DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 18 April 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M Curtis – Chairman 


Cllr R Clayton


Cllr J Garnett

Cllr D Jones


Cllr M Billing



Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine
Local electors –   1
1. Minutes of Meeting held on 22 March 2012 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 22 March 2012 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters Arising

(i) Chelker Wind Turbines  It was reported that, in the light of the decision to refuse planning permission for new turbines at Chelker, planning officers were following up research carried out by local residents and reviewing legal advice as to whether the existing turbines could now be removed from the site.

(ii) Elections 3 May 2012  It was reported that copies of the Statement of Uncontested Election had been displayed on the village noticeboards, advising that the Chairman and Cllrs Billing, Clayton and Garnett had been duly re-elected.  The Council would be required to co-opt a fifth member, and the Clerk was authorised to take steps to advertise the vacancy amongst the local electorate.   The election for the District Council Ward was to proceed on 3 May; it was noted in this regard that the current representative, Cllr Knowles-Fitton, was unable to canvas widely at present because of short term health problems, and had indicated a wish to convey his apologies to the local electorate.  It was suggested that he place a notice in the Craven Herald to this effect.
(iii) Farfield Farm – Proposals for tipping of inert waste  The Clerk reported that further comments had been made to North Yorkshire County Council drawing attention to landscape and highways concerns, and these had been acknowledged.  The Golf Club, Wharfedale Naturalists Society and Addingham Civic Society had objected to the plans.  In the light of increasing local interest and strengthening opposition to the proposals, it was resolved to write again to the planning authority to record the Council’s formal objection (Proposed: Cllr Clayton; Seconded: Cllr Billing).
(iv) Broadband  It was reported that updated information notes on superfast broadband had been made available to villagers on the website, together with a link to the questionnaire which would need to be completed online by households wishing to express an interest in improved services.
(v) Legislative planning issues – proposals originated by Leiston-cum-sizewell The Clerk reported that a further letter had been sent to MP Julian Smith in support of the new Planning Applications Bill, which would enable local councils to appeal against the granting of planning permission, where they had recommended refusal.  
3. Dog Fouling
Further to discussions at the last meeting, at the Chairman’s invitation, Jackie Bates reported on plans for the “clean-up operation” to take place on 21 April.  Letters from the Council publicising this had been distributed to dog-owners in the village.
4. Maintenance of Village Green
Cllr Clayton reported that the costs of employing Mr John Barker, local gardener and handyman, as groundsman would amount to some £240 per year, on the basis of maintenance work carried out on a bi-monthly basis during the season for a fee of £10 per hour. The Clerk reported that District Council contractors, ISS Facilities, had offered to match this cost in providing the same level of service.  Since they would be using their own equipment, resulting in savings for the Council in respect of maintenance of the mower and strimmer, and petrol costs, it was agreed, after discussion, to set up arrangements with ISS Facilities for the 2012 season.
5. Footway Lights and Costs of Energy Supply
The Clerk reported that NYCC had been asked to look again at the condition of the concrete columns of the two defective lights, and a report would be made to the next meeting as regards the current costs for replacement or removal.

It was noted that payment of £75.89 had been made to NYCC for the supply of power to the lights for the five month period from November 2011, when they took over responsibility from Npower, to the end of the financial year.  This compared with a full-year cost of £257.24 paid to Npower in 2010/11.  

Scottish Power’s invoice for supply of power to the telephone kiosk for the period 31/3/11 - 31/3/12 was also to be paid in the sum of £57.08.
6. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 4 June 2012
Cllr Billing reported on the progress of ticket sales and noted that funds of over £800 had been raised to date from ticket sales and donations.  The Events Committee had met on two occasions and finalised the timetable for the day; the next meeting was to be held on 8 May.  A further notice, advising of the availability of tickets, would be publicised on the website. The Council would be kept informed of further developments.  

7. Draft (Unaudited) Statement of Receipts and Payments 2011/12
The Clerk presented the draft (unaudited) Statement of Receipts and Payments 2011/12.  The report of the Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, would be made to the next meeting.
8. Renewal of Subscriptions
It was agreed to renew the Council’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks, in the sum of £61, and of Yorkshire Local Councils Association, in the sum of £108, and the Clerk was authorised to pay the membership subscriptions accordingly. The Clerk was also authorised to arrange the renewal of the subscription to Rural Action Yorkshire, when it fell due.
9. Correspondence
(i) North Yorkshire Police and Crime Panel  It was noted that the NY PCP were currently looking to co-opt two independent members.  The details would be forwarded to Jean Anderson.
(ii) Speed Detection Equipment  It was noted that responsibility for handling requests for speed data equipment had passed to County Council Highways from the Community Safety Partnership.

10. Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was convened to be held on 16 May 2012, and the Notices were signed by the Chairman.

11. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council, the Annual Council Meeting, would be held on Wednesday 16 May 2012, immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting. 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Chairman
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