DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 20 November 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr M Billing


Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk




Apologies:
Cllr S Plunkett

In attendance:  District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton


(to Minute 4 only)






Cty Cllr R Heseltine

1. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 20 November 2013
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 20 November 2013 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising 
(i) Maintenance of trees by bus stop  The Clerk reported that advice had now been received from the planning authority, and a completed form requesting permission to carry out works to the trees had been submitted.  It was then resolved (Proposed:  Cllr Clayton; seconded: Cllr Garnett) that, subject to the receipt of planning permission from the planning authority, maintenance works to the trees at the bus stop on the village green be approved in the sum of £200, and that the Clerk be authorised to contract with the arborist accordingly.
(ii) Standing Orders  The Clerk reported that revised Standing Orders had now been produced and a copy had been placed on the village website, along with a copy of the current Code of Conduct and copies of members’ declaration of interest forms.
(iii) Farfield Farm  The Clerk reported that, following the refusal of planning permission for the proposed waste tipping site at Farfield Farm, Highways had been requested to clarify their advice as regards access to the proposed site.  It had been confirmed that Highways had judged the access to be acceptable, since it was considered to be located at the optimum point of visibility for exiting traffic.
(iv) Tour de France  It was reported that a supply of bags for litter collection after the event had been requested.
3. Precept 2014/15 
Following the approval of the Budget 2014/15 at the meeting held on 20 November 2013 (Minute 5 refers), the Clerk referred further to the  billing authority’s consultation on reducing or withholding government grant intended to be provided to local councils to mitigate the effects of the Localisation of Council Tax.  
District Cllr Knowles-Fitton reported that RSG grant funding provided to the District Council was again likely to be significantly reduced in 2014/15, and that therefore, in the face of continuing uncertainty over funding levels as a whole, it was unlikely that grant could be passed on to local councils.

It was considered that, if grant monies were not available for next financial year, the Council would need to set the parish precept in line with budgeted requirements.  A response to this effect, and registering the Council’s concerns about the impact of a decision not to pass on government grant monies on other local councils in the area, would be sent to the billing authority.
It was then RESOLVED (Proposed: Cllr Garnett; seconded Cllr Billing):

 “THAT the Parish Precept 2014/15 be set with reference to the Budget 2014/15, and that the Clerk be authorised to notify the District Council accordingly.”

4. Planning Applications
(i) Chelker Wind Turbines  It was confirmed that, following the removal of the turbine masts, the concrete plinths would also be removed in due course.
(ii) Devonshire Arms Health Spa  It was noted that planning permission had been granted for the development.  
(iii) Field Boundary, Lane End Farm  It was noted that tree maintenance was to be permitted.  
(iv) Railway Cottages  The Clerk was asked to check whether permission had been required for the extension currently under construction at Railway Cottages.

5. Consultations- Local Audit
Comments were invited online on proposals for changes to secondary legislation affecting arrangements for local councils’ audit.  The Council would be exempt from many of the proposed procedures, but, if proposals were approved, a local auditor would need to be appointed by the local council representative bodies (instead of by the Audit Commission).  It had been confirmed by YLCA that the current fee scales for external audit should remain in place, with smaller councils not being charged for the service.  Further reports would be made to the Council as necessary.
6. Correspondence

(i) YLCA  The White Rose Update for December was circulated for information.

(ii) CDC Craven Area Committee Meeting  The most recent meeting had been held on 12 December.  Cty Cllr Heseltine reported on a number of items under discussion, including the proposed cuts to local bus services.  The future of services for school children had yet to be decided. 
(iii) Local Plan  A letter requesting direct email contact addresses from councillors as part of the Local Plan consultation had been received, but it was decided that contact should continue to be handled centrally by the Clerk.
(iv) YLCA Craven Branch Meeting  The next meeting was to be held on 13 January at the offices of Skipton Town Council.
7. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 22 January 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Agenda item: Presentation on Local Plan by Stephen Brown

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.

Chairman
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