DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on Friday 8 May 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis - Chairman



Cllr M Billing


Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






Local Electors - 3
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllr R Clayton
Cllr W Bell

2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.
3. Highways Verge Grass Cutting Service
Following confirmation of the withdrawal of the amenity verge grass cutting service by the County Council, and with reference to the debate at the last meeting of the Council held on 15 April (Minute 6 refers) as regards the possible assumption of responsibility for the service, the Clerk introduced a briefing paper (attached to these Minutes as an Annexe), setting out the key issues for discussion and highlighting the possible options for decision.  It was reported that with the continuing help of Skipton Town Council, a quotation had now been received from ISS Facilities which, if the Council decided to take on responsibility for the service, would enable costs to be contained within budgetary provision.

After full discussion, and taking account of comments made outside the meeting by Cllrs Clayton and Bell, and of the suggestion put forward by Mr Rasche that an alternative quotation from a local gardening company be sought, it was RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Billing; seconded Cllr Plunkett):

“1. THAT a contract be agreed with ISS Facilities for the cutting of the grass verges throughout the village on five occasions during the 2015 season May-September at a cost of £140+VAT per occasion and in accordance with the specification and cutting schedule previously used by North Yorkshire County Council; 

2. THAT North Yorkshire County Council be advised that the Council will, for the 2015 season May-September, assume responsibility for the statutory duty to cut the grass verges around the junctions in the village, as specified in plans accessible online at northyorks.gov.uk – mapping service, and in return for one payment in 2015 of £144.12, as set out in the County Council’s letter of 17 March 2015;
3. THAT the views of the local community as regards the cutting of the grass verges in the village and the arrangements to be set up to have them cut by contractors in the 2015 season be considered further at the Annual Parish Meeting convened to be held on 21 May; and

4. THAT the Clerk be authorised to set up all arrangements agreed for the cutting of the grass verges throughout the village in 2015, but to continue investigating the costs of alternative means of providing the service, with a view to reporting back to a future meeting of the Council with recommendations for the 2016 season.” 
The Clerk recorded thanks to Skipton Town Council for their hard work in negotiating with contractors on behalf of the Council and in enabling arrangements to be set up this year.
4. Planning Applications

Old Quarry Site – Reserved Matters Application – a copy of the Landscaping Report, referred to in the submission, to be requested.
5. Invoices April/May 2015
The following expenditure was authorised:

(i) Energy Costs: 
North Yorkshire County Council (power to footway lights) – £213.17
Scottish Power (power to telephone kiosk) – £56.95
(ii) Village Green:
ISS Facilities  (2x cuts of village green in April) - £51.46
(iii) Website:
Westbrook Creative (upgrade and basic redesign of site) - £240

6. Council Insurances
It was agreed to renew the Council insurances with Came & Co, and the Clerk was authorised to arrange payment of the premium of £265.

7. Annual Parish Meeting
The Clerk reported that a presentation on superfast broadband was to be given at the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed to publicise this direct to all households in the community, and the Clerk was authorised to organise the printing and distribution of flyers.
The meeting closed at 8.05pm.
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