DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 18 March 2010 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr D Jones – in the Chair 


Cllr J Garnett 


Cllr M Billing
Apologies:
Cllr M Curtis



Cllr R Clayton

Mrs J Markham – Clerk

1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the Council, it was resolved:

(Proposed: Cllr Garnett; seconded: Cllr Billing)

“THAT Cllr Jones be and he is hereby elected as Chairman of the Meeting of the Council held on 18 March 2010.”

2. Minutes of Meeting on 21 January 2010
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 January 2010 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.
3. Matters Arising 
(i) Screening of Waste Bins behind Church  The Clerk reported that she had not yet received a response from the residents of Fernbank Cottage.
(ii) Bus Shelter  A response on the draft plans had now been received from Barchester Homes.  Cllr Jones, together with the Chairman, would discuss this further with Ms Broom.
(iii) Renovation of Village Hall  Declaring a personal interest in the matter, as Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee, Cllr Billing reported that refurbishment works on the Village Hall were nearing completion, and pipework for a separate water supply had been laid, ready for connection by Yorkshire Water.
(iv) Parish Plan  The Clerk reported that an informal meeting had been arranged with Sustrans, Highways and a representative from the District Council to discuss preliminary ideas for a cycling/walking path into Skipton.  The meeting would be held on 7 May 2010 at 10am in the Village Hall.  It was agreed that the Chairman of the Council, together with Cllrs Garnett and Jones would attend on behalf of the Council.
4. Housing Needs Survey
The Notes of the Meeting held with the Rural Housing Enabler on 1 February 2010 were noted.  
Before putting the decision about whether to proceed with a Survey in Draughton, however, the Chairman of the Meeting reported that he had attended a meeting at the District Council at which the commissioning of a district-wide Housing Viability Assessment study had been discussed.  This study was to include a review of affordable housing needs, and he thought it likely that, with this in progress, local surveys, such as the one proposed for Draughton, might no longer be necessary.  The Clerk was asked to check the position with the Rural Housing Enabler and report back to the next meeting.

5. Telephone Kiosk
The Clerk reported that the telephone kiosk light had now been repaired, and that arrangements had been made with a power supplier offering an unmetered supply service at a competitive rate of some £45 pa.  It was noted that, since the last meeting, BT had revised their adoption procedures such that kiosks could be adopted without the light inside, but it was confirmed that the adoption in Draughton should proceed with its light, so that villagers could collect their newspapers more comfortably during the winter months.  

Accordingly, the execution of the adoption agreement, and of the Council’s cheque for £1, by the Chairman of the Council and by Cllr Jones was authorised, and the Clerk was authorised to make arrangements for insuring the kiosk, and to continue with all other arrangements to take over responsibility for it, as set out in the agreement.  
Subject to the satisfactory completion of these matters, the Clerk was asked to contact again all those villagers currently using the Old Post Office porch system for their newspapers, and to collect any voluntary donations offered, in order to help towards the costs of establishing the kiosk as a newspaper distribution facility.
6. Community Governance Review
The Clerk reported that the District Council had now finalised the timetable for its review of all parishes in the Craven area, and submissions were now invited.

After discussion, it was agreed that the opportunity would be taken to make a first formal response to one of the review’s possible proposals, and put on record the Council’s view that the existing parish boundary, to the West of the parish, should be retained along the line of the water course.   The District Council would also be asked to supply further details, including a plan, of the areas of moorland which would be affected by the possible proposal to adjust Draughton’s boundaries to the South and West.
7. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
Revised model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been issued by the National Association of Local Councils.  These had been reviewed and a number of minor amendments were proposed by the Clerk to reflect the existing policies and practices of the Council.

After discussion, the revised model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, incorporating the proposed amendments to customise them for the Council’s specific use, were approved and adopted with immediate effect.

8. Appointment of Internal Auditor 2009/10
The re-appointment of Mr Charles Burton as Internal Auditor for the Council for the financial year 2009/10 was approved.

9. Council Membership of YLCA 2010/11
It was agreed to renew the Council’s membership of the Yorkshire Local Councils Association, in the sum of £116, and the Clerk was authorised to pay the membership subscription as soon as it fell due on 1 April 2010.

10. Planning Applications
(i) West Beech, Meadowcroft  The application for an extension had been approved.
(ii) Field House Farm Wind Turbine Permission had been granted.
(iii) East Berwick House  Permission had been granted.
(iv) Matchless House  The application to fell one sycamore tree had been approved.

11. Correspondence 
(i) Junction at A6069/A65  It was noted that Highways intended to change the signage at the junction between the Otley Rd and the A65 so as to discourage right turns in the direction of Draughton and Ilkley.  Right turns would not, however, be prohibited.

(ii) York and North Yorkshire Playing Fields Association  The Clerk was asked to complete a play area survey for submission to the Association.

(iii) District Council Standards Committee  It was noted that nominations to the Standards Committee were currently being sought.  The Annual Report of the Committee was circulated for information. 
(iv) District Council Training for Parish Council Members  It was reported that training courses for Members on the new Code of Conduct, when issued, and on planning procedures were likely to be set up in the Autumn.
12. Dates of Meetings in 2010/11 and Date of Next Meeting 
The Schedule of proposed dates for meetings in 2010/11 was approved, but it was agreed that the next meeting of the Council would be held on 29 April 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Chairman
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