DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 20 November 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr M Billing



Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett






Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk




In attendance:  PC S Crossley





Cty Cllr R Heseltine

1. Report of North Yorkshire Police

At the invitation of the Chairman, PC Crossley reported on crime statistics in the Barden Fell area over the last 3 month period.  The level of crime in the area remained relatively low, and incidents of cross-border criminality were being pursued under Operation Hawk.

PC Crossley reported that the speed camera team stationed for limited periods of time on the A59 layby at the Draughton junction had caught some 123 speeding vehicles from 2 June to date.  Full details of these results and of the results from the team stationed on the A65 at Chelker could be consulted on the North Yorkshire Police website. 
In response to a query, PC Crossley then provided an update on preparations for the Tour de France, and undertook to provide contact details for the provision of information on community events to the Police.  Road closure plans had yet to be finalised, but Cllr Heseltine noted that access would continue to be provided for emergency vehicles on closed routes.
2. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 16 October 2013
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 16 October 2013 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

3. Registered Interests
Having a registered interest in Agenda item 7 (Field Boundary, Lane End Farm, Planning Application) (Minute 6 (iii) below refers), pursuant to paragraph 10 of the Code of Conduct dated 12 December 2012, Cllr Garnett gave notice of his intention to withdraw from the meeting when the matter arose.

4. Matters Arising 
(i) Highways Issues  It was reported that, in response to a query regarding the possible timing for a drainage scheme on the lane by the church, Highways had confirmed that budgetary constraints were likely to be in place for some time to come.
(ii) Maintenance of trees by bus stop  The Clerk reported that the arborist had quoted costs of £200 for the trimming of the three trees overhanging the bus shelter and for the removal of a fourth, and that advice was being sought from the planning authority as regards the submission of an application by the Council.
(iii) Rural Bus Service Subsidy  The District Council’s response to the consultation on proposed cuts to the rural bus service subsidy, expressing their concerns, had been noted.  The Clerk also reported, in response to queries raised at the meeting held on 18 September, that it was proposed to continue providing some financial support for post-16 school transport (up to 50%) for vulnerable adults and low income families.
(iv) Local Plan  The Clerk reported that Stephen Brown had accepted the Council’s invitation, and would attend the January meeting of the Council to talk about the Local Plan.
5. Draft Budget 2014/15 
The Clerk presented the draft Budget 2014/15, recommending a decrease in the parish precept of 3% compared with the precept 2013/14.  It was noted that NALC were proposing a pay award of 1% for clerks this financial year.  
The Clerk reported further that the billing authority had initiated a consultation on the likely consequences for parishes, in the event that government grant provided to mitigate the effects of the Localisation of Council Tax should be reduced.  This was discussed, and the Clerk advised that, if grant monies were not available for next financial year, the Council would need to set the parish precept in line with budgeted requirements.  The letter from the District Council would be circulated and a full response would be agreed at the next meeting.
It was then RESOLVED:

“1. THAT, with effect from 1 April 2014, the hourly rate for the Clerk, set with reference to SCP 15 of the Society of Local Council Clerks, be increased to £8.43 per hour, and that the Clerk continue to be remunerated on the basis of 19 hours’ work per month.”

“2. THAT the draft Budget 2014/15, a copy of which is attached to these Minutes as an Annexe, be approved, and that it be used as the basis for setting the Parish Precept 2014/15.”

6. Standing Orders
The Clerk reported that NALC, the representative body for local councils, had issued an updated version of model standing orders and had advised local councils to adopt their provisions.  A note comparing the new model with existing Standing Orders (adopted 19 September 2012) and setting out the proposed revisions contained in the new model had been circulated outside the meeting, and a customised copy of the new model, incorporating the revisions insofar as they were applicable to the Council’s work, had been prepared.
After discussion, it was RESOLVED:

“THAT revised Standing Orders, in the form circulated by email dated 2 November 2013, and  based on the model provided by NALC, be adopted with immediate effect.”

7. Planning Applications
(i) Farfield Farm  It was noted that planning permission had been refused for the development.  Cllr Billing reported that a member of the planning committee had suggested that the Council write to the Highways Authority to clarify their advice as regards access to the site.  The Clerk was authorised to do this.
(ii) Devonshire Arms Health Spa – no objections to be made, but the planning authority’s attention would be drawn to an inconsistency in the plans as regards the requirement for a full bat survey.
(iii) Field Boundary, Lane End Farm – application for tree maintenance.  Cllr Garnett withdrew from the meeting.

It was agreed that no comments would be made and Cllr Garnett then returned to the meeting.

8. Consultations

(i) Standing for Election in the UK  Comments were invited online on proposals for legislative changes in the system for standing for election in the UK.
(ii) Community Infrastructure Levy  Craven District Council were seeking online comments on proposals for balancing the interests of communities and developers in setting the CIL.
9. Correspondence
(i) YLCA  The information note for October was circulated for information.

(ii) CDC Crime and Disorder Committee Meeting  Parishes were invited to send a representative to the District Council’s Committee meetings on crime and disorder.  The most recent of these was held on 12 November.
(iii) Tour de France Newsletter  The  On the Route Newsletter was circulated for information.  
(iv) RAY schemes  A letter setting out details of various schemes set up by RAY, including a scheme for credit exchange in communities, was noted.
10. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 18 December 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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