DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 20 March 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – in the Chair


Cllr M Billing



Cllr R Clayton






Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr J Garnett




In attendance:  


Local Electors - 4
1. Minutes of Meeting on 27 February 2013
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27 February 2013 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Tour de France  The Clerk reported on responses received to date to the letter requesting villagers’ comments on possible plans for the Tour de France.  The majority of villagers who had responded were supportive of ideas to plan for the event, and had offered some form of involvement.  The District Council were running a series of roadshows to inform local businesses and communities about the event, with one in Skipton on 9 May; this would be attended, if possible, by Andy Bates.  It was also agreed that a joint meeting between the Council and the Village Hall Trustees, chaired by Cllr Clayton, would be organised to discuss the ideas further.
(ii) Village Noticeboard   Further to discussions at the meeting held on 16 January 2013 (Minute 8 refers), the Clerk reported that the Church Committee had received a quotation of £448 for repair of the noticeboard and that a villager, who wished to remain anonymous, had offered to pay for the work.  This was welcomed, and it was agreed to put a note on the website to thank the donor.
(iii) Highways Matters  In response to a question from the floor, the Clerk reported that Highways had yet to respond with an update on plans for drainage up the lane by the church, and on the removal of the estate agents’ boards on the verges at the entrances to the village.  They would be contacted again, and a report made to the next meeting.
3. Craven District Council Local Plan Site Allocations
It was noted that the District Council were shortly to consult formally on the Local Plan Site Allocations, but documentation circulated by YLCA, referencing maps and reports available on the District Council’s website, indicated that the sites in Draughton initially put forward for consideration had not been included in the schemes listed for further consultation.  This would be closely monitored.

4. Green Dog Walker Scheme
The Clerk reported that Craven District Council were sponsoring a scheme designed to help encourage dog owners to clear up after their pets.   After discussion, it was agreed to post details of the scheme on the website to invite local interest.
5. Emergency Locum Clerk
The Clerk reported on a proposal put forward by the Clerk of Embsay Parish Council that the two councils agree arrangements for their respective clerks to act as emergency locum clerks for each other.  It was noted that an informal meeting had been arranged with the Chairman and Clerk of Embsay, at which the proposals could be developed in more detail.  The proposal was agreed in principle.
6. Re-appointment of Internal Auditor
The re-appointment of Mr Charles Burton as Internal Auditor to the Council for audit of the financial accounts 2012/13 was approved.

7. PAYE Scheme

The Clerk reported that HMRC systems for the submission of data for PAYE schemes were to change with effect from 6 April, and she was taking advice as regards the future administration of the payroll.

8. Planning Applications
(i) The Old Chapel - application for works to trees approved.
(ii) West Berwick Farm) – pre-application invitation for comments

(iii) Draughton Heights  )   on proposed upgrades to base stations (mobile phone masts) –  

The applicant had responded to queries as regards the Draughton Heights proposal and these comments were noted.  The date for formal submission of the plans to the planning authority would be checked.
9. Consultations
Police and Crime Commissioner Draft Plan  The Clerk reported that the Commissioner’s office had confirmed that comments on the Plan would be accepted after the formal close of the consultation, up until the statutory date for completion of 31 March, and it was agreed to submit comments as discussed and agreed.
10. Correspondence
(i) SELRAP Update  This was circulated for information.

(ii) YLCA Bulletin  This was circulated for information.  The Bulletin noted that s.137 expenditure for 2013/14 had been set at £6.98 per elector.

(iii) Parishes Liaison Group  The next meeting of the Group was to be held on 27 March at 6.30pm at the District Council offices.  Cllr Billing agreed to attend, if possible.
(iv) The Big Community Switch  Promotional material produced by the District Council to help save energy costs for local communities was noted.  Details would be placed on the village website.
11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 17 April 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   
Apologies noted from Cllr Plunkett.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Chairman
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