Model 2016  The District Council had contributed to the recent consultation on an operational policing model; a copy of their consultation response was tabled.

(viii) Commons Registrations  The County Council was inviting applications for amendments to commons registrations under the Commons Act 2006 during a transitional period to September 2016.
(ix) Craven First World War project  Newletters were being circulated for information.
(x) Complaints Procedures NALC had written to member councils suggesting that formal complaints procedures be adopted.  It was agreed that a draft would be considered at the next meeting.
8. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 22 October 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Apologies were received from the Chairman.

Agenda items to include:

· Recording of meetings – draft policy

· Complaints – draft procedures

· Outturn against budget to 30 September 2014

· Superfast broadband – progress report 

· Traffic volumes through village – report from Highways

The meeting closed at 8pm.

Chairman
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