DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 19 November 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis - Chairman

Cllr R Clayton 


Cllr S Plunkett




Cllr J Garnett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk
In attendance: 





Cty Cllr R Heseltine

Local Electors: 1
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllr M Billing
2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

3. Minutes of the Council Meeting on 22 October 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 22 October were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising 
(i) District Council Ward Representative  The Clerk reported on advice from the District Council that Cllr Knowles-Fitton would no longer be available to attend meetings in the Ward, but that a nominated representative might attend on his behalf until the Ward election in May.  
(ii) Besom Cottage Trees  The Clerk reported that the District Council Trees Officer was no longer available to attend site visits and make assessments, except as part of the review of an application for tree works.  The Clerk was authorised to seek further advice from a local arborist as to the condition of the trees overhanging Besom Cottage.
(iii) Telephone Kiosk The Clerk reported that full repairs to the kiosk would be carried out in the Spring, and that, in the meantime, it was hoped that the defective panes of glass would be re-sealed.
(iv) Website The Clerk noted that consultations regarding improvements to the website were in progress with Westbrook, website designers, and a report would be made to a future meeting.  Further advice was also being taken as regards the proposed update to the village email contact list, and this would be discussed at a later meeting when Cllr Billing was present.
(v) Donkey Neddy It was reported that comments had been made by villagers regarding the deteriorating condition of the passing places on Donkey Neddy.  The Clerk was asked to report this to Highways.
5. Recording of Meetings
This item was deferred for discussion at a future meeting.
6. Maintenance of Roadside Verges
A letter from the County Council’s Highways Department explaining the County Council’s policies for the maintenance of roadside verges from 2015 onwards had been received and circulated to members.  It had been noted, as previously advised in broad terms, that Highways would continue to maintain the verges at junctions for safety reasons, but that the remaining verges in the village would no longer be cut.  The Clerk reminded the Council that a quotation of £300 per cut had been received from ISS Facilities.   The Clerk also reported on a suggestion put forward by Skipton Town Council that a joint approach to providing a grass cutting service be investigated locally.  Cty Cllr Heseltine noted that this might be expected to involve the town and local parishes taking over responsibility for Highways’ existing contractual arrangements for grass cutting in the local area.  He confirmed that he would be taking comments from parishes in the Ward (Area 5 Highways) to the County Council early in the New Year.
After discussion, it was agreed that the suggestion for a joint approach should be discussed further with Skipton Town Council.  The Clerk was authorised to work with the Clerk of the Town Council and report back to a future meeting; in the meantime, an adjustment would be made to the draft budget (see Minute 7 below) in order that sufficient funds could be made available next year for the verge cutting service.
7. Draft Budget 2015/16
The Clerk introduced a draft Budget for 2015/16, noting that it included provision for expenditure on repairs and maintenance as recently approved, and otherwise provided for ongoing expenditure on the same basis as in previous years.  
Taking account of the likely requirement for increased expenditure on roadside verge grass cutting next year (see Minute 6 above), the Clerk was asked to make an adjustment to the draft, providing for possible additional expenditure of £500 on village maintenance.   
It was noted that comparison with budgets set in previous years was not straightforward because of the impact of the inclusion of grant for the localisation of council tax, which had been claimed in addition to the budgeted precept for the last two years.  However, if approved, the draft Budget was likely to represent an increase in the parish precept in 2015/16.

The Clerk further reported that grant would probably not be payable in 2015/16, because of an increase in the parish’s tax base.   Cty Cllr Heseltine noted in this respect that he had requested a written report from the Billing Authority which should be available by the time of the next meeting.  In the meantime, the Clerk was asked to circulate a brief note to help explain the grant and precept calculations. 
After full discussion, it was agreed that the revised draft Budget would be presented to the next meeting, at which the parish precept would be set.  
8. Christmas Tree
The Clerk reported on a request from the Church Committee and Village Hall Trustees that the Council stand ready to contribute towards the cost of a Christmas tree, if it was found necessary to buy one.  
After discussion, councillors present, including Cty Cllr Heseltine, made private donations totalling £50; the Clerk was asked to pass the donations to the Village Hall Trustees to be put towards the cost of a tree if required, but otherwise to be regarded as a contribution to village hall funds.  The Chairman thanked all present for their generous donations.
9. Consultations
(i) Library Service An online consultation was currently in progress, with events being held around the County.

(ii) Police and Crime Update Plan The revised plan consultation had been noted.

10. Correspondence

(i) News updates The Craven District Council Community News and North Yorkshire Now had been circulated for information.
(ii) Craven First World War Project The November newsletter had been circulated for information.

(iii) Centenary Fields Programme Information had been received on the Fields in Trust Scheme, whereby communities could apply to have fields and memorial spaces registered as centenary fields.

(iv) Private Sewage Pumping Stations It was noted that Yorkshire Water were carrying out an exercise to locate private sewage pumping stations around the County.  This would be publicised on the village noticeboard.

(v) Community Emergency Plan  The County Council had offered to help provided information and advice to communities proposing to devise a Community Emergency Plan.  A letter had also been received from RAY giving details of a Community Resilience Event to be held on 10 December.
(vi) Bolton Abbey Steam Railway  The railway was to submit a planning application for works which would enhance its provision for educational visits, and was asking for letters of support from local bodies.  It was agreed to offer support for the project in principle, but to ask for further details of the plans and any likely impact on neighbouring properties.  The Clerk was authorised to write accordingly on behalf of the Council.
11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 17 December 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Agenda Items to include:

· Budget and Precept 2015/16

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Chairman
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