DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 21 May 2015 in the Village Hall immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M E Curtis – Chairman (from Minute 2)



Cllr R Clayton

Cllr S Plunkett


Cllr M Billing


Cllr W Bell


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance: 


District Cllr G Quinn
Local Electors: 6
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor E M Curtis be and she is hereby re-elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Clayton, seconded by Cllr Billing.

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance was signed and received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Billing, seconded by Cllr Plunkett.

3. Apologies for Absence
None

4. Disclosure of Interests
Disclosure of Interests: Members were invited to disclose any interests (not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, if appropriate, to request dispensation pursuant to paragraph 14 of the Council’s Code of Conduct to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.

5. Minutes of Meeting on 15 April 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 April 2015 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

6. Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting on 8 May 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 May 2015 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

7. Matters Arising

(i) Cutting of grass verges  The Clerk reported that the contract had been agreed with ISS and the first cut had been carried out.  Comments from residents present indicated that one verge area at the top of the village had been omitted, and the Clerk was asked to re-confirm the cutting schedule with contractors. Residents present also commented on dog fouling in the verges, and the Clerk offered to provide signs for them to place in the affected areas. Highways had been advised of the local contractual arrangements, and asked to supply the payment due for the cutting of the junction areas.  An alternative quotation had been followed up from the local gardening company suggested by a resident, but no reply had yet been received.
(ii) Traffic issues  Further to discussions held at the last meetings as regards parking and related safety issues at the top of Low Lane, the Clerk reported that additional signage could not be provided by Highways, but that the Care Home had been helpful in advising staff and visitors to park further from the junction.  It was felt by those present, however, that the problem had not yet been resolved, and it was agreed to invite the local PCSO to the next meeting to discuss it further.  The Clerk was also asked to write to Highways to request a reversal of the one-way direction on Muck Gate, for safety reasons, and to invite an officer from the department to attend a future meeting to provide a full review of road traffic safety in the village.

(iii) YDNPA Plan  Comments had been made, highlighting the importance of superfast broadband for rural businesses.
(iv) Website   Following the upgrade to the site, further comments from residents were invited. District Cllr Quinn noted that the site appeared comprehensive, and amongst the best of its type she had used; these positive comments would be fed back to Westbrook.
8. Matters referred from Annual Parish Meeting
With reference to the detailed question and answer session held on superfast broadband at the preceding Annual Parish Meeting, it was confirmed that the Council would continue to monitor progress on the roll-out of Phase 2 of the project, in which Draughton village was still included, and specifically, to follow up with a request for a full report from Superfast North Yorkshire in September.
9. Register of Interests
Councillors present confirmed that their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority, were accurate and up to date.  

10. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
The Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (adopted on 20 November 2013, with amendments dated 24 September 2014) were reviewed and noted.
11. Register of Assets
The Clerk presented a register of the Council’s asset holdings, and these were reviewed and noted.

12. Publication Scheme
A revised publication scheme for handling requests for information from public and press, updated in compliance with the Transparency Regulations under the Local Audit and Accountability Act, was considered and approved. 
13. Annual Return and Annual Accounts 2014/15
The Clerk presented the Statement of Receipts and Payments 2014/15, an unaudited draft of which had been considered at the last meeting.

At the request of the Chairman, the Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, made his report to the Council.  He reported that he had no matters to raise with the Council, following his annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures, and he noted that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective and that accounting information shown in the Annual Return had been correctly stated.  Taking these assurances into account, the Council then approved the Annual Return, including the Annual Governance Statement, for submission to external auditors, Littlejohn LLP.
14. Planning Applications
Old Quarry – the landscaping report had been requested but had not yet been received.
15. Consultations
(i) Bus services – it was reported that North Yorkshire County Council were inviting comments on subsidised bus services in Craven to inform their review of contracts with service providers.  It was agreed to make a recommendation that subsidies to the services should be continued, both for the benefit of local communities and also for the tourist industry.
(ii) Clean, Green and Safe Craven – it was noted that Craven District Council were consulting on a draft strategy for keeping local communities clean and clear of litter, but the Clerk was asked to provide feedback to the effect that the format of the consultation questionnaire should be reconsidered.  District Cllr Quinn offered to provide detailed comments to support this suggestion.
16. Correspondence
(i) E-Newsletters  had been circulated for information.  
(ii) Yorkshire Air Ambulance The Clerk reported that the charity had requested permission to site a recycling clothing bin in the village.  It was felt that this could not be given, as an appropriate site for it could not be identified, but after discussion, it was resolved (proposed: Cllr Plunkett; seconded: Cllr Clayton; Cllr Billing dissenting) that a donation of £50 be provided to Yorkshire Air Ambulance in support of their work in the community.
(i) North Yorkshire Police An update on the police service was circulated for information.

(ii) YLCA Good Councillors Guide  The Clerk reported that the Guide had been revised and updated and copies were available to view free of charge on the YLCA website.  Members would be given the passwords to access the site on request.
17. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 17 June 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

Chairman
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