DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 12 December 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr J Garnett


Cllr M Billing


Cllr S Plunkett
Mrs J Markham – Clerk




Apologies:
Cllr R Clayton
In attendance:  


Cty Cllr R Heseltine


Local Electors - 4
1. Minutes of Meeting on 14 November 2012
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 November 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Highways Matters  It was reported that a note had been sent to Mr Redman, informing him of the advice to re-instate a drainage channel between the adopted and unadopted sections of the lane to Haynholme.  Cllr Garnett additionally agreed to investigate raising the gate on the field leading to the lane by Croft House Farm to help with drainage problems.

(ii) Cllr Garnett also reported on a second site visit by Highways engineer, Stuart Cracknell, to look at the drainage and erosion problems up Heights Lane.  It was agreed to write again to Highways, forwarding letters of concern from residents, and requesting that the priority for works on the lane be looked at again.
(iii) Road Safety  The Clerk reported that the police had been contacted for details of accidents along the A65 at Chelker; 3 accidents involving vehicle damage had been reported to police in the previous 4 month period since August 2012, but it was not suggested that these statistics could be taken as representing a comprehensive picture of the history of incidents.  Cty Cllr Heseltine suggested that next steps in the investigation could include requesting Highways to undertake a safety audit of the whole of the stretch of the A65 from the village junctions and alongside the reservoir, and this was agreed.  The Clerk also noted that Stray FM were interested in recording an interview with the Council, and it was agreed that Cllr Garnett would act as spokesman in this regard.
(iv) Barn on lane by church  It was reported that a letter had been sent to Mr Smith, advising him of concerns relating to the poor state of repair of his barn; no reply had been received, but it appeared that work on the barn was currently being undertaken.
(v) Wind survey  The Clerk reported that the survey response had been submitted and copied to Julian Smith MP.  
(vi) Precept 2013/14  The Clerk reported that, following the approval of the Budget 2013/14 at the last meeting, the precept form had not yet been received from the District Council.  In the meantime, advice had been received to the effect that, with the publication of Government proposals for the localising of support for Council Tax, the implications of a new system of grant settlements for local councils had not yet been confirmed.  This, together with the proposals for the precept 2013/14, would be reviewed further at the next meeting.

(vii) Footpaths  At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Goode reported on a number of minor repairs and improvement works identified for the existing network of footpaths around the village.  He noted that many of these requirements had been notified to the PROW team at NYCC at the time when the Parish Plan had been produced. It was agreed to write to the footpaths officers again to bring these matters to their attention.
3. Code of Conduct
Following the adoption at the meeting held on 18 July 2012 of a revised Code of Conduct (Minute 3 refers) based on a model provided by the National Association of Local Councils, the Clerk advised that NALC had now released a final updated version of the model code.  

A note setting out NALC’s recommended amendments to the previous version of the model code had been circulated to members.  It was resolved to approve the updated version of the relevant provisions as revisions to the Code of Conduct, and to adopt the appendices as attached to the most recent updated version of the model, in place of those previously approved.  

The Clerk was authorised to prepare a new revised Code of Conduct, incorporating the revisions and the new appendices.  Copies would be distributed to members, and the adoption of the new Code would be publicised on the village website and in the local press.  

4. Planning Applications
(i) Dales Care Centre  Re-siting of fuel tanks – it was agreed to write in support of the application, but to draw attention to the errors on the site plan as regards the siting of the existing tanks and to seek clarification of the plans for the new pipework.
(ii) Cleat Garth  Application for Works to Trees –comments to be made, querying the siting and maturity of the ash tree proposed for removal.
(iii) Haynholme  Revised application for extension – approved.
5. Consultations
(i) Technical planning consultation  It was noted that comments were invited to an online Government consultation  regarding proposed amendments to the planning regime designed to speed up the appeal process .

(ii) Pre-application planning protocol  Craven District Council had issued a consultation on procedures to be followed by planners in dealing  with developers.  It was agreed to submit comments requesting clarification of the proposed scale of charges for pre-application work and suggesting that advice relating to smaller scale developments should continue to be provided free of charge.
(iii) Speed limit for HGVs  The Government were consulting on plans to raise the speed limit for HGVs on single carriageways from 40mph.

6. Correspondence
(i) Craven Citizens Advice Bureau  The annual CAB report was noted and it was agreed to provide the budgeted contribution of £50 to CAB funds.
(ii) Westbrook Design The Clerk reported that an invoice had been received from Westbrook Design in the sum of £96 for domain site rental and hosting costs for the village website for the period May 2012-May 2013.   It was agreed that the website continued to prove a worthwhile communications tool in the community, and the Clerk was authorised to settle the account accordingly.
(iii) Dragon’s Den  It was noted that the District Council was running a Dragon’s Den event this year, and applications were due by 15 February.  Details would be displayed on the village noticeboard.
(iv) Planning Focus Newsletter  This had been circulated for information.
7. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 23 January 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Chairman
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