DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 24 March 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman
Cllr M Billing (from Minute 2)


Cllr D Jones


Cllr R Clayton
Apologies:
Cllr J Garnett


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  


County Cllr Robert Heseltine

Local Electors: 5
Mr & Mrs Emmett – Friends of Craven Landscape





Mr J Robinson – Addingham Civic Society
1. Chelker Wind Turbines
The Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 14 March 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.
The Clerk reported that, since the meeting, there had been some press coverage of the turbine plans, and residents had been interviewed by the Craven Herald.  Mr Robinson, of Addingham Civic Society, reported that the Society had put together photo mock-ups of the turbines and were planning to issue a newsletter shortly in order to collect the views of their 450 members.  It was noted that the formal consultation period for comments to be made to the planning authority was due to expire on 25 March, but Cty Cllr Heseltine confirmed that the authority had a legal duty to consider any comments made before its decision was taken.  The Clerk reported that District Cllr Knowles-Fitton, who had sent apologies for this meeting, had offered to attend a separate briefing meeting with the Council.  This would be accepted.
The Clerk then read out a draft of the Council’s comments (attached as Appendix 1 to these Minutes).  It was resolved (Proposed: Cllr Jones, seconded: Cllr Clayton) that, subject to a number of minor amendments put forward from the floor and agreed by members, the letter be approved for submission to the planning authority.  It was agreed that copies of the letter should be sent to individual planning committee members, and to neighbouring parish councils and other interested parties.  It was also agreed to write separately to the planning department to request that the application be considered at a special meeting and to request that the Council be amongst the list of speakers.  
2. Minutes of Meeting on 17 February 2011
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 February 2011 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters Arising

(i) Localism  It was noted that a seminar on localism was to be held at the District Council offices on 31 March.  The Clerk was asked to confirm attendance by Cllr Jones, and possibly Cllr Billing.
(ii) Telephone Kiosk  It was reported that another paper seemed to have gone missing.  This would continue to be monitored.
(iii) Equipment Maintenance  It was noted that the mower and strimmer had been overhauled, costing £357.53.
(iv) Royal Wedding  Cllr Billing reported that the Village Hall Committee were planning to organise a cheese and wine evening on 29 April.  After discussion, it was resolved (Proposed: Cllr Jones, seconded: Cllr Curtis) that the Council make a contribution of £100 to Village Hall funds to help towards the cost of the Royal Wedding celebration in Draughton.  Cllr Billing thanked the Council on behalf of the Village Hall Committee.

4. Planning Applications
(i)
     West Beech – Tree Order – no comments to be made.
(ii)     High Barn – Tree Order – no comments to be made.

(iii)    West Berwick Farm – Conversion of barn to live/work unit – comment would be made to the effect that the old building should be removed carefully because of the risk of asbestos.

5. Consultations

(i) Minerals & Waste Development Framework  No comments to be made.

(ii) Yorkshire Dales Integrated Transport Alliance  It was agreed to send a message of support to DITA. 
6. Appointment of Internal Auditor 2010/11
The re-appointment of Mr Charles Burton as Internal Audior for the Council for the financial year 2010/11 was approved.

7. PAYE Scheme
It was reported that HMRC had issued new guidelines requiring local councils to register a PAYE scheme where their clerk earned, from any income source, more than £102 per week.  It was agreed to seek further the advice of the Internal Auditor.

8. Data Protection Act
The Clerk introduced a review of the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998, and, after discussion, it was agreed that there should not be a requirement for the Council to notify, but that the rules of good information handling regarding the processing of any information would continue to be observed.  The Clerk was also asked to check the Council’s insurances in this respect.
9. Yorkshire Local Councils Association
It was agreed to renew the Council’s membership of YLCA, in the sum of £120, and the Clerk was authorised to pay the membership subscription as soon as it fell due on 1 April 2011.

10. Correspondence and other business
(i)
Charlesworth Wood & Brown   It was noted that Mrs Chambers, solicitor to the Council, was to retire on 31 March, but that the practice would continue to offer legal advice as required.  It was agreed to write to Mrs Chambers to thank her for her help and advice over a number of years.
(ii)
Snowdrops  It was agreed that snowdrop clumps should be redistributed around the village verges, and a post would be put on the website to encourage villagers to help.
11. Dates of Meetings in 2011/12 and Date of Next Meeting 
The Schedule of proposed dates for meetings in 2011/12 was approved, but it was agreed that the next meeting of the Council would be held on 14 April 2011 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Chairman
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