DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 22 October 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   Cllr R Clayton – in the Chair (from Minute 3)


Cllr M Billing




Cllr J Garnett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Local Electors: 2
1. Apologies for Absence
Received from: Cllr M Curtis (Chairman), Cllr S Plunkett

2. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman of the Council, it was RESOLVED: (Proposed: Cllr Billing; seconded: Cllr Garnett) “That Cllr Clayton, Vice-Chairman of the Council, be elected as Chairman of the Meeting with immediate effect.”
3. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

4. District Council Ward Representative
It was noted that District Council Ward Representative, Cllr Knowles-Fitton, had indicated that he would be standing down in May 2015.  

5. Minutes of the Council Meeting on 24 September 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 24 September were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.

6. Matters Arising 
(i) Openness of Local Government  The Clerk reported that Standing Orders had been amended to permit the recording of meetings, and a page had been established on the website on which any decisions taken by officers under delegated powers would be listed.  A draft policy for the recording of meetings would be considered at the next meeting.
(ii) Besom Cottage  The Clerk reported that the owner of the cottage, having received the letter concerning the unlawful siting of a garden shed on the village green, had requested that the Council consider trimming back the trees overhanging the property on the Western side.  The condition of the trees would be investigated with the Trees Officer at the District Council.
(iii) Traffic volumes through village The Clerk tabled a report from Highways which showed the results of a traffic counter monitoring traffic passing through the village down Donkey Neddy during the week beginning 19 September.  It was noted that traffic volumes had averaged 12-16 vehicles at peak times; this was not considered unusual for a village of the size of Draughton, and no further action was recommended.  Mr Chew would be advised of the results of the survey.
(iv) Superfast Broadband The Clerk reported that NyNET were due to set up the trial of signal relaying equipment shortly, and the results of the trial, as far as it might bring local benefits, would be available in the Spring/early Summer.  Further information would be reported to future meetings.
7. Report on Half-Year Expenditure to 30 September 2014
The Clerk introduced a report on expenditure to date, and it was noted that a small overspend of some £540 was projected against budget, following the incurring of expenditure on maintenance of the footway lights in financial year 2014/15.  It was noted that funds in the bank had been available to cover the expenditure.  
8. Telephone Kiosk
It was reported that quotations for repair of the telephone kiosk had now been received.  The cost of full repair and repainting of the entire structure would cost some £1100 (plus VAT) and the estimated cost of repairing only the defective panes of glass would amount to £250 (plus VAT) (on the basis of charging for materials and one day’s labour).
After discussion, in the light of previous discussions on expenditure to date and bank funds available, and taking into account the views of the Chairman of the Council, as communicated to the Clerk prior to the meeting, it was RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Clayton; seconded: Cllr Garnett):

“THAT expenditure of £1100 (plus VAT) for repair of the telephone kiosk be authorised, and that the Clerk be instructed to make arrangements for the work to be carried out at an early date.”

9. Complaints Procedures
The Clerk presented draft procedures for the consideration of complaints.  The procedures were approved for use in the event of receipt of any complaints; the document would be listed in the Council’s Publication Scheme and made available as requested or required.
10. Consultations
(i) Craven District Council Budget 2015/16 The questionnaire was completed, giving comments on spending priorities, and would be returned to the District Council.

(ii) Care and Support Where I live (care for the elderly in the community) The proposals were supported in principle.

(iii) Proposed merger of four local justices in North Yorkshire The proposals were noted, and it was agreed to record comments to the effect that the merger could disadvantage rural communities where travelling distances were greater.
11. Village Contact List
The Clerk proposed that the village contact list, for distribution of news and notices by email, should be updated by means of the circulation of a letter and permission form to all households.  This was agreed in principle, but Cllr Billing requested that the resulting email address list might form a shared resource with the Village Hall Committee.  The Data Protection implications of this would be checked, and a further report made to a future meeting.  In the meantime, the Clerk was asked to seek advice as regards further update and possible improvements to the website itself.
12. Correspondence

(i) White Rose Update The Update had been circulated for information.
(ii) Craven First World War Project The October newsletter had been circulated for information.

(iii) Yorkshire Now Newsletter This had also been circulated to members electronically.

(iv) Mobile Phone coverage It was noted that Julian Smith MP had circulated to local councils in the County details of a scheme to improve mobile phone coverage.

13. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 19 November 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Agenda Items to include:

· Draft Budget 2015/16

· Maintenance of roadside verges
· Maintenance of trees on village green (beside Besom Cottage)
· Policy for recording of meetings

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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PAGE  
1

