DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 26 February 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   Cllr R Clayton – in the Chair (from Minute 2)


Cllr M Billing




Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk




Apologies:
Cllr M Curtis






Cllr Garnett




Local Electors: 3
1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman of the Council, it was resolved that Cllr Clayton, Vice-Chairman of the Council, be appointed Chairman of the Meeting.

2. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 22 January 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 22 January 2014 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting.

3. Matters Arising 
(i) Local Plan The District Council had now confirmed that the Draughton sites, off the old A65 and near the Bolton Abbey steam railway, were no longer being considered for inclusion in the Local Plan.
(ii) Railway Cottages  A response from the planning department as regards the new extension at Whistlestop Cottage had yet to be received.
(iii) Precept 2014/15  The billing authority had been advised that the Council would claim Localisation of Council Tax grant of £272.63.
(iv) Telephone Kiosk  It was reported that the kiosk had been inspected, and advice had also been received from a specialist restoration company.  It was suggested that repair work could be carried out in the spring, and the Clerk was authorised to seek quotations for the work and to report back to a future meeting.
(v) Recycling bins  The Clerk reported that the District Council had offered to remove the blue clothes recycling bin, and to replace the existing bins with modern ones.  Mr Hargreaves had drawn up plans for tidying up the site and screening off the bins.  After discussion, it was agreed to ask the District Council to have the clothes bin removed, and to confirm the capacity and emptying schedule for the new bins.  The Clerk was asked to seek quotations for the screening work, the cost of which could be met in part by contributions from nearby residents and users of the bins, and to submit the plans to Highways for permission to carry out works on the verge.  Further reports would be made to a future meeting.
4. Tour de France

At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Bates reported on the Welcome to Yorkshire Tour de France workshop held on 20 February.  Road closure plans and timings had now been finalised, and details were available on the District Council’s website.  It was agreed to accept the District Council’s offer to provide a welcome banner for the village to display, and to investigate further the offer of TdF bunting.  It was agreed to write to the Estate to check on arrangements made for the large number of campers expected on their site.

5. Planning Applications
Old Quarry  Outline planning permission had been granted.
6. Consultations
(i) Bus Subsidy Reductions  It was reported that, following the consultation in the summer, North Yorkshire County Council were to implement proposals to cut subsidies for bus services.
(ii) North Yorkshire Public Health Fuel Poverty Needs Assessment An online consultation had been carried out.
(iii) Minerals and Waste Plan  The County Council had initiated an online consultation on the new Minerals and Waste Joint Plan.  A poster inviting comments had been displayed on the village noticeboard.
(iv) Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations  The Clerk reported on a Government consultation on proposed new regulations, drafted under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,  which would provide for improved public access to meetings and documents of local government bodies.  Further reports on the implications of the new regulations, and of other provisions of the Act, including the introduction of the new audit regime (see Minute 5 of Meeting held on 18 December 2013), would be made to future meetings, as necessary.
7. Correspondence

(i) Planning Focus Newsletter  The latest newsletter was circulated for information.

(ii) Precept Referendums  It was reported that referendum principles were not to be applied to parish and town councils in 2014/15.
(iii) Parish Clerks Forum  The Forum was due to meet on 26 February.
(iv) SELRAP  The AGM was to be held on 10 March.

(v) CAB  The charity had written to thank the Council for their continued support.

8. Schedule of Dates for Meetings 2014/14 and Date of Next Meeting
The schedule of meeting dates for 2014/15 would be circulated.  The next meeting of the Council would be held on 26 March 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
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