DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 14 November 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr R Clayton



Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk




Apologies:
Cllr M Billing
In attendance:  


District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton



Local Electors - 3
1. Minutes of Meeting on 18 October 2012
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 October 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Highways Matters  It was reported that a meeting had been held with Highways representative, Stuart Cracknell, on 9 November, and he had agreed to look further into the issues of drainage on the lane by the church and at the top of the village.  As far as the bridleway was concerned, he had suggested that the drainage system originally provided at the end of the adopted section of the lane by means of a kerb should be reinstated as a channel now that the lane had been surfaced, and it was agreed to bring this to the attention of Mr Redman.  Mr Cracknell had confirmed to Mrs Redman that it would be helpful to have the gullies dug out, and this work had since been carried out.  Mr Cracknell also agreed that contractors would be asked to clear the moss from the footpath to the Old Post Office.  District Councillor Knowles-Fitton offered to help check on action being taken on any of these matters, if required.
(ii) Footpath from bridleway via Field House  The Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to the Public Rights of Way Team requesting that the Definitve Map Modification Order remain on file for future investigation.
(iii) Winter Maintenance  It was reported that arrangements for winter maintenance were likely to be unchanged this year, and full details would be circulated and published on the website in due course.
3. Chelker – Wind Turbines
The Clerk reported that a Government consultation was currently open online, inviting comments from communities and developers on onshore wind developments.  District Councillor Knowles-Fitton commented on the current position of the Government as regards the economic case for onshore projects, and noted that MP Julian Smith was publicly recording the arguments for subsidies to be reduced.

The survey questions were discussed, and it was agreed to comment recording the views of the community as regards the local experience of planning proposals for a windfarm in an inappropriate location.  The Clerk was authorised to complete the consultation accordingly.

4. Chelker – Road Safety
Further to discussions at the last meeting relating to road safety for vehicles using the A65 alongside Chelker reservoir, the Clerk tabled a Highways report on accidents since 2007.  It was noted that some 6 cases of personal injury had been recorded along this stretch of the road, and the Clerk was asked to contact the police authority for a full report on accident statistics, including those involving damage to vehicles only.  The Clerk also noted that the Road Safety page on the website had been amended to invite comments from villagers experiencing problems using the A65 along the reservoir stretch.  This facility would be publicised further with a view to building up a more comprehensive picture of local concerns.
5. Report of District Council Ward Representative
At the Chairman’s invitation to report on Craven District Council matters, District Councillor Knowles-Fitton reported that it had been decided to introduce a subscription charge for the collection of garden waste from householders.  The charge was to be set at £24 per brown bin per annum, and, at current best estimates for take-up of the service, it was considered that this would contribute significantly to the District Council’s income, enabling other services to be maintained.
(Minute 8(i) of the Meeting of the Council held on 19 September refers.)

6. Village Improvements
(i) Jubilee Flower Troughs  It was reported that Highways had given permission in principle for Jubilee flower troughs to be placed at the entrances to the village off the A65, provided they were a minimum distance of 4.5m from any part of the carriageway.  Once in place, an accurate local plan would need to be supplied, in order that a formal licence could be issued.
(ii) Village Green  It was noted that an offer had been made by the group of village boys to organise weed clearance on the section of village green below Besom Cottage.  
(iii) Barn on Lane by Church  The Clerk reported that safety concerns had been raised in respect of the barn on the lane by the church.  In high winds, it was thought that the state of the roof could be dangerous for walkers and vehicle users of the bridleway.  It was agreed to write to the owner of the barn to draw this concern to his attention.

7. Draft Budget 2013/14 and Precept 2013/14
As local electors, with registered interests in property subject to Council tax within the area, the Chairman, together with Cllrs Clayton, Garnett and Plunkett, had submitted written requests for dispensation from the Code of Conduct restrictions on participating in the discussion and on voting on the matter.  It was unanimously resolved in each case to grant a dispensation to each councillor on the grounds that the number of members otherwise prohibited from taking part in the meeting would impede the transaction of the business.
The Clerk then presented the draft budget 2013/14, recommending an increase in the Parish Precept of 4%.  It was agreed, in line with the expectation that notification would again be received from the NALC that no national pay award for clerks should be made this financial year, that the Clerk’s remuneration remain unchanged at £8.34p per hour for 19 hours’ work per month.
It was then RESOLVED:

“That the draft Budget 2013/14, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes as an annexe, be approved, and that it be used as the basis for setting the Parish Precept 2013/14.”

8. Planning Applications
(i) Southfield  Works to Trees - approved.
(ii) Grange Farm  Application for Works to Trees – no comments to be made.
(iii) Haynholme  Revised application for extension – no comments to be made.
9. Consultations
The draft Site Allocations Preference Criteria proposed for the District Council’s Local Development Plan were noted.  No comments were to be made.

10. Correspondence
(i) Planning Focus Newsletter  Noted.
(ii) White Rose Update and Legal Advice Note from YLCA  The advice relating to the Code of Conduct was noted, and the Clerk was asked to consider this further and bring forward any necessary proposals for amendments to the Code to the next meeting.
(iii) Birdwatch Day  It was noted that Birdwatch Day would be 26-27 January 2013.  Details would be displayed on the village noticeboard.
11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 12 December at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Apologies: Councillor Clayton

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

Chairman
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