DRAUGHTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 11 May 2016 in the Village Hall at 7.45pm (following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm)
Present:   
Cllr E M Curtis – Chairman


Cllr R Clayton

Cllr S Plunkett


Mrs J Markham – Clerk



In attendance: Cty Cllr R Heseltine






District Cllor D Pighills






Local Electors - 1
1. Election of Chairman
It was resolved (proposed by Cllr Clayton; seconded by Cllr Plunkett):

“That Councillor E M Curtis be and she is hereby re-elected as Chairman of the Council with immediate effect to serve until the date of the next annual meeting.”

The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and received.

2. Apologies for Absence

Received from Cllr Billing; reasons for absence for health reasons approved.

Cllr Bell had indicated that he would arrive late. 

3. Re-elected Councillors’ Declarations of Acceptance of Office
Declarations of Acceptance of Office were received from all re-elected councillors present at the meeting.

It was resolved:

“THAT Cllrs Bell and Billing be permitted to sign their Declarations of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Proper Officer of the Council after the meeting, and before or at the next meeting of the Council.”

4. Election of Vice-Chairman
It was resolved (proposed by the Chairman; seconded by Cllr Plunkett):

“That Councillor R Clayton be and he is hereby elected as Vice-Chairman of the Council with immediate effect to serve until the date of the next annual meeting.”

5. Register of Interests
Councillors confirmed that their interests, to be re-registered and recorded in the Register of Interests held and maintained by the Council’s principal authority, were accurate and up to date following their re-election to the Council.

6. Disclosure of Interests
Members were invited to disclose any interests (including any not already listed in the Register of Interests) relevant to the business of the meeting, and, in respect of a Code of Conduct Appendix A (disclosable pecuniary) interest (previously registered or not), to request dispensation pursuant to the Code to participate in the business under discussion and vote on the matter.

Additional Interests disclosed: None.

Dispensation Requests received: None.
7. Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 April 2016
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 13 April 2016 were taken as read, approved as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.
8. Matters Arising 
(i) Superfast Broadband It was reported that Boundless, who were no longer working on plans to install a repeater at Draughton Heights, were investigating alternative local sites, and that, in the meantime, Superfast North Yorkshire had confirmed that the cable service from BT was likely to go live in June or July.
(ii) Grass Cutting The first cuts of the season had been made.
(iii) Locality Fund– Application for Defibrillator The Clerk reported that grant funding of £375 had now been received from Barchester, parent company of the Dales Care Home, bringing total funds raised to the target figure of £1500.  Councillors considered two proposals for the purchase of a defibrillator, from Heartsafe Communities and from Yorkshire Ambulance Service, and after discussion, it was resolved (proposed by Cllr Clayton; seconded by Cllr Plunkett):
“THAT a defibrillator costing £1524 as quoted be purchased for the village from Yorkshire Ambulance Service, and that the Clerk be given delegated authority to order the machine, and to make arrangements for its installation, including authority to incur expenditure up to £100 on the costs of an electrician.”
The Clerk was also asked to contact First Responders to investigate the possible provision of training for volunteers in the village.

(iv) Computer Repair The Clerk reported that, following the recent repair carried out to the computer, it was no longer possible to send group emails to the village contact list.  A report on the costs of acquiring a separate Outlook software package would be made to the next meeting.
9. Delegation to Committees and Officers
Members were reminded that no authority was currently delegated to committees or other local authorities, and the authority delegated to the Clerk was as set out in Financial Regulations.

The delegation arrangements of the Council were reviewed and confirmed.  

10. Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee
It was resolved:

“THAT the Superfast Broadband Advisory Committee be re-appointed until the date of the next annual meeting with terms of reference as set out in Appendix A to these Minutes, that Cllr Plunkett be re-appointed as chairman of the Committee, and that, subject to their agreement, village residents, Ann Hargate-Ramsden and David Little, be re-appointed as advisory members of the Committee.”
11. Policies and Procedures of the Council
The Council’s existing policies and procedural documents, as set out in the list of core documents attached as Appendix B to these Minutes, were reviewed and noted.

The Clerk proposed the adoption of new staffing and co-option policies, and after discussion, it was resolved:

“THAT the following policies, in the form as drafted and circulated to members and made available on the Council’s website, be adopted with immediate effect:
Disciplinary and Grievance Policy

Training and Development Policy

Co-option Policy.”

12. Annual Return and Annual Accounts 2015/16
The Clerk presented the Statement of Receipts and Payments 2015/16, an unaudited draft of which had been considered at the last meeting.

At the request of the Chairman, the report of the Internal Auditor, Charles Burton, was read out.  It was noted that he had no matters to raise with the Council, following his annual audit of the Council’s financial records and procedures, that, in his view, the records and systems of internal control were adequate and effective, and that accounting information shown in the Annual Return had been correctly stated.  Taking these assurances into account, the Council resolved:

“THAT the Annual Governance Statement in the Annual Return 2015/16 be approved for signature by the Chairman and Clerk;

THAT the financial statements, as signed by the Responsible Financial Officer, be approved for signature by the Chairman; and

THAT the Annual Return be submitted to external auditors, Littlejohn LLP.”
13. Register of Assets
The Clerk presented a register of the Council’s asset holdings, and these were reviewed and noted.

14. Other Financial Matters

The schedule of payments, as circulated to members, was signed by the Chairman.
(1) Payments made (as authorised) in the month:
(i) RAY - £35
(2) The month’s accounts were approved for payment as follows:

(ii) Scottish Power  (light in kiosk) - £57.08
(3)  Quotations were received for the renewal of the Council’s insurances from 1 June 2016 and it was resolved:

“THAT the Council’s insurances be renewed with Zurich Town, Parish and Community Councils with effect from 1 June 2016 for an annual premium, as quoted, of £201.85.”
15. Consultations and Correspondence
(i) E-Correspondence  Newsletters and emails circulated for information were noted.  
(ii) Other correspondence The Clerk reported on other correspondence received.  Consultations circulated by the District Council on their licensing policy and on use of recycling sites would be discussed at the next meeting. An email inviting volunteers to apply for two positions as co-opted independent members on the North Yorkshire Police and Crime Panel would be circulated to members outside the meeting.
16. Meeting Schedule 2016/17
The schedule of meeting dates 2016/17 was confirmed.
17. Date of next meeting
To be confirmed: Thursday 16 June 2016 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
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