DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Friday 28 August 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Cllr S Plunkett – in the Chair (from item 2)


Cllr M Billing


Cllr W Bell


Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: 





District Cllr G Quinn






Local Electors - 9
Apologies for Absence
Cllr M Curtis
Cllr R Clayton

1. Election of Chairman of Meeting
In the absence of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, it was resolved that Cllr S Plunkett be and is elected as Chairman of the Meeting with immediate effect.

2. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 13 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received from: Cllrs Bell, Billing and Plunkett
Matter to be discussed: Planning – Field House Farm

Nature of Interests: Cllr Billing – financial interest in access to property; Cllrs Bell and Plunkett – financial interests of relatives
Reason for Requests: That the number of members otherwise prohibited from taking part in the meeting would impede the transaction of the business.

Dispensation Requests approved.

3. Superfast Broadband – Report of Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee
The Minutes of the meetings of the Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee held on 9 July and 27 July were received.
The Chairman of the Meeting, as Chairman of the Advisory Committee, introduced a report on the Committee’s work and concluded with a recommendation that updated information on the availability of faster broadband services for the village be sent out to all households.  A draft letter which, subject to the Council’s approval, had been prepared for distribution within the village for this purpose had been circulated with the agenda papers for the meeting.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED:

“THAT the recommendation of the Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee, as set out in the minutes of the meeting dated 27 July 2015, and to the effect that a letter providing information on the options for achieving faster broadband services in the village, be approved, and that copies of the letter be distributed to all households by members of the Committee at the earliest opportunity.”

The Clerk was authorised to arrange for the letter to be copied and distributed accordingly.  District Cllr Quinn offered to report back on developments at Halton East, who were also in contact with the wireless broadband provider, and to check on the community broadband solution chosen by Lothersdale.  The Clerk was asked to follow up on current plans for installing cabinets in Draughton with SFNY and Highways.
The Chairman of the Meeting then reported that a Government Inquiry, “Establishing World Class Connectivity”, was currently taking written evidence, and submissions were invited by 30 September.  The Clerk, in consultation with members of the Advisory Committee, was asked to prepare a draft for consideration at the next meeting.
It was noted that further updates on superfast broadband delivery by Superfast North Yorkshire would be provided to future Council meetings.  

4. Planning 
Field House Farm – Prior Approval Notification for Change of Use of an Agricultural Building to Dwelling House Ref 24/2015/ 15935
The Clerk reported that plans submitted under Part 3 of the General Permitted Development Order 2015 for permitted development rights for the conversion of an agricultural building at Field House Farm into a dwelling had now been refused by the planning authority.  Noting this, and in the light of adverse local comment regarding the process for publicising and consulting on this proposed development, members discussed a number of general concerns with a development at this location, including problems arising from its access by means of the bridleway.  In order to inform any subsequent planning process at this location, in the event that the applicant should exercise the right to appeal the planning decision, it was agreed to record comments on the proposed development, and it was accordingly RESOLVED:
1. “THAT the Clerk be authorised to pass comments on the Prior Approval Notification for Change of Use of an Agricultural Building to Dwelling House Ref 24/2015/ 15935 at Field House Farm to Craven District Council, registering general concerns, including concerns with the access arrangements, as regards the development of a dwelling at this location, and 
2. “THAT representations be made to the planning authority requesting that the Parish Council be kept informed specifically of any further applications or notifications at this site, and also more generally of any such future prior approval notifications for permitted development rights for property conversions in the parish.”
5. Date of next Council Meeting
The next meeting would be held on 16 September.  
The meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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