DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 22 March 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman 


Cllr R Clayton


Cllr D Jones


Cllr M Billing



Mrs J Markham – Clerk

Apologies:
Cllr J Garnett

In attendance:  
Local electors –  1 (Minutes 1 and 2 only)
1. Minutes of Meeting held on 23 February 2012 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 23 February 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Farfield Farm  The Clerk reported that North Yorkshire County Council had confirmed that the planning application did not include a proposal to tip hazardous waste.  Both Addingham Parish Council and Ghyll Brow Golf Club were being consulted.  Representations requesting that the Council object to the plans on landscape and highways grounds were then received, and it was decided to comment further to the planning authority accordingly.
(ii) Broadband  It was reported that the information note on superfast broadband, provided by the County Council, had been made available to villagers on the website.  Cllr Billing had attended a Parishes Liaison Group meeting held on 21 March, at which the project had been discussed, and it was agreed that the Clerk should consult further with the District Council as regards the village’s access to broadband services.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Billing for attending the meeting on behalf of the Council.
(iii) Footway Lights  It was reported that efforts had been made to contact the electrician but that a detailed quote for replacement of the defective lights had yet to be provided.
(iv) Leiston-cum-sizewell – Sustainable Communities Act proposals  The Clerk reported that letters had been sent to MPs Julian Smith and Greg Clark in support of Leiston’s proposals to seek legislative amendments to help local councils deal with major planning applications in their areas, and reference had been made to these proposals in Parliamentary debate.  An acknowledgement to the Council’s letter had been received from Mr Smith, whose representations to the Prime Minister on this issue had been reported recently in the local press.  Leiston were now seeking further assistance in lobbying for new legislation which would enable local councils to appeal against the granting of planning permission, where they had recommended refusal.  The Clerk was authorised to write again in support of these proposals.
(v) Chelker Wind Turbines  The Planning Decision Notice for the application was noted.  The Chairman read out a card from the Leighs thanking the Council for their support. 
3. Dog Fouling
Further to discussions at the last meeting, the Council received a follow-up report on the current state of the lane.  It was noted that dog fouling continued to be a problem in spite of the new signs and a general awareness of the issue around the village.  It had been suggested that a “clean-up operation” should be organised, and the Council had been asked to support this and help publicise it.  This was agreed, and the Clerk was asked to liaise with the group of villagers concerned.
4. Maintenance of Village Green
Following the departure from the village of Chris Hamlin and Helen Sanderson, who had, for the last couple of years, taken responsibility for the mowing of the Village Green, the Council discussed options for its future maintenance.  Cllr Clayton undertook to research the costs of employing a groundsman and to report back to the next meeting.  

5. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 4 June 2012
Cllr Billing reported that flyers and booking forms had now been distributed around the village and applications for tickets were being received.  The response to date had been positive with over 50% of the hog roast tickets already booked and paid for.  A meeting was to be held on 27 March to set up the Events Committee which would be responsible for the organsiation of the day’s celebrations.  It was noted that the Church Committee had offered to organise songs of praise in St Augustine’s at a suitable time in the schedule.  This was welcomed.  The Council would be kept informed of developments.  
6. Planning Applications
(i) West Berwick  Application for turbine approved.
(ii) 15 Meadowcroft – Removal of Trees  Approved.
7. Correspondence
(i) Public furniture and art features  It was noted that the District Council was compiling a list of sites which might be improved by the installation of public furniture or an art feature.

(ii) Mineral & Waste Development Framework – update  A leaflet explaining the timetable for further consultation on the Framework was circulated for information.

(iii) Pre-Determination  A legal briefing note on Pre-Determination under the Localism Act 2011 was circulated for information.

8. Election Timetable
The timetable for the parish council elections to be held on 3 May 2012 was noted.

9. Village Website
The Clerk reported that an invoice had been received from Westbrook Design in respect of ongoing costs for the domain rental and hosting of the village website.  Payment in the sum of £96 (inc. VAT) was authorised.
10. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on Wednesday 18 April 2012 at 7.30pm. 
Agenda items:  Talk by Gary Bottison, Police Community Support Officer

Date of Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting

Draft (unaudited) statement of receipts and payments 2011/12

Annual Subscriptions

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Chairman
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