DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 17 November 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman 


Cllr R Clayton


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr D Jones


Cllr M Billing



Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  


Mr C Wray – Beamsley Parish Meeting


Local Electors – 5
1. Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting held on 3 November 2011
The Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3 November 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Chelker Wind Turbines

Recent developments during the period of statutory consultation on Kelda Water’s planning application to erect two 75m turbines at Chelker Reservoir were reported.   English Heritage had responded with a strongly worded objection along the lines of that provided to the consultation in respect of Kelda’s previous turbine application.  This was welcomed.

The Chairman then opened a full discussion and invited comments from the floor.

The Clerk read out a draft of the Council’response (attached as Annexe 1 to these Minutes).  Subject to minor amendments for the purpose of shortening the length of it, if this could be done without affecting the overall messages and argument, at the discretion of the Clerk, it was RESOLVED that the letter be approved for submission to the planning authority.  It was agreed that copies of the letter should be sent to individual planning committee members and to neighbouring parish councils and other interested parties.  
3. Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 20 October 2011 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 22 September 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising

(i) Maintenance Matters  The Clerk reported on progress on a number of maintenance  matters raised at recent meetings:
· Tree trimming – Mr Rasche was following up the quotation for the costs of trimming the sycamore on the Green with the local arborist.

· Bus Stop Bin – it had now been decided by the District Council that the existing bus stop post would be adequate to hold a pole-mounted bin, and one had now been installed.  
(ii) Superfast Broadband  The Clerk reported that a response was still awaited from the internet provider supplying superfast broadband in the area, LN Communications, as regards the Council’s suggestions for a possible route by which the signals could be “bounced” from property to property to reach Draughton.  The provider had been invited to send a representative to a future meeting of the Council to explain their services in more detail.
(iii) Footway Lights – Energy Supply  The Clerk reported that a detailed quote for the replacement of the two defective lights was awaited.  Mr Lang agreed to help follow this up.  In the meantime, the issue as regards the maintenance bill had been resolved and in future, the Council would be billed direct by NYCC for maintenance works.  
5. Draft Budget 2012/13 and Precept 
The Clerk presented the revised draft Budget 2012/13, recommending an increase in the Parish Precept of 16.5% in order that a contribution of £400 could be made to the costs of a celebration in the Village of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
It was agreed, in line with the expectation that notification would again be received from the NALC that no national pay award for clerks should be made this financial year, that the Clerk’s remuneration remain unchanged at £8.34p per hour for 19 hours’ work per month. 

It was then RESOLVED:

“That the revised draft Budget 2012/13, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes as Annexe 2, be approved, and that it be used as the basis for setting the Parish Precept 2012/13.”

6. Planning Applications
(i) Fairleigh  Application for proposed works to trees.  No comments to be made.
(ii) Lane End Farm  Wind Turbine.  Noted: application approved.
(iii) West Berwick Farm  Barn construction.  Noted: application approved.
7. Consultations

Planning Gain Guide  A consultation on the District Council’s new draft planning gain guide pamphlet had opened, and comments could be provided on line until 12 December.
8. Correspondence
(i) District Council Receptions  The Chairman of the District Council was to host receptions for voluntary and community workers in March 2012, and had asked each of the Craven parish councils to nominate up to two representatives to attend from their area.  It was agreed to nominate the Chairman and Mrs Turner.
(ii) Citizens’ Advice Bureau  Craven CAB’s newsletter was circulated for information, and the Clerk was authorised to make the annual contribution of £50 to the charity, in line with the budget for the current financial year.
9. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on Thursday 15 December at 7.30pm
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Chairman
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