DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 16 April 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   Cllr M Curtis –  Chairman


Cllr M Billing




Cllr R Clayton



Cllr J Garnett



Cllr S Plunkett

Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton






Mr J Moore, Chief Executive, NYnet,    )
Mr P Robertson, NYnet,  and                  )





Mr A Laycock, Craven District Council )
   




(Minute 1 only)




Local Electors: 29 (Minute 1)





18 (Minutes 2-9)

1. Superfast Broadband
The Chairman welcomed Mr Moore, Chief Executive of NYnet, Mr Robertson of NYnet, and Mr Laycock of Craven District Council to the meeting.

Mr Moore presented a full report on progress in rolling-out Superfast Broadband in North Yorkshire, and indicated that, subject to a test pilot currently in progress, settlement areas such as Draughton, which had been excluded from the initial phase of the project for technical reasons, should be able to access fibre services during phase 2 of the roll-out from 2015.  This was welcomed, and Mr Moore was thanked for his presentation.
2. Minutes of Meeting of the Council on 26 March 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 26 March 2014 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters Arising 
(i) Telephone Kiosk  The Clerk reported that quotations for the repair work remained outstanding, and a report would be made to a future meeting as necessary.
(ii) Village Green  The Clerk reported that the planning authority were to investigate the position of the new shed installed at Besom Cottage, in that it appeared to have been erected outside the residential curtilage of the property.  District Cllr Knowles-Fitton offered to discuss this further with planning officers.  The County Council had provided a set of up to date plans of the village green area.
(iii) Tour de France  The Estate had suggested that any concerns with trespass and damage to local landscape features should be addressed to the District Council.  This was noted, and further discussion took place on possible visitor movements.  The Clerk was asked to request closure of the road through the village.  The Clerk also reported that arrangements had been made to receive the litter picking equipment at the Village Hall, and Cllr Billing reported on preliminary plans for events being organised in the village over the weekend of the race.
4. Bins on lane by church
The Clerk tabled a revised plan, drawn up by Mr Hargreaves and Mr Lang, for the screening of the refuse bins on the lane by the church, and advised that, provided the proposed fencing was lower than 1m in height, planning permission should not be required for the work.  After discussion, District Cllr Knowles-Fitton agreed to check planning requirements with officers and report back to the Clerk.
5. Draft (unaudited) Statement of Receipts and Payments 2013/14
The Clerk presented the draft (unaudited) Statement of Receipts and Payments 2013/14 and noted that a surplus would be recorded in this financial year as the invoice for payment of works to the footway lights had not yet been received.  The audit of the accounts was currently in progress, and the audited accounts, together with the Annual Return, would be presented to the next meeting.  The Council’s books would be made publicly available from 9 May.
6. Consultations
Legislative Amendment regarding the creation of Local Councils  It was reported that a legislative amendment was proposed in order to facilitate the creation of local councils.
7. Correspondence

(i) Parish Clerks Forum  The Clerk reported that a survey was being carried out by the District Council to establish the best time to hold Forum meetings in future.
(ii) North Yorkshire Now  The County Council were now circulating their newsletter electronically.  This would continue to be forwarded to councillors for information.
(iii) White Rose Update  The latest e-newsletter would be circulated for information.  
(iv) RAY  The e-bulletin from RAY was also circulated for information.

8. Insurances 2014/15
The Clerk reported that the Council’s current insurance policies with Aon were due for renewal on 1 June 2014.  Aon had quoted a premium of £376.91 (£382.76 in 2013/14), and were offering an annual 5% discount to councils signing a longer term agreement for the next three financial years.  A comparable quotation, prepared on a like-for-like basis, had been offered by Zurich, but Came &Co. had provided a lower indicative quotation on the understanding that a full review of insurance requirements would be undertaken.  The Clerk was asked to pursue this and report back to the next meeting with recommendations. 
9. Date of Next (Annual) Meeting
The next (annual) meeting of the Council would be held on 21 May 2014 immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting in the Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
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