DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 21 May 2014 in the Village Hall immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr M E Curtis – Chairman (from Minute 2)



Cllr R Clayton

Cllr S Plunkett


Cllr M Billing


Cllr J Garnett


Mrs J Markham – Clerk

In attendance:  Cty Cllr R Heseltine



District Cllr C Knowles-Fitton

Local Electors: 5
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor E M Curtis be and she is hereby re-elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Garnett, seconded by Cllr Clayton.

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance was signed and received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved:

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the the Council with immediate effect.”

Proposed by Cllr Billing, seconded by Cllr Garnett.

3. Register of Interests
Councillors present confirmed that their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority, were accurate and up to date.  
4. Minutes of Meeting on 16 April 2014
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 April 2014 were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters Arising

(i) Tour de France  It was noted that the Estate had offered to put up additional signage for visitors, provided that volunteers from the village were prepared to help remove the signs.  This was agreed, as long as the location of the signs could be identified, and the Clerk was asked to organise this with the Estate accordingly.  The Clerk also reported that Highways were not prepared to close the lane up into the village from the A59 (Donkey Neddy) during the event.  Cllr Billing confirmed details of the Village Hall Committee’s plans for social events in the village on 5 July, and it was noted that a leaflet publicising these arrangements was to be circulated shortly.
(ii) Telephone Kiosk The Clerk reported that a quote for repair of the kiosk was expected shortly.
(iii) Besom Cottage  The planning authority had asked the occupiers of the Besom Cottage to move the shed within the curtilage of the property.  If this instruction was complied with, there would no longer be an issue of encroachment on the village green.  This was welcomed, and the situation would be monitored closely.
(iv) Superfast Broadband  It was noted that the Head of IT at the Estate had been in contact to report that they were also working with NYnet to secure fibre broadband connections at Bolton Abbey (which could mean the possible extension of services to Draughton).  It was noted that BT used online registrations of interest to gauge the potential for community sign-up to fibre services, and to help them identify worthwhile communities to connect up; this would be publicised again on the website, on posters on the noticeboards and on the TdF leaflet to go out to all homes shortly in order to maximise the number of registrations.
(v) Bins on lane by church   The blue recycling bin had not yet been removed; the Clerk was asked to notify the District Council that, if it had not been removed by the date of the next meeting, it would be removed by the village.  The Clerk would also clarify the situation as regards the household bin provided to Croft House.  The planning authority had reported that planning permission for the screening of the bins would be required if the fence were to be more than 1m in height.  Mr Hargreaves noted, therefore, that he would include the screening project within his forthcoming application for development of the Old Quarry site as a whole.   
6. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
The Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (adopted on 18 March 2010), including the procedure for complaints and grievances in Standing Order 26, were reviewed and noted.
7. Register of Assets
The Clerk presented an inventory of the Council’s asset holdings, and these were reviewed and noted.

8. Publication Scheme
The Council’s publication scheme for handling requests for information from public and press was reviewed and noted.  It was agreed that the Scheme would be reviewed in more detail when Regulations under the Local Audit and Accountability Act had been approved and promulgated to local councils.
9. Annual Return and Annual Accounts 2013/14
The Clerk tabled copies of the Statement of Receipts and Payments 2013/14, an unaudited draft of which had been considered at the last meeting.

At the request of the Chairman, the report of the Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, was read out.  He reported that he had no matters to raise with the Council, following his annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures, and he noted that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective and that accounting information shown in the Annual Report had been correctly stated.  Taking these assurances into account, the Council then approved the Annual Return, including the Annual Governance Statement, for submission to external auditors, Littlejohn LLP.
Cllr Billing took the opportunity to pass on the thanks of the Village Hall Committee for the Council’s contribution to Village Hall funds during 2013/14 and for the payment of quarterly rent for use of the Village Hall for meetings.

10. Council Data Management and Storage
The Clerk explained proposals for acquisition by the Council of a computer and associated software for the transaction of Council business.  She recommended that Council data, by being held separately in this way, could be held more securely, and that appropriate insurance cover could be arranged for it, in the event of data failure.  Quotations for a basic package of hardware and software had been obtained, and indicated that a suitable system could be acquired for under £500.

After discussion, the Clerk was authorised to investigate the costs further, identify a suitable system, and report back to the next meeting with a recommendation for the purchase of it. 
11. Insurances 2014/15
The Clerk reported that quotations had now been received from three brokers for insurance cover in 2014/15.  The insurance policies of existing insurers Aon, were offered for a premium of £376.92.  An alternative premium cost of £300.62, subsequently amended to £276, had been quoted by Zurich.  A third quotation of a premium of £265 had been offered by Came & Co, and it was noted that their policy proposals also provided cover for data recovery which would be required in the event that a computer was purchased for Council business.  All three of the quotations provided appropriate levels of cover for the Council’s requirements and allowed for the same excess of £250 on each and every claim.  The proposals were reviewed in detail.
After discussion, it was resolved to accept the policy proposals offered by Came & Co, as set out in their proposal dated 19 May 2014, for a premium of £265, and the Clerk was authorised to conclude negotiations with the brokers accordingly.
12. Roadside Verge Cutting 2015 (matter referred from Annual Parish Meeting)
A letter received from the Highways authority, advising that the roadside verge grass-cutting service was to be withdrawn in 2015 for cost-cutting reasons, as discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting held immediately prior to the Council meeting, was reviewed, and it was noted that there seemed to be general agreement within the village (as reported by those present at the APM), that the verges should continue to be cut.  On this basis, the instruction provided to the Clerk to obtain a quotation from contractors ISS for taking over the work was confirmed.  The Clerk was also asked to request that hedge and verge-cutting down Donkey Neddy should be undertaken by Highways for safety reasons.

13. Footway Lights
The Clerk reported that two invoices had been received from North Yorkshire County Council, the first, in the sum of £104.24 for power supplied to the footway lights in 2013/14, and the second, in the sum of £1624.98, for repair and maintenance of the lights.  The Clerk was authorised to settle both accounts with immediate effect.

14. Planning Applications
(i) Bolton Abbey Steam Railway – noted that the application for retrospective planning permission for extension to the model railway had been approved.

(ii) Railway Cottages – the owners of The Bungalow (now, Whistlestop Cottage) had applied for retrospective planning permission for the extension to the property.  No objections to be made.

15. Correspondence
(iii) Government’s Policy on Onshore Wind  A letter from Julian Smith, MP, detailing current Government policy on onshore wind, was noted.  
(iv) SELRAP  The Clerk circulated a progress report for information.  
(v) Rural Action Yorkshire  A certificate of membership for the year had been received.

(vi) YLCA  An email setting out YLCA’s service offerings to member local councils had been received.  The offerings were noted.
16. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on 11 June 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   Apologies from Cllr Clayton were noted.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

Chairman
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