DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 18 May 2017 in the Village Hall at 7.50pm (following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm)
Present:   
Cllr R Clayton – Chairman


Cllr M Billing


Cllr R Neale

Cllr S Plunkett


Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: 





Local Electors - 10
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved (proposed by Cllr Billing; seconded by Cllr Neale):

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect to serve until the date of the next annual meeting.”

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and received.

2. Apologies for Absence

None received.

3. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved (proposed by the Chairman; seconded by Cllr Billing):

“That Councillor S Plunkett be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the Council with immediate effect to serve until the date of the next annual meeting.”

4. Casual Vacancy
Following the resignation of Cllr Bell, the publication of the Notice of Casual Vacancy, with effect from 15 May, was noted.

It was RESOLVED:

“THAT if, by the due date, fewer than 10 responses to the notice of casual vacancy have been received by the Returning Officer from local electors, the post be filled by co-option, in the first instance, with reference to the applications and expressions of interest received in response to the casual vacancy declared in December 2016, and then, failing that, in accordance with the procedures set out in the Co-option Policy.”

5. Register of Interests
Councillors confirmed that their interests, as recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority, were accurate and up to date.

6. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a Code of Conduct Appendix A (disclosable pecuniary) interest (previously registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Code to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.
7. Annual Parish Meeting
Matters referred from the Annual Parish Meeting, as proposed for discussion by the Council, were considered, and comments made by villagers in writing to the Clerk were also taken into account.
(i) Housing Development in the Village It was noted that village opinion remained opposed to developments outside the village boundary, but views were more mixed as regards smaller, infill housing developments within the village.
(ii) Protection of the Village Green  The agreement reached between the village and the owner of Besom Cottage that, in return for the village’s acceptance of the existing structures outside the curtilage of the property and onto the village green, there would be no further encroachment onto the village green, was welcomed and endorsed by the Council.
8. Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 April 2017
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 20 April 2017 were taken as read, approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.
9. Matters Arising 
(i) Transparency Fund – Application 2017/18 The Clerk reported that an application amounting to £864 had been prepared in respect of the retrospective costs of maintaining the website and the ongoing costs of staffing time to update it.  This was approved, and the Clerk was authorised to submit the application form accordingly.
(ii) Grass Cutting The first month’s cuts of the village green had been carried out by contractors, and the teams of volunteers, coordinated by Cllr Neale, had started work on the verges.  Procedures were being finalised, and a risk assessment for the work was approved, having been signed off in draft form by all the volunteers.  Proposed by Cllr Neale, it was resolved:
“THAT expenditure in the region of £200 towards the costs of equipment required by volunteers cutting the grass verges during the 2017 season be approved.”

(iii) Village Signs The Clerk tabled three quotations for village boundary or “gateway” signs and, after discussion, a village resident offered to procure three further quotations for signs which could be mounted on the existing posts at each entry to the village.  A further report on these additional quotations would be made to the next meeting.
10. Policies and Procedures of the Council
The Council’s existing policies and procedural documents, as published on the website, were reviewed and noted.

11. Delegation to Committees and Officers
Members were reminded that no authority was currently delegated to committees or other local authorities, and the authority delegated to the Clerk was as published on the website (and as set out in Financial Regulations).

The delegation arrangements of the Council were reviewed and confirmed.  

12. Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee
It was resolved:

“THAT the Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee be dissolved with immediate effect.”
Village members, David Little and Ann Hargate-Ramsden, were thanked for their contribution to the work of the Committee.  The Vice Chairman noted that he would write again to Boundless to follow up the provision of wireless broadband service to the outlying village properties.
13. Planning 
Application 24/2017/17892 – tree works at Croft House Farm – approved.
14. Financial Matters

The month’s accounts were approved for payment, and cheques were signed as required.
It was noted that, following the resignation of Cllr Bell, a replacement signatory would be required, and the bank mandate would be varied to this effect at the next meeting.  Cllr Neale offered to act as bank signatory, and this was accepted.
15. Consultations and Correspondence
(i) E-Correspondence  Newsletters and emails circulated for information, including details of an online consultation on the North Yorkshire Permit Scheme (for highways maintenance), were noted.  
(ii) Other correspondence The Clerk reported on other correspondence received, and it was noted that a public consultation on the Town Hall was due to be held on 2nd and 3rd June.  The District Council had invited applications for parish representatives to the Standards Committee.
16. Meeting Schedule 2017/18
The schedule of meeting dates 2017/18, as amended, was confirmed.
17. Date of next meeting
Thursday 29 June 2017 at 7.00pm in the village hall.
The meeting closed at 8.25pm.
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